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PREFACE | 
0 THE | 


READ ER. 


Ince I was laſt with you in this kind, J 
have almoſt been of as many Profeſſions 
and Employments,as there be City-Companies ; 
and have bad as many ſeveral Names, as the 
Grand Seignior has Titles of Hour; for 
ſetting afide the Vulgar and Familiar ones of 
Rogue, Raskal, Dog and Thief (which may 
be taken by way of endearment, as well as out 
of prejudice or offence) as alſoo thoſe of more 

certain fignification; as Malicious R 

III Natur d Raskal, Lay-dog, d Spighrful 
Thief: 7 ſay, ſetting afide 5 theſe, they haue 
travell d me almoſt quite through the Map. For 
in a Moment, I go to the Streights, ſhot the 
Gulph, cut the Line, and was preſently Bar- 
barian, Indian, Turk 2 Jew. And, not- 
withſtanding this, the Buſtneſs went on at Home 
all the while beſides; for there I was Rebel, 
Traytor, Scot, Sadducee, aud Socinian : 4nd 
then, you know, I had but a little way to Anti- 
cChriſt himſe/f. Iz. IT thowht 


The Preface to the Reader. 
J thought it therefore the beſt and moſt 
honeſt way, not to conceat thefe things, that 
being fully ſatisfied of that pesuicious Payſon 
that was inthe Former, you may carefully avoid 
the danger of ing infefted by this Second: 
But if you are ſo bold as to venture a blowing 
up, look cloſely to it: For the Plot lies deadly 
deep, and "twill be between your Legs before you 
le aware of it; for this is full out as Jeſuitical- 
ly contriv'd, as the other was ſaid, and thought 
to be, But of all things, have a care of putting 
it into your Pocket, for fear it takes Fire, or 
run away with your Breeches. And if you can 
ſhun it, read it not when you are alone; or, at 
leaſt, not late in the Evening ; for the Venom 
is ſtrongeſt about Midnight, and ſeizes moſt 
violently upon the Head, when the Party is by 
Himſelf. And if you 1 4 on any doubtful 
Expreſjuon, be ſure you take it for the preſent in 
the worſt Sence ; for you may abate aggin, after 
the Heat of the Weather be over. Aud if at 
any time you find the Viper begin to creep 
upon you; run inſtamly out of your Chamber, 
and get into any Company, and fall to rail- 
| ing immediately as hard as ever you can 
| ( nay, ſay ſomewhat to your felf as you go 
along in the Streets) for Fury and Paſſion whers 
the Blood, and keeps the Enemy at a diſtance, 
and is found to be as good againſt any Bookiſh 
Infection, as a Glaſs of Sack is againſt the 
Plague. I ſhall not tell you one Line of what 
is in it; and therefore corfider well what = 
40, 
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T he Preface to the Reader. 
do, and look to your ſelf. But if you be re- 


ſelv d to meddle, be ſure - have a care of catch- 


ing Cold; and keep to a Moderate Diet, for 
there is Danger aud Jeopardy in it befrdes. 


B 
Neighbouring Miniſter of the Anſwerers, 


looking over his Five Hundred Sermons, that 


you do not believe me. For I find, that he did 


wot look them all over with his outward Eye, 

but only called them over in his Mind. 
Ard deſire alſo, that the Anſwerer would 

believe himſelf, and not me: For I would not 


by any means, have him write a Book only 


about that Miſtake. And, indeed, whereas he 
fays in his Firſt Page, that One Deſign of 


his Writing, was to make an Acknowledg- 


ment, that a great part of what I writ was 
true; L wiſh, that vither le would have let 
my Truth have ſhifted for it ſelf, without the 
help r Acknowledgment, (for, I profeſs, he 
has prevented me killing 7 knw not how many 


Otte) or elſe, that be would have divided 


his Letter into Two Parts, and bave plac'd the 


Anſwer by ir ſelf, and the Acknowledgment 
_ by :t ſelf: Which if be bad done, and pick'd 


them duly and carefully, le might have written 

all that which he calls Anſwer, upon very little 

more than his Thumb Nail. 3 8 
And I muſt particularly beg of the Seriptute- 


Nonconformitts, that they be not tos ſevere _ 
upon 2 ſmall Lay-Dliſtake : For my Bible not © 


lying juſt under my Ellow, I fud, I have in 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


one Place made our Saviour ſay that, which 
indeed John Baptiſt ſpoke before-band for 


Vim. 
And, becauſe I am in the Begging Humour 


1 muſt crave further, that if any of ”_ hear of 
a Second Anſwer coming out againſt my Former 


Letrer, concerning my putting the Tarts before 
the Chickens (for I am given to underſtand, 


that ſuch an Objeftion is urged) that by all 


means you preſently ſtop the Preſs ; for 3 
certainly Chickens aug ht to have the Precedence 


of Tarts, - both by an indiſpenſable right of Na- 


ture, and by the juſteſt and olde rg Traditions of | 
Cookery - And I ſhall always be 


ready to ac- 
* rather — * fach 22 5 
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OBSERVATION 8 


UPON THE 


AN SWER 


To the x NQU1RT into 


The Grounds and Occaſions 
OF THE 


Conn of the CLERGY, 


Hat 98 You or 1 would do to 
Church or State, by cracking of Nuts, 
do nor underſtand ; excepting the caſe of 
Cheſnats, upon which, as it has been repor- 
ted, the Kingdom of Naples has ſome myſte- 
rious ance; but however, to this Em- 
ploymeat our Old Friend and Acquaintance 
V. F. adviſes us, rather than to diſturb the 
World wich Idle Wiſhes, and dangerous En- 
deayours of doing any Good. For, although 
what I ſent you in my laſt, may poſſibly be 
moſt of it true, and might in the Opinion * 
14 ſome 


* 


* 


[2] 
ſome haſty Men be counted uſcful ; yet rhe: 
be others of a more Mary and elbe ja 
ment, that ſay it muſt not be true, neither 
ſhall it be true, becauſe there is an ancient and 
received Axiom amongſt Stateſmen ; That al 
things that are true, are not fit to be ſaid at al 
times; the Anſwerer to my firſt Letter moſt 


- politically obſerves. 


Now, Sir, this fame Friend of ours, does 
nqt tell me plainly, whether he expects to 


hear from me again; and if he does, for my 


part, I know no more what to write, than 
he knows me. For his Love and Tenderneſs 
towards me is ſo very great, that it will ſuffer 


him to anſwer but to very little of my Let- 


tet (as you know, Sir, Friends, if they be 
dear indeed and indeed, are very loth ro croſs, | 
and contradict one another,) and therefore 
he troubles not himſelf much about that; but 


only he aſſigus me aver to, God knows, how 


many further Anſwerers; as, firft of all, ! 
am to be quarreli'd with by all the Schgo!- 
maſters of the Nation, for under valuiag the 


gent 0rdinauce-deys if ee e 


titicn, Next of all I am to yerſified upon 


particularly by the Weſtminſter Scholars; Who 
are to perſgcute me ſeverely with Poetica. 
 Squibs and Crackers, If theſe do not effe& the 
Buſineſs, then Cowly'is to be raiſed from the 
Grave, on purpoſe to make a Pindarique 


up- 


on me. After all this, the Convocation is to 
meer, and have a Seſſion on purpoſe, to pick | 
| 8 1 | out * 


Y * N * ps 
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0 out one of a Nimble Pen, and a Ready Wit, 0 
A recover the Reputation of the meaner Cleagy. 
r But if theſe all fail; and ſhould not humble 
d me, then by way of Pigeons and a Peſtſcript, he 
2 adviſes the Gentry of the Nation to raiſe all the 
2 Tai Bands, and Country- Troops, to be in 
ſt Arms againſt me; and having well whetted 
their Swords, to make ſharp Thruſts at me, aud 


D to wound my Reputation, in order to the Re- 
0 
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he 

be- 

o | f 2 | 
ho of the Clergy, a little more Money, anda 
cal | ſew more Books. +4 . | 8.8 
he | \ Bur, perkaps, Sir, chere may be ſome- 
he thing elſe; we had beſt thereſore look a little 
ta lie, and, where We are likely to bequarrell'd; 
ck I for this Gentleman letting off the Gun very 
but „ 4 N + eaſily, 


[SY -: 


eaſily, fights but very little himſelf, but only 


ſets out the Ground for the Battel; and claps of 
his Hands, and cries, Hollis to the Armies . fo 
that are. drawing 4 > | = (1: 
But before that be done, I cannot but take - af 
notice, that although our Friend for old Ac- by 
quaintance ſake (which poflibly might be be- 0 
gun at Padua; for where elſe I ſhould be ac- t 
quainted with I. S. I cannot deviſe) in 
many Places, is very prodigal of his ſweet li 
Expreſſions towards me; yet, I perceive, it ( 
is always done with a very wary prudent re- 


icrve : For his Love and good Opinion of - 
me, ſeldom hold above a Page together, if 1 
fo long. In one place of his Preface, he 
thinks him, whom he anſwers, 4 very honeſt f 
Gentleman” but in another Huff (ſays he) Ne 
are as good Men as himſelf, and have reaſon to ;- 
quarrel with the World, that we are not more a 
admired and honoured. For my part, I began l 
to call for my Mhiryard, being almoſt afraid | 


that he would have drawn; but all was over 
preſently again; for, in the next fide, he | 
falls into ſuch a commendation of me, for | 
joyning the Credit and the Serviceableneſs of | 
the Clergy together, as if he would have fed 
me with nothing but Sugar-Sops and ft 
Jellies; but yet, for all that, ere he cloſe: 
up his Preface, he ſets my unwilling Teeth 
to the difficult Task of cracking Nuts. Nay, - 
| ſometimes his Aſſection riſes, and falls, with- 
in Six Lines compals; ſor in nn 
© 62a | N * 
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1 
of the firſt Page of his Anſwer, he ſeems 
. ſomewhat timorous and doubtful: Either 
(lays he) the Author does truly believe, md 
. affeftionately bewail, or does very wainly, if not 
hypecritically too, enquire into tht Grounds and 
Occaſions of the Contempt of the Clergy. But 
; this trembling and jealous Fit was quickly 
| over; for the yery next Line, he loves me 
| like mad; ſaying, that he does readily believe 
(ntwithſkanding the frequent drolling that 
might make ſome ſevere Men to doubt) that 1 
am in good earneſt, When I had read theſe 
Words, doubtleſs, think I, now "twill be a 
Match; and 1 may venture now ſurely to 


peak for the great Cate. But alas, this Pa. 
ion call'd Love, is ſuch a paſſion for change- of 
ableneſs for before I had made an'endof | 
that Side, all was Dovgh again, and he falls ] 


iato another Qualm, and doubts whether i — 
many things I have ſaid well. "Fg A 
And thus, Sir, he carries me from Page to 
Page ;. ſometimes he makes me Rich in ima- 
gination, and as illuſtrious as a Peer of the 
Realm; but, by: and by, he takes away all : 
my Treaſure, and Credit (p. 80.) gives me 2 
an inevitable choice of Fool 'or Naaue. Some 
flattering, and half Friend would have only 
laid, as he does, that all the Gentry cover my 
Company; and that my Acquaintance lies with 
. the Learned Clergy only. But alas, Sir, he 
knew full well, chat this might have huff d 
and quite ſpoil'd ſuch an unſettled Temper 


＋ 6 Ah 

8s mine; and therefore he knew how to 
ſpend good words moderately, . and how to 
put in a daſh of Humiliation with Diſcrerion. 
To keep company only with Worthies, and 
the Learned, is too fatning and Foggy ; it 


would in time intoxicate, Once it, 
and bad Humours ; and therefore m Friend 
knew very well, how healthful a ſeaſon- 


able it would de for my Conſtitution, to take 
ſomerimes freſh Air, and to ſend me Abroad 


to gather Briefs. The truth of it is, corn 
perfectly reſign up my ſelf to his Manag 


ment; for whether I do or no, I percieve, . | 


will diſpoſe of me according to his good Plca- 
| ſure: Sometimes | am permitted to be in the 
right, ſometimes I muſt be in the wrong; een 


according to the humour that he is in; for | 
once in ſo many Pages, to keep me meek, it 
is convenient that faults ſhould þefound; and | 
5 pplies both Eyes to the Book, and 
looks for them with all 


then he a 


earneſtneſs and dili- 
gence: And indeed, Sir, if I may fo. lay, 


taking; the Anſwerer might as well have 
excepted ag ainſt Ade en e make 
| ſhort of it, — pronounced it one entire and 


continued Lie from beginning to ,cnding, 
with as much Reaſon, as to except againit 


many of thoſe Places, which he has pick d 
out to conſute: Which will more We” ap- 


pear by the PRE, of the, Objeftions that hc 
Re made againſt my Loetrer: For hakin 
 _ mol: 


without ſeeming conceited of my own under- 


ee PS e mw, © 


| ſame, eh, 


nious Pi 


moſt carefully L his At, 1 profeſs, 
Sir, to you, that in my Opinion, the moſt 


ſturdy ones which are to be found in his 
whole Book, are ſuch as follow ; pix. 

That there is ſomewhat in Homer, befides as an 
Account of Achilles's Toes, and the Græeians 


| Boots: That take two Lads, the one fixteen, 


the other Fourteen Tears of Age; he of Sixteen 
ſhall be wiſer, thay he of N Czteris 
paribus, 2. e. as he explains himlelf, Fat 
Fourtcen, the aforeſaid Sixten Lad hapned to 
le as wiſe as the other is now. That every 
Gentleman that keeps 4 Chaplain, has not 
a Coen Abigail ts wait upon bir Lady. That 
it is lawful to take a Preface from * be- 


| cauſe the New — n refers to the "014. 


That there is a 7 of his, 
chat has above Pive _—_—_ Sermons by him ; 
and having lately very well loot d over the 
of them to legin with an inge- 

That it is very allowable to 
fred into 4 nene good ſtore of Latin a 
Greek (at leaft Latin) though it be in a Coun® 
try Pariſh; becauſe old Mr. Dod uſes to ſa ay, 
fo much ho fo much Fleſh. That it is a 
great joy and refreſhment to a Miniſters own 
Underſtanding, to quote ſeveral Languages, 
though xo body wnderflands them But himſelf. 
That tho it ſrould be admitted, that for the 
moſt part, in a Country Village Latin might be 
ſpared; yet if te be out of Se. Auſtin, it is 


very 
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8 YE 
tfeful, tho no Creature in the Pariſh un- 
22 one tittle of it 3 becauſe — Peo- 
ple are not to be impoſed upon, Laſily, That 
thoſe little Sentences, viz. As it were, if I 
may ſo ſay; and, with reverence be it ſpoken, 
are very mollifying Sentences ; and may with as 
much reaſon be uſed, as ſi ita loqui liceat, or 
detur verbo venia. 1 BITS : 
"Theſe, Sir, as far as I can perceive, arc 
the moſt knocking and deſtroying Obhjections 
againſt my Book. As for the reſt, he either 
moſt plainly, and groſly miſtakes me; or elſe 
he tries to do it, but ſays the ſame that l do 
(only he docs not know of it) when he thinks 
he contradicts me: All which will appear af- 
terwards in their due Places; for 1 would 
willingly be as careful to obſerve his Method, 
as he has been induſtrious to miſtake my 
- The firſt thing wherein I am ſo ſhamefully 
and horribly out, is, chat I have not fagfic:- 
ently reckoned ap the Grounds and Occaſions of 
the Contempt of the Clergy. For that I having 
referred all ro Ignorance and Poverty; I have 
_ fays he, (p. 5, &c.) moſt careleſiy left out the 
Papiſte, Jeſuits, Quakers, Nonconformiſts ; and 
(by his leave) he has forgot one, as well as 
I forgot che reſt, and that is, the Drainine 
of the Fexs; there being a near relation be- 
tween Atheiſm and the Contempt of the 
Clergy. But no Man can think of all things 


at once. 
Well; 


"1 4 SR 
Well; and do you think, Sir, that our old 
Friend is in good carneſt, or does he dro/! > 
Does he in his Conſeience believe that the 


| Papiſts do ſlight and undervalue our Clergy 2 


Do they lay their Plots and Stratagems ro 


make us daily more and more deſpiſed 2 and 


does he think that they are really at the 
very bottom of their Hearts, Adverſaries and 
Enemies to the Church of Eng/and > Well, 


ſuppoſe they be, what would he have-me do 
in this caſe? Muſt I fer fail 
Rome, or diſpatch a Letter forthwith to the 


preſently for 


Pope, deſiring him out of all love to tie up 
all his Prieſts and Jeſuits, and not ſuffer any 
one of them to croſs our Seas : And further- 
more, to let his Holizeſs know, that in good 
truth he does not do at all like a Gentleman, 


to let his Agents, and Emiſſaries ramble up 
and. down with Swords, and 


r Perukes, 
and other faſhionable Diſguiſes; inveagling 
thoſe of our Church, and ſearching up and 
down in unknown Habits, for ſome of the 


leaſt Learned of our Clergy, puzling them 


with Sophiſms, and making their Triumphs 
over them? Do you not think, Sir, that he © 
would liſten to this, as he did to the Quaker - 


that went over to Convert him? Surely the 


Arſwerer cannot be ſo i t of the Romiſb 
Church, and Conftitutions, as not to ſee, that 
fo long as the Pope believes himſelf Spream 
and Hallille, or (which is all one) endea- 
vours to carry on the Humour of being 
| NERD thouhg 
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thought and believed fo to be; fo long as the 
Proteſtants ſtand in their Opinion for Sthiſma- 
tics; and they believez. or at leaſt ſay they 
do, that there is no Salvation out of theit 
own Church; ſo long as they think them- 
ſelves obliged, er pretend to think, that they 
ought to uſe all Arts and Means, to reſtore 


all again to themſelves, and to fruſtrate. all 
the Intents of the Reformation Laſtly, fo 


long as they think themſelves Judges, ot will 
judge what means are moſt likely to be. ef- 
ſectual to bring about their Deſigns, ſhall we 


imagine that they will beg our leave to comb 
their Perukes, before they come 6ut of their 
Dre//ng-Room > or that they will take our” 
Advice what Street they ſhall walk in; what 
Company they ſhall keep, and whom they 
ſhall diſpute with? Now, Sir, becauſe [ 


thought it next to impoſſible to hinder alto- 
gether their contriving our Contempt, (it 
being in a manner in the Body of their Reli- 


gion io to de) as allo, thar there be ſeveral = 


wiſe and wholſom Statates of this Realm, 


with all Care and Prudence at firſt made, and 


finee often renewed (and now lately inforc'd 
dy ſtrict Proclamation) to prevent their bad 


intentions towards us, and to defeat, as nuch 

as may be, their Plots againſt us; if the A- 
ſwerer would but have conſidered of theſe 
things, and had he but had that ſame grati- 


Hing Maſter of his, who uſed as he ſays, fo 


to pen his Underſtanding, in the caſe f] "_— | 
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and Florus; pethaps, he might begin to gueſs 

why I did not particularly inſiſt upon the 
Papiſt t, as great Occaſions of the Contempt 
of our Clergy;; but leſt them, and many ſuch 


things, to de treated of by him: In doing of 
which (a am not apt to. boaſt of 
good Works) I did very friendly, for had I 
not left. Two ot Three ſuch things untouch d, 
he would have been hard put to it (as far as 


I perceive) to have found Furniture for his 
1 | 


But yer for all that, if 1 were highly plea» 


| fed with my own Model; and were reſolved + 
to hale, and ſetch in all to my two cholen 


words of /gnoran:e and Poverty, and ſtifly to 
defend the ſame; I could then, Sir, for a 


uced, tell him, that many have been tempted 


to turn Catholicks (as they call chem) for 
want of Preferment; and many have been 
abuſed and flighted by them, and brought 
themſelves and others of their Profeſſion, in- 
to Contempt, for want of Knowledge. 

Now, though I never expected, that all 
the Clergy of England ſhould be ſo ſubtile in 


| Logick, ſo canning at. untwiſting a Complex 
| Theme, ſo experimentally still d in Subject and 


Prædicate, ſo accurate at forming a Verb, and 
at hunting out an Etymology to the firſt Ori- 
Zinal (as | perceive the Aſwerer is, by what 
he ſo cacneſtly recommends in ſeveral places) 
but that here and there one in a Country | 


might poſlibly be by a keen and 


pinching 


pinching Feſuite D certainly, if x 


travagantly mad, and doting, 


worthily, and diſcreetly, that it were impol- 


the Preface, that I would propound 
as near as I could, but what was hopeful and 


Cn]. 


the 1 of the Clergy v 
leflened, rhough not 
For, hows oy that no body counts me ſo ex- 
as to think 
that | ſhall belicve, that it might poſſibly be 
ſo contriv d, that there ſhould not be any 


living Creature in Orders in the whole Land, 


but ſhould be ſo Rich and Learned, as that 
he ſhould never tempt any Man to dib eſteem 
him; or that he Mould? behave himſelf fo 


fible for the vileſt Ras al, Yarlet, or Infidel 
in the World, not to reſpect him, and at- 
tend to his Doctrine; (which is & 
the Anſwerer has a great mind that I 
lay, becauſe he can contradict it) ſeei 
1 had ſeveral times in my Lerter, as allo in 


nothing, 


that 
ld 
that 


prafticable, Which thing, if he had been at 


leiſure to have minded, he need not then 
have held up his Hands ſo high, and repeat 


it Ten or Twelve times with ſuch wonder- 
ment, chat 1 ſhould refer ail to Poverty and 


| ”— 
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ever leſſens No value of the Clergy; or renders 


only (on our 2 


ſo earthly miſtaken, as to ſay, that what- 


it leſs ſerviceable to the World, than might be 
reaſomtably hoped, may be al referred ts No- 
rance and Poverty. For, ſa po p. 7. The 
Occafions of the Contempt of the are got 
again, p. 18. Tov bad ſaid 2 b, SRD 
18. Jou h ' £0 $ | 
our 3 and Poverty had been ouly ſome, 
or the main of thoſe _—_ that leſſen our value; 
and not the only things. And p. 22: Where- 
fore again, ſomewhat e 7 is ſometimes the oc- 
cafion of the Contempt of the Clergy. And 
5. 23- T wiſh, ſays be, you bad wot ſaid, What- 
ever leſſen the value, &c. So that I perceive, 
if bad faid hat Poverty and Nroranee — 
been SO Crain, 4 hit main oc chief 
or the like, it had paſſed well 
: (1 might poſſibly have had the 
) but to ſay they are 
che only; that there is nothing ; to put 
_— ſtabbing Word Whatever, 1 an 
unkind, and friendly 
-2mper ; and, believe, would. vouch for 
K 2 meg 


c 


me, that I had ao, malice in my heart, when 
I faid Whatever. But l much wonder that the 
Anſwerer, who did fo often, and ſolicitiouſſy 
wih, that that ſame offenſive word Whatever 


ow *% 


had been left out, ſhould” oyerlook theſe o- 


ther that are in the ſame Sentence: wiz, f han 
might be reaſonably hoped : or if he did not, 


what did he think they meant a he may be- 


lieve me, that thoſe words were not put in 
by chance, and being flow to confe(s) now 
made uſe of to deliver me from a dreadful 


Miſtake : Bur latend thereby to ſigniſie two 


things ; firſt, that I would cnquire into ſuch 
courles, and grounds, as might be reaſon 
able, and proper for me to enquire into; and 
not into ſuch things, as were already taken 


cate of by the Laws of the Realm, or Canons, 


and Conſticut ions of our Charch, as was before 
hinted. And had we an Ad of Parliament, that 
were in as good force againſt the - 


verty of the Clergy, (which 2 worthy H. Ih. 


and very learned Author in a late 

Treatiſe tells us, might be 'fo ordered, as it 
might not be very grievous to the Sbjed) as 
againſt the Foreign and Domeſtick Enemies 


of the Church; Thad let out that ag well as 
thoſe many others Cauſes, which the Anſwer- 


er thinks fit to mention : Bur indeed, as to 
that other buſineſs of, want of Learning, that 
would ſcarce be eaſily remedied by a Vote of 
the Hiuſe, except it were extraordinary 


fail. | - 
Another 


| [ 15 | 
Another thing that I intend by thoſe 
Words, was, that I would meddle with no- 
thing but what was almoſt Impoſſible to be 
wholly avoided ; and therefore at that time, 
I did not think it. convenient (though perhaps 
afterwards I may), to tel! the People, that 
there are a great many very wicked ones in 
the World, and always will be. Such I mean, 
who defying Heaven, and even God bimlelf ; 
it is no Wonder that they are not ſparing to 
a Clergy man; although he has a very large 


Var ſonage, and although he has all thoſe ſame 


Books, that the Anſwerer lays (P. 46.) he has 
card of : nay, though he be one of bis 
Neighbouring Doctors, With his ratling Coach > 
For we have thoſe that can curſe and ſivear, 
as loud as that can rattle and rumble, let the 
Road be never ſo uncven, and the Coac h- man 
Jrive never ſo hard; and fo they will, fo 
long as they give themſelves up to the Dev//. - 
But I choughr it not fir to write a Letter to 
Him, to chain up his buſie Spirits of Dark- 
nels, from incermedling with Affairs on 
Earth; nor to inſert lim ſor one Ground or 


WW Occaſion of the Contemp? of the Clergy. Bur 


this, | think, may conveniently be ſaid, that 
whatever number we have of thoſe that are 
Deſpiſers, not only of che Clergy, but of all 
that is good ; and that were | ro write my 
firſt Letter again, | cannot (by the bleſſing of 
God) think of any more proper way, either 
to recover them from perperual ruin, or to 

1 abate 
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abate their inſecting of ethers, chan with all 
earneſtneſs ro wiſh chat there be daily 
additions of ſuch to our Worthy Clergy, whoſe 
Counſel, Value Example might win 
them by degrees into ſome Senſe of Religion, 
and better Opinion 1 are more pe- 
culiarly che Maintainers of the ſame. 
I kao there be ſome, who having a great 
Mind to diſlikę ſomething or other, think 
they have made a conſiderable Objection a- 
_ gainſt what I writ before, by ſaying, Thar | 
was very ſilent as to the carriage and conver- 
ſation of cheElergy ; which may be pe ue, 
and yet no great omiſſion; becauſe 1 thought 
with my ſelf, that if there were any want of 
Advice aud Exhortation to the Clergy, it 
might be more proper to be performed by 
ſuch as had Authority over them, and pawcr 


to mind them of Eccle/raftical Cenſures : But, 


for my part, | know very little Service that | 
could do in that kind, ualeſs I ſhould have 
rid up and down the Country, and turned 
Parretter, or Informer; and fo in a 
Roll of ſuch as ate idle and negligent in their 
Proſeſſion : An Employment, | mult Eoafels, 
that | do not much approve of, bur ſhall 
leave it to the Ready and Liſtning Noncor- 
formiſts ; whoſe ill Will to the preſenc Eſta- 
1 ol the 7 would make them 
very glad of the Office: and, I am confident, 
they Would bring in a very fine Bill ſince Sr. 


CCC ˙ 5bſ! en tw. A LR. 


Bart ho- 


2 ty 


Learning, 
dle than either of them, or both together. 
Les, truly chat it is, by above Ten in the 
Hundred: But yet for all that, he need not 


but lietle Money, and very few Bo 
give this [ntegrity a good Library, 
knowledge thereof, and an Hundred Pounds 


POPBTT RE ep hot AAS. 
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entruſted with the contriving 


ofit. 


And this may in part fati 


(9. 10.) viz. That Integrity, rogerher wich 
. and an Eſtate, is more conſidera- 


to chink, that ſuppoſing the great Tirbes 


ſhould be beſtowed upon a car, that he 


{ſhould preſently fall to breaking all the Com- 


 mandments, and ſaying the Creed backward ; 
for that is, or at leaſt muſt be his meaning, 


if he intended to gainſay what I had written; 
that is, that Learning, and a good conveni- 


ent Eſtate, are of none, or very (mall ac- 


count and uſe in a Clerg)- Mas ; if there be 


but integrity of Life, and good Converſation : 
| Which, 1 lay, I think is not extraordi 


true: For take this ſame /nteyrity, char has 


a Year * 


ſiderable, and do more good in the World, 
than Poor, Naked and Ualcarned Jr egrity, 1 
never ſaw the like of it; eſpecially. in a 
Clergy- Man, who you know lo Sir, ſince Mi- 
ricles are ceaſed, are ſuppoſed ro come to a 
betrer knowledge of the Mind of God, and 


better able to diſcover the {ame to the Peo- 
| "SY ple 


f e 
what the Auſwerer thought he ſaid againſt me 


nr 


and if this Integrity be not more con- 


: 
. 
J 
: 
5 
» 
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"0 
* arc committed to their Cares by de- 


dicating themſclves, and their _ co chat 
; Deſign and Service. 


It is juſt to as much . nnd as ranch 


againſt me, when the 4»ſwerer ſays on in the 
ſame Page, vis. That very Rich, and very 
Learned Clergy Men, — been deſpiſed; 
witneſs the Biſbops in the late Times. Ves, 
y truly, | muſt needs grant an old Friend of 
4 mine, that raking away all their Eſtates, che 
1 Arch- Biſhop's Head, and putting many of 
them in Priſon, are notable Sigus of their be- 
ing deſpiſed : And he may remember alſo, 
what the ſame de/pijinz Raſcals did to our 
1 Soveraign, the King, ; and what would he in 
4 ter from thence 2 If any thing at all, it muſt 
3 be, that Riches and“ Kuowledge are altogecher 
| 28 ** leſs, and as lubject to Contempt, as 
Poverty and Ignorunce: If he pleaſe, he may 
to infer ; bur when he has done, he will 
ſcarce be able to hie Two in a Country to 
believe him, unleſs they be * ipecial and 
inward Friends. 
But of all Stratagems char 5 makes uſe of, 
2 kow vain and ſucceſsleſs alf ay En- 
- deavours were likely to be; that certainly 
argues the moſt of cloſe and thick thinking 
which he lucks upon (p. 12.) Nay, lays he, | 
Will venture further a little to make it appear 
(and indeed if there were ever Fenture made, 
5 this was one) that lenorauce and Poverty are 
| not dle only * of Contempt; for ſome 
| Clersy- 
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Greek and Latin hard W . 
| ſterious Points, which to preach to _— 
People, you had as good give them a Leclure 
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Clergy-men are as much ſlighted ſor their great 
Learning, as others are for their Ignorance. 
Now, although he ſays in his Preface, that 
he would not much heal of convincing the Warld, 
how much I was miſtaken in what I undertook; 
yet I am confident of it, that this Contri- 
vance of his, did inwardly as much rejoyce 
the Cockles of his FTeart, as he phanſies, chat 
what I writ did ſomerimes. much tickle my 
Spleen. But wherein, ] pray, Sir, are they 
ſighred 2 O, ſays he, in their Preaching ; 4 
Learned-Schalar-Preacher can neither keep the 
People awake, nor make them write after him; 
whereas. a plain right-down, leſs Learned D. 
wine, ſoall make them ſtare and [tart again ; ſo 
would an honeſt Block: River with his Beetle, 
heartily calling at the Church Door, once in 
Five or Six Minutes, as well as the moſt Eo- 


clefraftical Fiſt powertully exerciſing upon 


Edi Wainſcot 5 | 

{7 think, Sir, chat Jqvorance will | 
out-Preach Learning '? He is to remember, 
chat into want of Learning, I put alſo Iadif- 
cretion, and want of the uſe of Learning; and 
alſo cofifideration of the payer, of of the 2 
tors; and there be many 2 — 


about Squaring the Circle: And therefore he 
did not hear me ſay, that the greateſt Meer 
Scholar, is always either the moſt admired 


TI, 
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Preaber, or really docs the moſt pood, be- 
cauſe many other Circumſtances are required, 
which, the Fame and _ of a 
| Preacher does ſometimes dep But yer, 
thus far | durſt —_ ro * a 
we are got u Venturing 1 at he 
that underſtands * h $ Scriptures beſt, 
and therein rhe Mind of God explained ; oy 
der which, I comprehend all Learning requi- 
fire for the ſame) he allo that has the Com- 
mand of true and uleful Rhetorick ; diſcern- 
ing what Words arc moſt proper and intelli- 
_ ws and how they are ſo to be ordered, as 
ſhall not make cither any harſh and un- 
— noiſe, nor be difficulty underſtood ; 
and that has beſides an udible and graceful 
Voice, a comely and unblameable Geſture 
if this Man thus 'accompliſh'd, be not more 
reſpected, and likely to do more good in ge- 
neral, than he that wants all, or hes but fome 
| few of theſe, then it is a moſt raſh and idle 
np, to wiſh the very 
Sleryy, to have had the opportunities of 
_ Bur, O, the ſauctifel potures, the Jami- 
hay and condeſcending Similirudes, and the in- 
frezating and melting Nice! | hope, Sir, they 
do not relv)ve to muzzle my Clergy-uias, or 
think chat I intended only a mate Divine; one 
that ſhould only from, and forebead his Pa- 
rſhioners into a Godly Life, inſtead of pru- 
dently reproving them; and ſaying nothing 
to 


meaneſt we have of 


od hd. ds AS ah 


wth 
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ſhould only chear up the 
, with drawing up his Chaps into a 
pleaſant Smile, when the Ce of Comfort is 
ready to come. Of which Religious Face- 


makers, we had a great plenty in the late zea- 


lous times; thofe, I mean, that uſe to turn 
up the Glaſs, and ſpend 2 quarter of ir, in 
cocking of themſelves into a ſtil! fit of Prayer, 
and then breaking out into a ſudden fright of 
Devotion, as if they were riſen from the 
dead. We are (thanksbe to God) paſt thoſe 
days, when the Palprteers ule to (trip and 


truſs themſelvcs, as if they were to hw 


ſome ſpiritual :umbling ; and fo having 
up theirCloaks,and put back their Hair 
their Ears, ſometimes they were for 
backwards, as if they would take up a 


ling in their Eyc-lids ; ſometimes again 


— 2 Catbinn; is as if 
turn over their heads, and ſhew 


double Sammer ſet ; GO if there came 
be any extraordinary Shew, and che 
ſion did require any rranſcendent Fears of 
Activity, 3 Agiliry of Body, ſuch as 
a um T hankſy vlg, or a Salem Day of Hu- 
pizliation; ſuch a time called only cloſe 
41 EL 8 


rern 8 hindrance 
to the efficacious carrying on the Wet — 
Day, and the immediately ſucceeding 


Then ix 999 Bae 


for 
would 
you the 
came to 

the Occa- 


rac 


in the management of the Eye; and he that had 


the. leaſt Pupil, was the moſt righteous ; be- 
| cauſe moſt eaſily concealed by the rowling 
white. Then it was, that they would ſcarce 
let a round fac'd Man go to Heaven; bur if 
he had but a little Blood in his Cheeks, his 
Condition was counted very dangerous; and 
it was almoſt an infallible Sign of abſolute re- 
probation And I will allure you, Sir, 3 

very honeſt Man of a Sarguine Complexion, if 
he chanc d to come nigh an officious Zealot s 
Houſe, might be ſet in the Szockz, only for 
looking freſ> in a froſty morning; and yet, 
for all that, theſe pale and world-renouncing 
Saints, ſhould ſily lick up all the Sweer- 
meats of a {mall Pariſh, 8. religiouſly ſuck 
down a Pint or two of Malaga, and then de- 
ſpiſe the Creature, unleſs taken with mode- 
cation. 

What the Avſwerer meant, in laying that 
an unlearned Preacher had many ways to 
keep People awake, and to make them as 
boſe with their Pens, as the Clerks arc in 
their Chancery Office; whereas a man of 
Reaſon, and true Eloquence ſhould not fo 
much as draw forth one Sigh, Tear, or drop 
of ink, I Sp go underſtand ; far my Paths I 
ſee nothing to the contrary, "bur that a Fer- 
ſon of = ducation and Diſcretion ' 1 
did) — think it uſeleſs and phanta ical, 
may hollow as loud as che moſt liege of all; 
for, Sir, if * remember, care Was taken. 


that 
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that ſuch as were deſigned for the Miniſtry, 
ſhould have, not only all their outward Limbs, 
but alſo good, ſtrong, and laſting Entrails; 
which, you know, Sir, if the Mouth does 
but open, and things be but a little ordered, 
will make noiſe enough. If indeed People were 
to be bellow'd or blown to heaven, then cer- 
tainly their Herdſman with his Horn, might 
fave more People of the Pariſh, than che Mi- 
_ niſter, though he ſpilts his Throt; and 1 
deny not, but that man may be ſcar d by a 
whole Cannon, or a Crack of Thunder, but 
ſcarce into a'good Life that will hold and 
continue; and although to the late famous 
Triers, it was an approved of Sign of C. 
verſion, to have been a great Storm or Tem- 
peſt, and to have been a little frighted or af- 
feted therewith; yer I cannot forbear to 
ay, that that perſon, who has been kept a- 
wake by a meer hideous noiſe, and ſuch a 
ſtrenuous Voice that will not ſo much as let 
the poor Fackdaws reſt quierly upon the Szee- 
ple? when he gets but once out of that jar- 
iq Din, de may preſently fall. aſleep, and as 
well try to mediate upon a Sound of Trumpets, 
as any thing that he remembers towards the 
INTER 7. wh 
I did partly, Sir, promiſe to obſerve the 
Aer Method : But | am afraid I ſhall 
not be alto ſo good as my word; and 
if I fail, I ſuppoſe it is no great matter; for 
do not perceive that the cloſeneſs of his 


Siege 
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Da 4h ſuch, as ſhould ſtrictly tequite 
ſuch thing; therefore before I proceed any 
further, as he tells me p. 3. that he bas mo 
reaſon to thaut me, that I ſhould take notice of 
uo otber Occaſſons of the Contempt of the Clergy, 


But Igrorance aud Poverty; ſo, I am furel 


have very little reaſon to thank him, for try- 


ing to make people believe, that I ſhould 


fay, that whatever Diſgrace or Conte 
lie apon any of the Clergy, it 
their owe Faults ; to which 
on he (peaks nigh twenty times in his 
Bock. By two or three places, Sir, you may 
gueſs at his meaning in the reſt,p.6. he ſays, I 
dio almoſt inſult over the Poverty of the Clergy 5 
and that I de in 2 manner excuſe the Laity for 


mt did 


deſpifing the Clergy ; and p. 18. he wonders 
that the Clergy is wholly 
acceſſary to their own ſhame; whereas it is oft- 
times their Misfortune, as he lays, 9. 23. and 
the matter had not been much, if he would 


at me for thinking 


have been content, to have been miſtaken all 


alone by himſelf, but he mult draw in the 
| Countrey Gentleman, and ſcandalize them; 
and ſet them to make a gtoundleſs and ſenſe- 


| leſs Speech, from what he pretends they 
' ſhould find in my Boat; ſaying, Look you 


lere, Parſon, have you ſeen this Book ? here is 2 


one that has made it as plain as the Sun, that 
Jau are 4 company of dull Black: heads, and that 
the reaſon that you are no more reſpetted, is all 


your 


E — . A. =: „ 


mat A 
am 


[25] 


— =» bes fink i in your 
ak ſorroms, there is no body likely to pity you. 


Surely, Sir, the A»ſwerer has got my Book 
purpoſely Printed for his own hs; 
For, I can find no ſuch ching at all in mine, 
namely, that all the diſcredit, or calami y that 
fails upon any of the Clergy is wholly, and [ 
” ar eber 4 themſelves. = = the con- 
_ rrary oſt every page: as ſuppole a 
Lad ſhould be impoſed upon, and made be- 
lieve he is fit for the Univer ty ; and there- 
u pon ſhould be preſently ent away Wich 
Cato, Corderius, and Textor's Egiehites, for 
— ; and with Mir dat . 
and perhaps the beginning of the next verſe, ſo 

fitted to hia tongue, that it is ready to ſtart 
out of his mouth at the firſt ſight of the 
Theatre, or Kings Colledge ( : and — 
when he comes there, thac his 
uch, that the Muſes come upon him 


J. not Money 
to purchaſe them ; bat aut go tothe Stats 
ner, to look what's the Exg/iſh of a word: 


and fo as it is in the Fable, be chips mts the 


* 
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pond, in hopes of a flock of Sheep; but ſo it 7: 


falls out, that he never arrives to the pre= ll /' 
ferment of above twenty pounds a year; where- IM /- 
upon, Sir, upon theſe and the like occaſions, fu 
ir ſo happens that ſuch an one poſſibly proves te 
not very ſerviceable to the Church, nor much 
eſteemed by the People: Now can any one 
in the world, beſides the Anſwerer, beſomad il 7! 
as to think, that 7 who had reckoned up il = 
theſe, and many ſuch occaſions of the Con- ea 
tempt of the Clergy, and finding thereupon, 7 
here and there a perſon in Orders not ſo ho- ” 
noured and uſeful, as might be wiſhed ; fe 
ſhould ' preſently bid him (or tempt others, l 
by what 1 ay, to do it) go hang, damm, or 7 
bury Mimelf alive ; go fink, drows, or die in a / 
ditch lite à dog: he may e en thank himſelf, it 4 
way perfettly his own: a great lazy Iubber, : 
that might have had a Living of fix or ſeven- J 
{core pounds a year, and be muſt be modeſt, , 
and go piling into a private corner with one L 
fixteen ; au idle and unambitious.Coxcomb,that 
migbt have had his Barns :opt full of Corn, be- ) 
des two great ſtacks in the Iard; and when 
he fhould be gathering in his refreſhing Har- 
veſt, for him to le counting up his few an-co- | 
ming eggs, or (crambling with the poor Pig for | 
Rite waar the Daun Tree: * ill cantri- . 
ving Raſcal, that in his younger years ſhould 
chooſe to lag the bag and the” bottle à mile or | 


600 to School : and to bring home only a ſmall 


t of Greek or Latin moſt magyſterially con- 


ſirued, 


1 
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Pruecd, and won not enter himſelf into one of 
the great Schools of the Land, where he might 
ave received his belly full of knowledge in 
full chargers; and afterward having ſt ve or 


ten pounds a year plentifitly allowed him by 


h's friends, ſhould forſate the Uurverhty, and 


the Advantages thereof, and g% ſnexking into 


the Country, and ſperd the prime „ lu, vears 
1ith a company of ſmall Grammar- Sia e 4 
careleſs and mmprovident wretch,. that ſhould be 
% overſeen, as to bes deſcended of ſuch an hu 
mourſom and phlegmatie | Father, who was (0 
fury, and dull as'to beſtow upon him neither 
Eſtate nor Parts; or that ſhould be ſo inconft- 
F 2h and nndiſcerning as that he ſhould [uf- 
fer himſelf to be begotten of ſuch mean and or- 
dinary Parents : whereas there be {0 many fine 
2 tall Gentle folks in the world, that coats 
ve g. vn or. procured him preſent prefſerment : 
away miſerable ard low content:d mortal! 
Weep on, and die! finking in your dun ſor- 
rows, and in jour aum contrived miſe tes ; for 
14 are likely to hav? no felge, pity or reſpect 
from #5. | od he 


Aﬀer this rate, Sir, he diſeredits the Cu. 


try Gentry, in tar Speech, which he makes 
tor them; as if he could find any one Crea- 


ture in the whole Nation (that ever faw my 
Bat beſides himſei, ſo egregioully weak, 
45 ca miſtake me lo groſly as he reprelents | 


Was. -.i Neither, 
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Neither, Sir, would it ſatisſie the Anſwe- 
rer to endeavour to make People believe that 


it was my opinion, that whatever diſeſteer 
any of the Clergy did lie under, was 7 
fel#ly occafion'd by their own choice, and wholly 
to be attributed to their own neglect, and im- 


_ prudence, but he muſt needs go about to draw 


me in, to underualue the whole Clergy of the 
Land which he has as much reaſon to hope 
to do (from any thing that 7 ſaid) as to try 
to perſwade me, that I promiſed in my firſt 
© to cut y own Throat, and for that 
purpoſe, be why ordered the buſineſs, that 


in the Mercurius Librarius, to the end of the 


Title of his 4iſwer, theſe words ate added, 
viz. Wherem is contained a ſober Findication 


of the Clergy ef England from the imputation 


of Folly and Ignorance. Now, Sir, although 
did not ſpend much time in contrmying 2 
ſet commendation of our 17 and 
Clergy: yet in ſeveral Places / ſaid fo much, 


honourable 


and agknowledg'd ir ſo fag, chat 7 thought 
that no body, that would but ar all attend to 
what / writ, and were not very humourſome 


and peeviſh beſides, . could-paſhbly miſtake 


my Meaning; my Deſign being not to make 
Art gael Gen Commemoration f the 


Learning and Wiſdom of our Clem Which 
the whole World has always admited,” and 
have reaſon ſtill ro do, and our Adverſarics 
is” co dread) bur ſtil! co encteaſe the nber of 


pur Admirers, and that we may become 3 
R 92 © N 7 F N greatel 
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greater terrour to, the Eremies of our Church. 
Neicher, Sir, was altogether ignorant, how 
much the ordinary fort of our Eng/i/h Clergy 
do far excel in Learning, the common Prieſts 
of the Church of Rome. Bur, Sir, as I told 
you in my laſt, as there were very good 
Realons (ever ſince Infallibality, and the ſe- 
veral Arts thereunto belonging, was hid 
alide) for which it might be convenient that 
our Common Clergy Bose be richer than 


theirs: So for he ſame Reaſons, it might. be 
requiſite (or at leaſt very deſireable) that it 
ſhould be more Learned ; but for all this, 
Sir, the Anſperet taking no great delight in 
und what J meant, on he goes, 
7. 25. moſt. Hiſtorically ſhewing, that the 


Eng Chery, ſinca the — * Queen 


Reign, is much improved; and the 
or; y*+ becauſe they can now Breach much 
letter, than the Hi K-Serie could then : 
Whom I muſt grant to be a moſt admirable 
Preacher, if his phax/ic, and Biskets held out 
good to the end of his Sermon; to which, 
were it worth the while to reply, it might be 
ſaid, that (iy the Clergy be ſome what 
improved ſince e Days be {peaks of; and 
that dhe teſt of the World ray ſtaring {till 

ar che ene lot degree of Underſtanding, 
chen M Mar, although but a little a- 
mended ii his Judgment, and excelling thoſe 
of farmer times, would be much valued and 
reſpocted. But n Laity have an * 
| A by 2 © 


„10 
kind of Phanſie to inquire, to improve, and 
in their way and proportion, to grow in 
Knowledge alſo ; then a little improvement 
in the Clergy will not poſſibly beſo hugely 
wondred at, as the Anſwerer expects it ſhould 
be, unleis he could procure an Order to have 


al! that are now living in the World, to be 
preſently knock d on the Head, and to fetch 
from the Grave tlie High-Sheriff, and his g 
norant Hualberteers, to admite the growth and 
increaſe of Learning, that is now to be found 
in the preſent Clergy. Bur for my part, | 
muſt confeſs, I know no reaſon to deny, that 
the Clergy of the Land does daily conſidera- 
bly improve ; but withal, I do not perceive 
where the Murder, Witchcraft, or the Jeſui- 
tiſm of the buſine(s lies, either in wiſhing 
chat they may til] proceed; or in gueling 
why they go on no faſter. _ 

| believe, Sir, you are Goffcienty tired 
with reading the ſmall devices, that the 4 
ſwerer makes ule of to defeat the deſign of 
my Book, and the hard ſhifts that he is * 
times put to, to contrive but a coc ionable 
Miſtike ; but when his parts grow low, and 
his invention flags, then he is ſor ſecking out 
for one ot my own ſuppoſed Objes (and 
preſently ſhutting the Book, leſt h&Kould 


read any of the Anſwer) he ſpends his time in 
Paraphrafing upon that. How often, Sir, he 
falls into this humour, it would coſt the 
1 ſhall 

Et 8 


| Reader near fix pence to know. 


32. 
give you therefore at preſent, Sir, but one 
inſtance of it: About the beginning of p. 32. 
he wonders at me very much for ſeeming to 
ſay, that the worſt of all Scholars are pick d © 
out for Diumity. For, ſays he, 1s it wt a 

range thing, that they who have diverted to 
other Studies, ſhould for à greet part, prove 
excellent in their kind, able Lawyers, expert 
Phykcians, &c. yet they only who ſettle to Di- 
vinity, ſhould for the moſt part prove otherwiſe ? 
Yes truly, it is a very ſtrange thing: and I 
believe the like was ſcarce ever heard of, 
elpecially by an Anſwerer, who will neither 
read, nor gueſs tollerably : For, if he had 
but taken that ſame proſpective- Claſ, which 
he adviſed me to look upon the Laity withal, 
+ 5. and had he but turned either end of it 
upon what I ſaid, p. 11, 17, 21, & 81. 
perhaps his wondring in time would have 
lomewhat abated; for there he might have 
found, that very few determine themſelves 
to the Profeſſion of Law, or Phyſiqh, without 
the conſideration of ſome Eſtate, upon which 
they foreſee they may be probably maintain d, 
until they gain Skill enough, and reaſonable 
Confidence, to profeſs what they deſign; and 
lure I am, that there is Farce now to be 


found Lawyer in the Nation, that ever got, 
or s hkely ro get Sauce for a Pullet, but (be- 
lides his Univerſity Preparations) has ſpent 
the beſt part ol his time, for ſix or {even 
years together to fic himſelf for his intended 
Employ- 
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Employment; and as for thoſe many others 
that go only to the Int of 'Court, to learn 
and admire the excellent Knack of eating 
without a Trencher, or to kaow the Porters 
Name, and the four Terms, theſe are only a 
ſhame to themſelves, no great diſcredit to 

the Profeſſon, becauſe they never intend, nor 
endeavour to practiſe; and if they ſhould go 
about it, it would be but to very little ad- 
vantage for them to give a proof of their ill 

ſpent Time; for he that palpably loſes his 
| Buſineſs at che Barr, once and again, meerly 
fer want of Skill, and not out of pardonabie 
Miſtake, he may den run Home to his 
Chamber, and lay afide his Gown for his 

Sword will as well become him in Michae/mar 

Term, as in the Long Vacation. 
And theſe, Sir, are the Choice, and Beſt of 
the Reaſons, that 1 can find in the Avſwerer ; 
upon which, he will not ſuffer any of the la- 
feriour {rr of the Clergy to come to any 
higher degree of e before they en- 
ter upon their holy Employment. The next 

— oe * — co ſhew, is, ty 
uppoling the Ignorance of any of the Cer 

be ſuch, as it were — to will dieß 
yet, that / have either not truly aſſi che 
A 7 it, or have 2 cred mam * 

ere in the firſt place, he falls upon me 45 
verely, as the very Caſt l les hindlelf could 
have almoſt done, for finding fault wich che 
common Method of Schaoling: In which, 41 
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_ ind brings me over 


EE... .. 
eſt Adult, ahour Greek and_ Latin is fo 
forcible and furio is Reaſonin 5s (0 kill- 
ingly cloſe and Jeſſcoyin „and all his De- 
ductions ſo ſecurely back d and guarded, that 


1 was almoſt tempted to renounce Logic, 


and all its Works, and never to come again 
within a Furlong of an Untwiſter of Complex 
Themes ; but preſently ro clap Hat under 
Arm, and to run as hard as Legs would car- 


ry me to the firſt Man that ſold any Amo, or 
e. About the middle of p. 35. (a place I 


am ſure I ſhall no more forget then Maſtorn- 
Moor) after a mild and gentle Preface, as 
ſweet and courteous as Friends could deviſe, 


. I beg your pardon, ſays he, if 7 be not al- 


teget ler of your Opinion, as to the bufmeſs of 
Schooling. When, alas (little thinking 7 ot 
any ſuch danger, ſo nigh at hand) without 
mercy he ſeizes upon me with the utmoſt 
violence, and dint of Logick, and beginning 
with a moſt confounding disjunctive Sylogiſm, 
called by the wicked and hard-heartcd, a 
Dilemma, or Cornute (Which you know, Sir, 


is the moſt barbarous and unchriſtian chat 


can be invented by Men of Argument) he tells 

me after this inhuman and ſavage manner z 
Either, ſays be, it is neceſſary that Greek and 
Ear ſbauld be learned, or not. Now, for my 


part, Fire or Water: Burn or Drown; [ 
know not Which to chuſe. If 7 ſay Not, 


then he has me moſt cruelly upon che Hip, 
with a moſt deadly Gulſh: 
L 4 For 


4 34. 
For 1, thinking nothing of this Miſchief, had 
gone, and fooliſhly ſaid, that chere were very 
good Books in Latin and Greek; and there- 
fore ſeeing / cannot avoid ir, I muſt fay yes, 
though it be to the undoing of my Wife and 
Children. Tes, ſays he, then 7 nectſſar /, 
theſe Languages are to be learned at School, 
or not: Well, it's een as good to be undone 
at firſt as at laſt, 7 mutt fay Yes again. 
Very good | \ays the Anſwerer; and nom we 
have got you thus far; I proceed, and aſſume. 
Nay, think /, now I perceive, he intends to 
_ kili me alive; now come French, Spaniard, 
Turk, Tartar, or any deviſable thing; for 
nothing, 7 am ſure, can be fo heathenilh, 
and void of all Grace as a crucl and blood 
thirſty Aſſamer : But I muſt be content; for 
on he goes, and to make an utter cad of me, 
lays, that if Greek and Latin are to be learned 
at School, - then a good proficiency is there to“. 
made and if a good proficiency, then nothing, 
but the meer words of the Languages are to be 


ſtudied, But I know, Sir, he'll be ready to 


ſay that he does not conclude ſo; but 7 care 
not for that, for he muſt conclude fo, if ie 


intended to conclude againſt what I fail. 


For / ſaid nothing againſt rhe Languages, 
but only that ſome other dehghrtul . 
ments might be mixed with them; and that 
a very competent $k1ll therein, might 
with more Advantage be gain out of ſome 
olhec Aurhors, than out of Didtionarres, ot 

| | _ TE 
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Juuud's, Which are not much better. A Lad 


ſurely may bring up a little Arithmetict and 
Geometry (beſide a good Budget of Latin and 
Greek) without breaking the Horſes Back, 


_ eſpecially it his Fathers: Man comes but along 


with him. And as the Anſwerer ſays, he has 


| heard of Fathers, Councils, and the like; ſo 


| have heard there is a Greek Euclid; and 
that there be many Latin Books, out of 
which, Knowledge, together with Words, 
muy be conveniently learned. But alas! now 


I think of it, vid Folkes will not give unto 


Children anv Reaſon, for fear it ſhould choak 
them. What give a Child rank and ſurſeit- 
inp Senſe! It wiil breed Worms, the Itch, 


 Kib'd Heels, and Scabby Heads. Children 


mult have only Water-Gruel, fcall'd Milk, 
Bread and Butter thin ſpread, and gay d, and 
-afie digeſtible Words. A Triangle brings 
down the Pin of the Mouth, and a Square, if 

it be any thing large, certainly inflames, and 


cauſes the Squimy. And, as the Avſwerer 


ſays; (2. 37.) It is Memory alone that is to 
be cheriſhed and employed in Lads; that being 
the great Store-bouſe and Foundation of aff 
Learning. Yet truly, it is ſo; but for all 
that, I do not much approve, that a Whole 
fig of Lads ſhall be all hang'd up indifferent · 


IV together, for not being able in the ſame 


time to get, and repeat lo many inches, ox 
feer of Words; whereas perhaps lome of 
chem, having naturally but a imall Faculty 
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that way, have as much reaſon to be whipp'd, 
* Hair is not curl d and flaxen, or 
theit Eyes are not gray. And whatever Senſe 
the Anſwerer may pretend is to be found in 
Schook-Books to aſſiſt and help the Memory, 
yet it is uſually ſo undiſcernable to Lads, that 
you had as good ſet them to get by Heart 

all the Sigus from Jemple- Bar to Weſtminſter, 
a8 * Tasks that they are oft · times obli- 
ed to. | ts. 
9 And as for the buſineſs of Homer, if the 

Anſwerer will promiſe me not to be angry, I 

will for once chuſe rather to be of my Lord 
Bacon s Opinion than his; who tells us in 
his advancement of Learning, That he can 
* withour any difficulty pronounce, that the 
Fables of Homer (notwithſtanding be has 
* been made 2 kind of Scripture by the later 
Schools of the Græcians) had no ſuch in- 
© wardneſs in his own meaning; but how- 
ever as the Anſwerer well obterves, there is 
ſomewhat elſe in Homer beſides Achilles's 
Toes. But I profeſs, Sit, my mind did ſo 
run upon the fo often commended Moveadle: 
of the Captain (mis α‘) that I might ca- 
fily forget the Buckle-Garters, But is there 
nothing elſe in that ancient and venerable 
Por, but ſtories of Foo menſbip, and ſuch like 
low acrompliſnment? Was it not he that laid 
down the firſt Elements of Phyſr and Chirur- 
ger; and gave the firſt Glimpſes for ſcraping; 
of Lint and ſpreading, Plaiſters upon Leather ? 
a 175 
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i he to be undervalued. chat is not only the 
moſt Cbriſlian but moſt Proteſtamt of Poets; 
in whoſe Works you may not only find all 
practical Divinity, as faſt as in the little Book 
of Piety it ſelf; but moſt Caſes of Conſcience 
warily reſolved, and knotty Controverſies 
pews decided 2 ishe to be oo. Rumbler, 
Who glides as fmooth. as a Star, or a ficed 
Roeker of Tow? who was not like common 
confined Mortals, born at one dull Place; 
but at no leſs than ſeven the moſl eminent 
Cities of the Eaſt 2 is he, with whoſe Works 
Alexander alone could take reſt, when as the 
whole World beſides could not content him: 
— who has been ſo ſolemnly quoted in all 
ges, and ſo generally telied on as the only 
— hor of Grecian Claſſicalneſs, to be com- 
pared with Garagantua, that was famous far 
nothing elſe but 7archchuls | Alas, Sir, this 
is nothing to what might be found in Homer, 
2 lo whis but diligent, aud go but deep 
into the Original. There is the Je- 
ſuits fects Powder: that the World has made ſuch 
2 great ſtir about, lies ſo evidently in one 
place, chat reading but the very Verſe with 
true Acrent, will almoſt cure an 
| Nwartan: And again, there is the Philoſphers- : 
Stone; for what People have been groping 
ſo many-Ages : I could ſay ſomewhat. gon- 
.cerning a certain word in the ſecond 
Mia. that would encourage an often fruſtra- 
td Philoſopher, to Fall tor his deſpairing 
| Bellows, 
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Bellows, and preſently to blow up afreſh, 
And indeed moſt of thoſe Rarities, which 
fatter Ages have counted themſelves -happy 
and ingenious in the finding out ; as the 
Compaſs, Printing, the Circulation of the Blood, 
and the like, are fundamentally all in Homer; 
and if People had not been Lazy and Di- 
ſtruſtſul, might have been long before brought 
to light, by a little help of Didymus and Eu- 
flat hius. 4 
And this puts me in mind of what I have 
heard ſo often ſaid concerning his Latin Bro 
ther, Prince Virgil; namely, that if all Arts 
and Sciences were abſolutely loſt, burnt or 
funk, and only Virgil left ſecure in the Ca- 
pitol, they might be all moſt eaſily recovered 
out of him, by one that has but patience, a 
black Eye, and a good Commentator. In one 
corner of a /erſe lie very cloſe all the Secrets 
and ſeveral Syems of Aſtronomy; and though 
Ricciolus has leemed to ſearch many Authors 
for his curious Oblervations, and to have 
ſpent many an Hour in his ingenious Contri- 
yances; yet it you trace him Home, and 
| Watch him but cloſely, you will find, Sir, 
that he is only a Paraphraſe of Four or Five 
Pounds price, upon thoſe bare fruitful words 
of the P quo fidere terram. From a- 
nother (mall quantity of Princely Yerſe may 
be retrieved, if need ſhould be, all the pra- 
ctical as well as fundamental Laws of Policy, 
and that Candia ſtood out Twenty Years, 
only by a right underſtanding of - Apibus 
quanta 
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in a Caution or two, as to what was laid a 


[ 39 J 
quanta experientia parcis; keeping cloſe. to 

the Letter; and was afterwacds taken by 
ſome idle, and looſer interpretation of the 
ſame words; there is nothing more plain. 


Nay, Sir, | ſhall tell you a little further, 


what a Nonconformiſt not long ago hinred ra 
me, viz, That if the pre/ent Fathers of our 


Church would but lay. afide al Eccleftaftical Hi. 


tory, Fathers, Councils, and Canons, he would 
undertake to draw up, out of the Evangelical 
and P rophetical Writ ings of Virgil (as he call d 
them) ſuch a Body of Divinity and Church. 
Diſcipline, as ſhould exatlly agree with the 
Primitrve Doctrine and Intentions of cur Sa- 
viour ; and more than that (giving me a pri- 
vate Jogg) he was almplt lure, that if this 
great Poetical Divine had lived in our days, he 
would have turn'd ont at Bartholomew; fur he 


found ſome notable Irfinuations in the Author 


againſt the Surplice, and rexouncing the Cove · 


naut. So that, Sir, upon farther conſidera» 
tions, I muſt be forced to acknowledge, what 
the Anſwerer ſays, page 38. that zogether with 


the Fabulous part of Foetry, there is 4 great 


deal of uſeful Learning to be found. _ 
But withal, Sir, I muſt beg leave to put 


little before concerning Homer; and then 
not a word more of Homer all this Yeax. 


And firſt of all, I have made ſome little en- 
quiry, concerning 4/exaxder's laying him un- 


der his Pillow; and 1 find that the Learned 
| Os | differ ; | 
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differ - ſome placing him only upon a Stool 
by the Beds-fide, and others over 'his Head 
upon a little Ridge ; the ancient Manuſcripts 


not fully agreeing about d and v; and 


| and as for Rablais, I ſhall not undertake for 


his being of the Reſormed Religion; but as to 
Divine Myſteries, I think that Homer and he 
may equally pretend; and though Compari- 
fons are odious, yet I am ſomewhat forward 


to acknowledge that the mighty Spirit of 


Garagantua declining the vulgar way of co- 


ming into the World, and cunningly crawl-_ 


ing up the Z7ofow Pein, and ſo making his 


inferior either for Honour or Stra 
that Sever-City Birth of Homer. 
deed ſometimes wir Idle, Extravagant Peo- 
ple, that are ſo prophane as to compare his 
Poems to Cbivy chaſe, but ſuch I always 
check, ſhewing them plainly, that when the Poet 
hasa Mind to recreate his Readers to purpoſe, 


'to 


then by the elegant help of his little tick- 


ling vis and de, be could do it ſo effectual- 


ly, that nothing ever came more delightful 


from the Town of Athens. What more 
Thbeorbo- lite, than , & "nul gef“ krem Hane 
An Nn. What more ſmooth and Cœ- 
leſtial, than Exvirirn, £15217, mwondumuby] 


is. But indeed, when the Broad: Sides 
of Polupbloisboio r, the Hippodamio 1, and the 


Polaſcusrhmoio s, are dreadfully diſcharged to- 
wards the upper end of the School, 


Noiſe 


cape under his Mother's Ear, is not much 
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Noiſe thereof come grumbling dawn like 3 
Cart over a Wooden Bridge; | will not ſay, 
but that aſmall Lad or fo, of a tender Con- 
ſtitution, may chance to creep underneath 
the Table. But to make an end, Sir, of 
chis; queſtionleſs there is a very peculiar 
and ſecret worth in ſeveral Authors; and if 
you want a Bir of Ancient Authority, to plant 
 Claſſically upon the Title-· page of your Book, 
there is none that is more fir, or has been 
more ſerviceable, than the worthy Poet be- 
ſore · mentioned. Nay, fo ſerviceable has he 
been in this kind, that I durſt almoſt ven- 
ture to ſay, that if he ſhould by any Misfor- 
rune be afterwards utterly loſt, he might be 
ſo far pick d up by Pieces out of Title-Pa- 
ges, that there ſhould fcaxce be wanting one 
+ i eee | 
And thus having done with Greek and La- 
| tin, I ſhall now, Sir, follow the Anſwerer to 
/. 39. where he tells the World that if Le 
would have made the worſt Conſtruttion of all 
things, (and indeed worſe I think no body 
could have made very eaſily) it is my Opiniv 
| on, that Thirteen or Fourteen Tears of Age, is 
# id enough for-a Boy to be dubbd a Freſhman in 
the Univerfity , whereas I only ſaid, it is but 
| very low and flender Diet, to live Sixteen 
$ Years upon the meer ſtrength of Words: But 
| notwithſtanding, that he hurries on ina moſt 
x {harp confuration of me ca eris paribus, as he 
| did about Greek and Latin; but yet ſome- 
; | . | | | , what | 
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what warily quoting by the way, Dr. Hum 
mond, and another that were admitted into the 
Univerſity at Thirteen and did well. Whereas, 
in that place, it never enterd into my 
thoughts to conſider ro what Years it was 
beſt to continue at School: Bur only, let the 
time be what it will, thought that ſome of 
it poſſibly might be better ſpent, But the A. 
ſwerer does no more here, than in many 
Places beſides ; for where the confutable mat- 
ter grows ſcarce and thin, then he is for mak- 
ing ſome certain Opinion for me; and hav- 
ing deputed me to ſay ſuch and fuch Words, 
he begs leave to ſuggeſt ſomewhat, Pag. 40. and 
then he falls with all vengeance upon that 
ſame poor Opinion of his own deviſing, and 
knocks it, and bangs it to Duſt and Aſhes. | 
And this Humour is ſo powerful upon himF# 
that within Two or Three Pages he is at it 
again, viz. Pag. 43. I does not, lays he, al- 
ways neceſſarily follow, that Rope-dancers in the 
School, prove Jack-puddings in the Pulpit, No 
verily, it does not; and | knew it very well 
But that does not hinder, but that it may 
ſometimes follow, or very oſten, of fu 
happen (as | ſaid Pag. 33.) | pray, Sir, when 
you meet the Anſwerer next, deſire him 
to look a little better to his Words. He 
could not be content to put in a/ways inſtcad 
of «ſually ; but be mult bind jt, and ram it 
with neceſſarily; ſaying, it does not always 
neceſſirily follow. I oe him, as | 1 — 
g a little 


[4] 


a little curioſity, for treating me ſo barbar- 2 


ol 

+ BW ouſly about that (ſame troubleſome word wha:- 
ever. I wiſh withal my heart, that he had 
y not ſaid always for an Old Friend, an Old 
8 Acquaint ance © ſay always | and to put in ne- 
e ceſarily beſides ! it was certainly a moſt un- 
f happy overſight. But then, I liked that which 
- Wl follows fingularly well; i e. having made me 
y to ſay, that ad that ever had been Prevaris 
t- cators and the like, did always neceſſarily prove 
* Triflers in the Pulpit. There, (ays he, I think 
Ie catebd him bravely; for I know ſome 
8. that never came there; and others that haue; 
1d WM wh Hehave themſelves very gravely and ſeri- 


owlly, Yes, and fo do I kno e ſeveral, that 

have been courted, or iorc'd to undertake 

thoſe publick places of wie, who are now in 

their ſeveral proſelſi ns, as conſidetable perſins 

as belong to our Ni. But yer for all that, * 

3s | believe, that it was not ung which 

made them ſo confrderable, to ſtill J am apt 

| to think, that ſuch Excerciſes do provoke 

llender- witred Lads, to ſpend too much 

of their time in ſuch Trifles, who having no 

ſuch tempting Examples, not hopes of ap- 

plauded Jeſts, might pollibly have employed 

themſelves in ſuch Studies, as might have 

made more for their own, as well as the 

Worlds Advantage. 5 3 

I wonder what che Anſwerer counts worth 

the while, when he ſays, pag. 44+ he thought 

ir worth bis to add a ſupplement to thoſe things 
= I which 


_ which I bad reckoned as cauſes of that Ignorance 
' that is in ſome of the Clergy Lam not, Sir, 
ridiculouſly lilly, as to ſay that nothing 
might be added: But yet in all ſober ſadneſs, 
the Anſwerer muſt excuſè me, if 1 ſay down 
right, that the Accompt which T have given, 
docs not at all appear imperſect, by any addi- 
tion chat he has made. For firſt of all, ſays 
he, / have skipfed over the dulneſs of ſome 
mens : 4*url parts. Sutely thoſe places were 
nor rent out of my Book, that tell him, not 
only that a Lars parts ought to be gueſs'd at, 
and oſt · times might; but chat diſcreet and 
wiſe Phy/icians ſhould alſo be conſulted, be- 
fore it ſhould be determined that he ſhould 
live by Leuruixg. l did not indeed giye any 
pariicular directions that every Lad, before 
he was fo determined, ſhould take a certain 
Vurge; and according as chat ſhould be found 
to move the humours quicker or ſlower, ſo he 
ſhould be reſolved upon, as /prightful.and of 
prebenſive, or as dull and inca 


pa le : But e dite 
cepting that one thing, all care was taken Ter 


that any man (beſides the unreaſonable 4» 
fwerer) could poſſibly expect: Bok, yer for 
all that, he ſays alſo, that I forgot the ſhort 
ſtay, which ſome make at the Univer fity $ which Wl then 
in trutþ, as he ſays, I had great reaſon to have diſes 
talen notice of, which I did, as I think, ſa N cj, 
_ plainly, that! know not how to have done it befy 
more, unlc!s 1 mculd have got it engroſsd A 
upon en in great Text hand, and have WW wha 
| . ordered 


4 


— 7 K 


Xx 
— 


C 
ordered every word to begin with a vaſt red 
Letter, But theſe omiſſions of mine he hints 


upon three very remarkable chings, which he 


en, Wl {dered, aud yet they are ſuch as do much con- 
curr to the Keeping of ſome of the Clergy low in 


WS IH Learning, viz. want of Books, want of time, 
ome and want of learned Company. Now, Sir, if 
ere "il you remember, the Anſwerer ſays, that be 


not i gave a ſhilling for my Letter, and read it. But 
C my part, I profeis | can ſcarce tell how 

and WW co believe him; for he writes and anſwers, as 
be. Il if he had lived altogether - at the Holucco 

auld lands, ot, as he ſays of himſelf in his Pre- 
any Wl face, lite one that is out of t he World of Books, 

fore What can we do, lays he, p. 44. without Books, 
tam oY unleſs learning were infuſed aud inſpired into 
2und Wl us +; 4 Miracles and again, What can e do 
o he i with Books, unleſs we had time to read them 2 
| aff Very right, and ſo {aid I: And | know no 
e difference, but only I fay it in Mic hac mus 
taken Term, and he ſays it in Hillary. It is, Sir, 


7 to me a very ſtrange thing, that the An/werer 


ſhould ſeem perſectly to forget What I (aid - 
and yet take the very lame words, and Print 
them, and ſell them for ſapplements and new 


Church-Tard,. which were fold three Months 
before at the Angel in Corubill. 


the 


— 


at by the by only: But page 45. he pitches 


fays, by my favour, he thinks I have not con- 


diſcoveries at the Kings Arms in St. Paul's 


And thus, Sir, I have in ſhort conſidered 
What the Anſwerer had ſaid as to Schools and 


— —_— —̊—̊œiĩ 1 — — 
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F 
the Univer/ities, Ir is time for him now to 
call me to an account concerning Preaching, 


Which he does page 53. and the firſt of all he 


{ers upon me With a charge general, for en- 
deayouring to bring the whole Cy of 
Preaching iuto Contempt. I wonder that, 
when ha was about it, he did not thruſt it 
home. and accuſe me of cutting off the late 
Ants head ; or that 7 had a deſign to burn 


all the B:bles that were to be found; from 


the largeſt that lies on the Det, to the ſmall- 


eſt Geneva z not leaving, if poſſible, ſo much 


as a Falter or Primer in the whole Land: 


and that to his knowledge I did intend to 


begin this Antichriſtian work upon the firſt 


ot June; that the billets moſt certainly were 


already provided ; and that I had ſpoken for 
the bruſh-wood to be brought out of Hen. 
When People fall a gueſſing, I love they 
ſhould gueſs ro ſome purpoſe. I hate all 


{mall ambiguous ſurmiſers; all quivering and 


mincing conjectures; give me the luſty, and 
bold Thinker : who, -when he undertakes to 
Prophecy, does it punctually. Tow write, 
ſays the Anſwerer, at that rate, as if you had 
a efron to bring the whole Office of Preaching 
Contempt. Who can tell Sir, what my de- 
11,244 was, but my felt, any further than it 
may be judged by my words 2 let every body 


dcſiꝑn for himte't : why ſhould one man de- 


ſign for another? would not the Anſwer?! 
thiuh, Sir, that / were very frantick, 1! / 


2 


ſhould 


am_— o. 
3 — 8 


r 
ſhould tell him, that 7 beg his pardon ; but 
in my opinion he writes after that tate, as if 
he had a deſign to diſparage himſelf and his 
Profefion : or, that he has managed his buſi- 
nels ſo ſlenderly, as if he had hired him to 
ſet forth a mean Anſwer ; and thereby to 
| build iy {elf a Reputation upon the weak- 
neſs and miſtakes thereof, This, Sir, would 
look like a ſlie and ill natur d inſinuation: or 
like one of thoſe ſame difingenuous ſquints, 
with which, the Anſwerer pag. 57. fays my 
Letter looks upon the Clergy. But is it for 
certain that I am againſt all Preaching ? and 
that my deſign is to bring that holy exerciſe 
altogether into Contempt 2 Might not {ome 
favourable and tender hearred Man by no 
means be perſwaded to think otherwiſe ? 1, 
by no means, ſays the Anſwerer : | for that 1 
ruming through the whole method of Preaching, 
he finds that I am againſt all Prefaces, Simi. 
tades, Diviſions, mollifying Sentences, Latin 
and Greet, fleſh and fiſb, Mr. Dod, and al 
en i. 
And of all things, Sir, which trouble the 
duſwerer, I perceive nothing dogs it more, 
than that I ſhould fpeak ſlightly and meanly 
of Prefaces: That ſeems, lays he, (p. 55.) to 
me that our very Prefaces are ſlighted, and 
meanly ſpoken of : and if ſo, then farewe! all 
Religion; farewel Church and Steeple : farewel 
Pulpit and Cuſhion ; what take away our dear 
Prefaces Can be be a well-wiſher to Preach- 


N 
ww ** 
* 


n 

ing, who will no: ſo much as let us begin our 
Sermons > and can he be an enconrager of hear. 
ing the Word, that will not ſuffer the attention 
of the Auditors to whip by a conſiderable 
Preface 2 or a Friend to the reading of the Bi. 
Ele, that will not allow ſo much of the firſt of 
Geneſis, as to make mention of Adam? what 
againſt Prefaces! has be ſo little knowledge of 
= as to forget St. Luke, the great. 
 Fungelical Orator > is he of no worth or ex- 
ample with him? Methinks the beginning of his 
Goſpel might have taught him more modeſſy and 
mauners, than to be againſt Prefaces ; and is 
there any hart to begin a Sermon with Adam, 
feerrg there is ſuch a great affinity between the 
Old Teſtament and the New; and that many 
Texts in the New do fo plainly refer to the 
firſt Adam? Yes truly, becauſe it ſeems not 
convenient that the Sermon upon Good Friday 
ſhould have the fame beginning with that 
upon 7rzatty Sunday; becauſe I ſtinted them 
on this fide 44am, and that roo, when the 
Text was in the Revelations, faying nothing 
at all bur chey might begin at the Flood, the 
Captivity! or the like ; becaule I knew it wa 
the Humour of ſome, to ſpend halt the Hout 
in beginning ro begin their Sermons, fetch 
ing their Preface as far off as they could turn 
the Bille backward: And laſtly, becauſe it 
ſecins rcaſonable that the People (as far ® 
might be) ſhould be inſtrukted in all che 
ſeveral duties of their Religion, and have the 

1 greateſt 
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catoft and a a x 
* uleful parts of the Scrip- 
's explain d ro them : Therefore am Fr 
gainſt all Prefaces. . 1 wonder he did not 
conclude, that in my Heart I was againſt 
Adam, Moſes and the Prophets; he might 
have done it as well, if he had but thought of 
ir. St. Luke has a ſhort and ſuitable Preface 
of Four Verſes, to his whole Goſpel, but be- 
gins neither wich Adam nor Be/ſhazzar ; and 
you know, Sir, St. Chryſoſtome, the Orator of 
the Church, has many Volumes of Homilies 
or Sermons; but as I remember, there are 
very few Prefaces taken from Adam; and yet 
you know, Sir, the New Teſtament did as 
much refer to the Old and firſt Adam, in St. 
Chryſoſtom's days as in ours : the affinity being 
not much increaſed ſince: And it the Auſwe- 
rer pleaſe to look, he ſhall there find the Holy 
Father to have Prefaces proper and peculiar to 
the Time, Occaſion or Subject of his Dil- 
courſe: And fo have all Orators, anſwerable 
to the Matter they intend to ſpeak. 7adl, 
you know, Sir, and Demoſthenes, were often 
cail'd upon for Speeches, but they knew how 
to prepare their Auditors, without diſturbing 
Romulus ot Tbeſeus; and yet you know, Sir, 
there was a very cloſe reference between Ca- 
tilin and Romulus; for Catilin ſhould have 
burnt the very City of Rome, which Romulus 
had Founded. But the Orator thought it 
better to begin with Quouſque tandem, than 
Cogitandi Romylo, And | believe his preſent 
M 4 Majeſty 
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Majeſiy much wondred ro what Nation he 
was reſtored, when the Rhetorical Mayor 
welcom' d him to his Corporatzon with a long 
Complement deriv'd from Adam. I am not, 
Sir, (God forbid that I ſhonld) againſt the 
Arſwerer's putting into his Prayer (for per- 
haps it may be part of it) that the Words 
which he is to Preach, may be as Goads, and as 
Ns faſtend by the Maſter of Aſſemblies. 
| Buc#tt he ſhould begin every Text in the 
Bible with that very fame Preface (which he | 
may equaily do) | believe ſome idle People 
would tay ſomewhat; I canfiox certainly tell 
what. The A»ſverer, Sir, ixvites me (pag. 52.) 
wery kindly to hear him preach, and that if J 
wall £3 over, he will give me one of the beſt of 
ls Sermn:s, But if | do, Sir, | thinle to lend 
lira word to delire him (for tha ay) to 
forbear Belſkazzir ; ler him do allthe Ycar 
F eſides, as he thinks fit. I ſhall alfo take it 
tor a Faygur, if he would not begin his Ser- 
mon thus, As Abraham ſaf® in the Tent Dor, | 
and liftirg up his Eyes, and looking, behold | 
Three Angels appeared before him; ſo if you 
plea e 10 ſtaud with patience and expettation, | 
you ſhall. ſee me coming towards you in thc 
three particulars, And, if with any conve- 
nience, he can diſpence with it, I would beg 
of him, that he aoes nor take that of Haid; 
Come ye buy, aud eat, yea, come buy Wine ad 
Mit, without Money and without Price; or if 
he dccs, that he would nor tel] me, * 915 
| | Xt 
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Text is like 8 Spiritual Sack-poſſet ; for I was 
told ſo once, and | ſcarce ever lovd Sacks 
poſſer ſince. Poſſibly allo I may obtain at 


his Hands not to take that of the .4poſtle to 
Timothy, This is a faithful Saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into 
the World to ſat e finners,” of w'om Jam chief; 
not but that it is a very gaod place of Scrip- 


ture; but it is a Text that has been ĩmagin d 
juſt like a Chriſtmas F-aſt, conſiſting of Three 


Diſbes; the firſt Diſh was to be commended far 
its ſoundneſs; This is a faithful Saying : The 
ſecond for, its ſweetneſs, I is worthy of all 


aeceptat im: Aud the third Diſh was a Propo- 


fition,  confiſting of Five Ingredients: Now, 
Sir, if che A»/werer had had but the untwiſt- 
ing, che ' dreſſing, and the. ſerving up of this 
— Propoſil ion, What a Feaſt would che 
People then have had? what wonderful ya- 
54 of Suljects and Predreates might this 
Diſh have afforded? How many Choice and 
Princely Bits might have been here diſcover'd? 
and how plentifully miglit ir have been fd 
and larded with juicy Lan and Greek 2 4 


Diſb of Propo/itions ! | would go a Mile to 


ſee, il it were but one ſimple one in a Diſh; 


and to conlider, how puzled the Aug Carver 


would be, to take of the Subject from the 
Predicat?, without endangering the poor thin 


| lurking Copu/a. Now, | know, Sir, ſome 


are, of ſuch nice and faſhionable Stomachs, 
that common Senſe and Truth will got down 
8 with 
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deſire, and Fſcalado's of-Virtue, and Christ 


part, I had rather have any plain and homely 


ſhall ſerve for Eaſter, Whitſontide, and all the 


change the Pick/e, and take a e Text. 


knew very well before (as well as now) what 


<< FW 


— _ 


ing ſo ſuddenly improved, as to underſtand 


N n . . _y 
— N 
— — Dae . 


on this Account, namely, that it was a thing 


Men, ſpent tho much of their time in Logical 
and after ſuch a manner, as they had very lit- 


which, I believe, we may ſearch a great ma- 


[52 ] » 
with them, unleſs it be hab and. fricafſed 3 
they muſt have their Barricado's of greedy 


muſt be the Dauphin of Heaven; but, for my 


Entertainment, ſo it be freſh and wholſome, 
than a whole Platter füll of ſuch feaſting Pre- 
faces, which with a little new garniſhing, 


Holidays in the Year; for your Propoſitions 
are a ſort of Diet, that will keep a long time 
in Sowſ--drink; if they do but now and then 


do not at all queſtion, Sir, but that you 


that meant, rhich I ſaid about Prefaces. Burt 
have very little hopes of the Auſwerers be- 


me yet; who has given ſuch late /»/tances of 
his ſlowneſs before: But however, I proceed 
Sir, to the bufincls of dividmyg of Texts: And 
what | ſaid as to that in my r, Was up- 


very eaſily to be obſerved, that many that 
went into Holy Orulers, to inform and (ave 


oſtentation, and nice Oiviſfont of their Textt; 


tle Authority for ſo doing, either in ancient 
Holy Writers, or in ocher good Autors; of 


ny, before we can ſiud any Melking Dropping 
| 1 
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1 L 53 ] 3 
or Difolving the Matter that they intend to 
treat of, We are blu ntly told by the Orator, 


Bonorun tria ſuut genera, and Accuſationis tres 


by Chr, Gallia eft amnis 


fant eu 


diui 
partes trees; and I know how the A would 

take it, if they ſhould tell him, that his Do- 
minions were to be melred into England, Scot- 
land, &c: And notwithſtanding the Anſwe- 
rer thinks himſelf fo plain and practical, when 
his Text falls af" th into Subject and Prædi- 
cate, ot into Autecedent and Conſeguem; yet 


for all that, Ell undertake if this be in a Coun- 


try-Village, he had bettet ler down the Treſs 
of his Tex? into the Fore-horſe and IThiller; 

for they underſtand no Subjects, and Predi- 
cates ;" only the King's Subjeits and the King's 


Pradicares. They much miſtake me (as the 


Anſwirer did) that think I was ever any fur- 
ther againſt Tex:<ividing, than either where 
ir was not u ,. or was not neceſſary. 
I always thought that he tha took that to 
the Corinthians for his Text, Siu not, had much 


bett er have let it continue whole (it being but 


ſhort) than to divide it into a Command and a 


Probibitios; a Command, Sin; a Prohibition, 


Not. 1 have alſo ſomerimes thought, that 
their Logical pains may be ſome what ſparcd ; 

Who when there is no need of it, divide every 
thing (be it what it will) into Affirmative and 


NegarH For inſtance ; it is ſaid Fob 1. There 


was 4 manin the Land-of I; Homo non La- 


P15, A 


( not neatly and featly liguefacta) in 
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pis, 4 Man not 4 Stone: Homo non Liguum, 
Man not a Tree: Homo non Lee, 4 Mar 
not @ Beat And by» the way, Sir, mind | 
what poor Lignam and Leo are forced to ſig- on, 
„niſie for the Letter ſake. In like manner! 
thought him allo in the late times a little roo 
nice, and tender of his credit; and ſomewhat MM 
too profuſe of his Logick and Rhetorick ; who 
being to preach upon that of the As, Silver 
and Gold have I none, but ſuch as I have give 1 
unto thee ; Whenever he — named his Text, 
defired the people, in all haſt, ro take the words 
not literally, but allufrvely, for that he had 
good ſtore of mony chinking in his pockets 5 le- 
des what he left at home in his coffers. Doubt» 
leſs a cautious foreſight of following Objecti- 
ons, and an Farly removing of che ſame, are 
great inſtances of wiſdom, and diſcretion ; 
but he that taking that of Malachi concerni 
the Son of righteouſneſs ; Ic. laboured mo 
earneſtly to convince the people, that it was 
not the Moon of righteouſneſs ; for | the Moon 
ſhall be troden under foot, Rev, 12. 1. And 
again he that ſhall tell us that God was pleaſed 
to ſend his Son into the World,and not his 
Daughter : or the like. Such as theſe, I muſt 
needs confeis, have ſomewhat too low appre- 
nenſions of the capacity of their Hearers. He 
that undertakes to preach about Repentance, 
or true Religion; nothing certainly is more 
neceſſary and proper for him, than to let che 
people know, that they do not conſiſt in 
looks, cyes, and noſes; for ſuch things with 
Nt ſome 
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ſome are miſtaken tor god lineſs. But when 
the Scripture tells us, There was a Man in the 
Lad ef U; or that ud was pleaſed to ſend 
his Son ; that any body ſhould think that this 


man might chance to be a ore, or chis Son to 


be a Daughter, is firange ro conceive. 
We read that Chriſt opened the Scriptures 3 
and expounded out of them the things concerning 


| himſelf. We read allo upon what occaſion it 


was that Felix trembled; and what a great 
number were converted (without Predicaments) 
by one Sermon of St. Peter. What the imme- 
diate Succeſſors of our Saviour and his Di/ci- 
ples did; we have little leſt concerning their 


manner of Preaching ; though tis to be ſup- 


poſed that they ſpent their time in bringing 
People to the Chriſtian Faith ; by expound- 


ing to the Fews the Prophets, and convincing 
them that Chriſt was come; and by convert- 


ing the Gentiles to a Religion that contained 


the beſt Principles of Life. What was done 


after the Church was in ſome mealure ſettled, 


and that the number which was received into 


Orders, was fo conſiderably increaſed, as 


that there might be, at leaſt in Cities and 
great Towns, ſome continuing Ecclefraſtical 


Perſon, may be beſt ſeen by ſuch as were at- 
terwards Governours of particular Churches; 
which, as we find, made it their buſineſs to 
confirm People in that Faith which they had 
received; and to ſtrengthen them to all good 
Works; which they did by Preaching againſt 


ſuch 
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[56] 
ſuch Herefies and Errors as they found the 
People were apt to be carried into; and by 
fortifying them againſt ſuch Vices, as they 
perceived the Time and Place was moſt incli- 
nable to: And that this was the manner of 
their Holy Employment, is very plain by 8. 


Bail and S. Chry/otome, and many of the 


reſt; where one may read a great many good 
Sermaus, but very few Texts, or peculiar 


| Sentences of the Bible pitch'd upon; much 


leſs ſo Lgically and Metaphorically dreſs d, as 


ſome affect. I believe there were very few . 


Zexts that melted and dropt aſundet for the 


firſt tive Hundred Years. Notwithſtanding 


(as the Anſwerer obſerves) the Scripture tells 


us, My Doctrine ſhall drop as the Rainy for 
they had the Bible as well as we, and knew 


the meaning of that place as well as the An» 
ſwerer. But yet, for my part, I never was, 
nor yet am againſt a Text being taken, or being 
divided; there being (as may be by and by 
mentioned) conſiderable. conveniences in both; 


but yet one may preſume to think, that it is 
much better only to ſay; ** Good People, we 


* are met together this day in the Name of 
* of Gad; and I do intend ro exhoxt you to 


Charity or Temperance; or to convince 


* you of the Providence of God; and this I 
& ſhall do (by Gods help) according to the 
Scriotures; than to take formally and 
lomemnly ſeme Place of Scripture where 


the word Charity, Temperance or Pro- 


wvidence 


. —— — 
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vialeuce is, and ſpend the whole time in Lo- 
ical Cuts, Metaphyſical . e aud 
Learned Impertinencicy eupon, it 
may not be amils, to take notice o& whar a 
very Worthy Clergy» Man obſerved ; © There 
« be (ſays he) Two ſorts of Miniſters that 
* occaſion their own Contempt; the idle, 
* negligent and careleſs, the other thoſe who 
ver- do, or do more than enough; ſuch I 
mean, as affect nothing elſe, but quaint 
« 2nd curious Phraſes; or are unmeaſurable 
jn their Quotations out of all Authors Feele» 
* faſtical and Prophane; or ſoar aloſt in un- 
« neceſſary Speculations far above the capacity 
of their Auditors. Theſe over - do, & mag- 
1 conatu magnas nugas, take great pains. 
* and eviſcerate themlelves, as it were, to 
** weave a Web, which when it is ended, is 
*« fir for no other uſe, but as an unprofirable 
thing co be {wept away. The Axſwerer 
perhaps would be apt to lay, that it was 
ſome pert and ſelf-conceited Dzvine, that ad- 
miring his own Style, and way of Preaching, 
talks thus: Were it not that a very Learned 
and Reverend Biſhop did much admire, and 
ſolemnly commend his Ingenuity, Learning, 
Worth and Integrity. But to return; I ſay 
it is much better of the Two, to follow the 
way of the ZHomilies of our Church, which 
are plain, ical, and may be underſtood 
by moſt ; than to be fo Nice, 2 
- o- 
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Scholaſtical, as few or no body ſhall be the 
better. 1 ee 
But yet norwirhſtagding I am not of their 
Mind; who thinking themſelves the pr 
found Reaſorers of the Age, and the 
Enterers into Truth, do thereupon deſpiſe all 
taking of Texts, and dividing thereof; thoſe 
mean, that for faſhion ſake, ſhall take you 
indoed Text alter Text; as if they would ex- 
plain to you all the confiderable Myſteries of 
| Religion, and acquaint you with all the Eu- 
couragements that tend to a good Life, that 
are to be found in the. Bible, and carry you 
chrough ſuck a Body of Divinity; but the 
Sermon, I thank you (except it be juſt the 
beginning) ſhall be very near the ſame ; for a 
new Text may be taken wich that prudence 
and warineſs, that the fame Sermon ſhall ſerve 
a Man many a day; as ſuppoſe this Sunday, 
he rakes that of St. Matthew, , My Toke 2. 
ea/ie, and my Burden is light ; about a Month 
after, it is time poſſibly to rake forth ; and 
chen he is for that of St. Paul to the Romans, 
viz. Which is your reaſonable Service: Anda 
while after for that in the ficſt Epiſl le of ohn; 
And his Commandments ate not grievous. 
Now, Sir, here is the Craft of it z if they 
take Texts {aitable to the occaſion, and di- 
vide them accordingly, they could not then 
for Shame, and Conſcience, bur meddle with 
one Word or other that is there ro be found. 
| Bur if they read the Tex! only in the _ 
| | 3 and 
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| and take it between Finger and Thumb, and 
ſhew it plainly to the People, rhat it is 2 
good Text, a fair Text, and that there is no 
deceit in the buſineſs ; after the Pariſh have 
had this geneneral view, he may privately 
pocket it up again; and then for Chriſtzan 
Religion, and the Excellencies thereof: Only 
this Caution is to be obſerved, that it the 
7ext be in the New Teſtament, any where be- 
tween St. Matthew and the Revelations, then 
ic is co be ſhewn, that Chriſtian Religion is 
much beyoud the Moſaical Doctrine and Diſpens- 
/:ion ; but for variety, if the Text be in the 
0:4 Teſtament, then the calc is altered; and 
you are to ſhew, that the Moſaical Doctrine 
is very far ſtort of the Chriſtian. Nay, Sir, 
lome there be that are fo daring, that ſhall 
venture to take a Text about Swearing or 
Adultery, as plain as can be pick'd, and as 
hopeful to bring forth a Diſcourſe of thoſe 
Subjects, as could be wiſhed ; and yet, for 
all that, with a little ſly . ſhall draw 
you (before you be aware of it) into the old 
buſineſs of Chri/tian Religion. Now, Sir, the 
next thing that the Anſwerer has to do, is to 
take notice, that this looks like a difingenuous 
$4«7at upon Chriſtian Religion. Yes, Sir, he 
may fo; and go on, and tell People, that it 
is my whole deſign to bring in the Turk ; he 
may do it with as much Conſcience, as to re- 
bort chat I was againſt the whole Method of 
| Preaching. FI 
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And as ſome are ſo bent upon Preaching 
nothing bur Chriſtian Religion, as if Joſeph of 
Arimathea was juſt newly come over; lo 
others there be, that have their particular 
and darling Notions, which they will force 
to be intended in almoſt every Verle of the 
Bible; for inſtance, one, ſuppoſe, having 
ſpent ſome conſiderable time, in ſtudying the 
Nature of Original Sin, and finding as he 
thinks, ſuch wonderful things as were never 
plainly diſcovered before; hence is he pre- 


{ently ſo fall of the Secrets of Original Sin, 


that if the Pariſh ſhould joyn, and add Six 
Pence more in the Pound to his preſent 7 ithes, 
they would fcarce get a Sermon about any 


thing elſe: You may ſet him to preach about 


the Burth of our Saviour, his Lifc, Death, 
Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, or what you will, 
Original Sin is flill the Word for all that; 
and this calls to mind what my Lord Bacon 
reckons a great hindrance to the advancement 
of Learning, and of doing good in the 
World; viz. People addicting themſelves to 
fome one peculiar and beloved Opinion; and 
ſo making all things of that, and bringing all 
things to that, they will ſuffer nothing elſe 
to be in the whole World: And thus Gzlber- 
tus having made ſome few and lucky Experi- 
ments upon the Loadſlone, not uſually ob- 
ſerved before, preſently writes a Body of Na 
tural Philoſophy, and turns all the whole 
World into Lsa4/toxes, Thus, Sir, Sleep 


draws 


SUM .... 
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draws me to Bed, and Buſineſs pulls me ot 


in the Morning; Affairs Abroad draw me 


from Home, and Occaſion at Home draw me 
back again: And in ſhort, Man is born, 


lives, and dies by nothing elſe but Magnet i- 
cal Attraftions. And to conclude this, Sir, I 
cannot forget him who having at ſome time 


or other been ſuddenly cur d of a little Head- 
| ach with a Roſemary-Poſſet, would ſcarce drink 


out of any thing but Roſemary Cans, cut his 


Meat with a Roſemary Knife, and pick his 


Teeth with a Roſemary Sprig : Nay, Sir, he 
was ſo ſtrangely taken up with the excellen- 


cies of Roſemary, that he would needs have 


the Bible cleared of all other Herbs, and only 


Roſemary to be inſerted I think, Sir, (not- 


withſtanding this Digreſſion) I am not far 
from my buſineſs; wiz. That it is very con- 


venient both for the Miniſter and People, to 


be acquainted with variety of Matter; and 
that it be delivered according as there hail 
be Opportunity; ſeeing that after this man- 


ner are the Homilies of our Church moſt wiſe-⸗ 


ly and gravely compoſed; as alſo thoſe of the 
Ancient Fathers; treating about the moſt 
conſiderable and different Subjects in O. 
vinity. — | 1 9 7 
Having now told you, Sir, in what Senſe [ 


was againſt Preſaces and Diviſons; I ſhou!:i 


now proceed to what follows; But becauſc 
ſeems, that the Anſwerer having conſulted hi 
Neizbours about their Texts, found ſo few 1 
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them lite any thing, I thought fit to let him 
and you, Sir, know what abundance of Lite- 
neſſes (beſides many other dainty things) [ 
happen d on in one little pretty Sermon, call d 


the Wedding Ring fit for the finger, or the Salve 


of Divinity on the Sore of Humanity. Do you 
| perceive, Sir, he is got already upon the Ropes, 

before he be paſt the 7itle-page ; Finger and 
Fit; Salve and Sore Divinity and Humanity, 
But to go on to the Similitudes ; The Text it 


ſelf, indeed, was only /ite the Iron Gate that 


opened to Peter of its own accord ; dividing it 
felf into three parts; and that is enough for 
any one Text. But then as for Man and Wife, 
they ſhould be like, or are like, all the Two's 
that are to be found in the Bible, or almoſt 
any where ellc. Firſt Husband aud Wite 


ſhould be, as the two milch Kine, which were 


coupled together to carry the Ark of Cod; or 45 
two Cherubims, that looked one upon another and 
both upon the Mercy-Seat ; or as the two Tables 
of Stone, on each of which was engraved the 


Laws of God. But in ſome Families, Man and 


Wife are lite Jeramiah's two Baskets of Fig,, 
one very good and the other very bad, or {ite 
Fire and Water ; whilſt one is flaming in Le- 
potion, the other is freezing in Corruption. 115 
uud te Mie is ſometimes like a Fore-hor(* 
in am thut will not draw; and the Wife i 
_ 6ft-times to the Husband as tie Ji tothe Oat, 


| for a certain bad reaſon there given: They 


fogee 
ther, 


ſhould indeed be like tus Candles burning 
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ther, ar like two . fragrant Flowers bound up in 
one Noſegay, or like two well tun d Inſtruments ; 


or, laſtly, like two Springs meeting. Again, 
Husband and Wife are as a pair of Oars, to 
row their Children and Servants 10 their de- 
fired Haven, or like a Cock and a Len both 
ſcraping together in the duſt heap, to pick up 


ſomething for their little Chickens, and they 


ſhould be like the Image in the Looking-glaſs ; 
or like an Eccho that returneth the voice it re- 
cerveth; or like any thing clic. And thus 


much concerning Likeneſſes, Now, Sir, if 
you be for Sight of hand, you hall ſee as 


fair turns, as ever were ſhewn above-board. 
When Man was made, the four Elements were 
taken out of their Elements: That's done as 
truly according to Art as old Hiccius him- 
ſelf could have done. Again, Fe that made 
Min and all the reſt, mad? Man over all the 
re/7 + Neat and cleaver as may be! Though 
Man had many Creatures to ſerve him, yet be 
wanted a Creature to folace him, Poor Chuck, 
take a glaſs of Sack, for keeping the Letter 
ſo prettily ! Though Men alone may be good, 
yet it is not good for Man to be alone, Brave, 
[ profes! I chink we had beſt take him off; 


tor he will ſpoil himſelf. Where rhere is mo 


Generation, there can be uo Regoneration. Bet- 
ter and better; I think he improves, He 


that made Man meet for help, makes a meet 
beip fl or Man; thou Men wants ſupply, yer 


24 cquuot ſupply his wants. But to con- 
- ciude, 
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clude, this pleaſant Gentleman + Though ſome 


have ffyled Women to be like Clouds in the 


Sky, yet a Preacher ſhould not be filent, for 
thoſe who are ſilenced from Preaching, If you 
have a mind, Sir, to ſec any more of this 
ſanctified Wit, you may have it in the 
Nou-ſuch Chriſtian Profeſſor in his Meridian 
Splendor. 5 1 

And now, Sir, according to what I was 


about before, I go on concerning (uotatzor* - 


out of Learned Lamgaages : againſt which | 
ſaid nothing, when it was either needſul, or 


profitable; but to come crawling in with Ne 


guid nimis, or Tynoti nulla cupido, for pure 


Latin ſake it ſelf, is very inſignificant to thoſe 


that do not underſtand it, and not mightily 
rejoycing to thoſe that do. But then ſuppole 
that which is quoted, be very proper, ex- 
pounding, and elegant; and out of the moſt 


Primitive Fathers: Nay though it be out of 

the B#/e it ſelf; l know not to what pur - 
poſe it is, where I am ſure and certain no 
body underſtands me; for he that tells a 

perfect ignorant Pariſh, Quorſum hec tria per- 


dit ig? or Faciamus hic tria Tabernacula, If 
he be not very honeſt, may not he impoſe 
upon them In nc fert ani mus, te what Pu- 
poſe is this waſte + or, Arma virumque can ; 


Let us make here three Tabernacles; without 
the People diſcovering the bad Tranſlation : 


But I know the Anſwerer is of opinion, that 
there ſuch a native and unexpreſlible richne!s 
| 2 
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in ſome words, that cannot be poſſibly ren- 
tk dted ard communicated. Yes, there is ſo; 
a great richneſs and hidden Treaſure, and I 


: 


22 ds 


a ſuppoſe will continue ſo, where the People do 
he not underſtand. Give a Country man one of 


* the Anſwerer's bappily compounded words out of 
Plutarch, and you had as good give him a 


Slice of a M://foxe, or a corner of a Brick. The 
1 Anſwerer indeed that can reliſh, and is well 
* acquainted with the haut gouſt of a long Greek 


TY word, may, as he ſays, do himſelf a kindneſs, 
and gratifie his own underſtanding ; but the 
No poor unintelligent may fit with dry lips, and 
be ſtarved for all Plutarch. But O, ſays he, 
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p. 64- Ignorant people ought not to be impoſed | 
17 Hon; and if you ſhould give them the Engliſh | 
oo without the Latin, they might ſuſpect you: © 
* and when you tell them it is St. Auſtin, they 1 


oft give great heed. And does not he think that 
of they would be as attentive, it he ſhould 4ap- 
| tize them, marry them, bury them, or do 


In _— 


* any thing elſe to them in Latin? nay, might | 
5 4 he not excommugtcate all ſuch a Pariſh, and | 
iy, make them {mack their Lips again, telling - 

if them it is a delicious and comfortable place b 
** out of the Father? or give them to ſwallow | 
oh down eight of the biggeſt Curſes in the Bille, A 
© inſtead of the Beatitudes? I do not queſtion, n, 
iS. but all this might be done. 64 | 
on : | We have now, Sir, very nigh done with | 
Lat Preaching : I know nothing elſe that the Au. | 
A ſwerer is ſtill concerned for, but his /ittle 4 


10 | SS mollifying 
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mollifying Sentences: as it were, as J mayo 
ſay, and with reverence be it ſpoken. And here 
I much admire that he did not quote that of 
Jaiab, we hide, as it were, our faces from him : 
or that in Leviticus, There is, as it were, a 
Plague in the houſe, That I might have been 
utterly ruin d, and confuted out of Scripture 
it ſelf. This would have been as proper, and 
as deſtructive ot what I meant, as his quoting | 
againſt me that out of De:teronomy, my Ded ine 
ſtull drop as the ruin. But if | mult needs trou- 
ble the world in telling the Arſwerer, who 
they were that Ichieſſy intended; they were 
thote who in the late times (and have not as 
yet let it off) call themſelves Gods ſpecial Saints. 
his Favoargtes, and as I may lo lay) his I- 
mado's, but in reality were more Oliver's 
than God's. Thole I meant, who read- 
ing of Faces wreſtling with the Angel ; and 
of coming #o/dly to the Throne of grace: And 
being putt d up with all inward pride and re- 
ligious ſe/f-conceit (which they called gifts 
and ſpiritual worth) were arrived to all poſſible 
degree of rudeneis, unmodeſty, and almolt 
blaſphemy in their Devotions and Diſcourſes 
of God. You may eaſily, Sir, know them by 
this Doctrine, which ſome of them ule to 
preacn upon; vir. That it was the 249 pay 
privilege and prerogative of Saints, to be (as 7 
may /0 /ay) faucy : And therefore, luch as 
theſc, thinking theinle)ves Gods great Alſili- 
aue here upon Earth, his ſpecial Confidents, 
and (as | may fo lay) Truſtees of all — 
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of Religion: They would in their Prayers and 


Sermons tell God, That they would be willing to 
be at any charge and trouble for him; and to do 
(as ir were) any Findneſs for the Lord: The 
Lord might now truſt them, and rely upon 
them, they ſhculd not fail him; they ſhould not 
be unmindful of bis buſineſs, his work ſhould 
not ſtand ſtill, nor his Deſigns be neglefted : 
They muſt needs ſay, that they have formerly 


received ſome favours from God, and have 


teen (as it were) bebolden to the Almighty ; 


but they did not wuch queſtion, but they ſhould 


find ſome opportunity of ' making ſome amend, 
for thoſe many good things, and (as I may ſo 


 fay) civilities, which they had received from 


tim : Indeed, as for thoſe that are weak in the 


Faith, and are y't but Babes in Chriſt, it is 


fit that ſuch ſhould keep at a diſtance from 
Cod, ſhould kneel before him, and ſtand (as I 
may ſo ſay) cap in hand to the Almighty : 


Bat as for theſe that are ſtrong in all gifts, 


and grown up in all grace, and are come to 4 
fulneſs and ripeneſs (ot as they might better 


lay, to an 1mpudence and ſaucineſs u the 


Lord Jefus, it is comely enough for them to 
take a great Chair, and fit at the end of the 
Table, and with their cock d Hats on their 
leads, to ſay, God, we thought it not amiſs to 
call upon thee this Evening, and to let thee 
kuow how Affairs ſtand; we have bees very 
watchful, ſince we were laſt with thee, and 
things are in 4 very hopefu! condition: We 


bope 


rr a 
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bope that thou wilt not forget us, for we are 
very thoughtful of thy Concerns » We do ſome- 
what long to hear from thee and if thou plea- 
ſeſt to give us ſuch a thing (Victory) we fhall 
be (as | may ſo ſay) as good to thee in ſomething 
elſe, when it lies in our way, &, And thus 
you ſee, Sir, what frightful ſtuff I am forced 
to repeat, to bring a ſlack Anſwerer to ſome 
little knowledge of what I meant by, as it 
were. 

J am now, Sir, come to the laſt thing a= 
bout which the Anſwerer is not ſatisfied, viz. 
That ſuppoſing that the Dengu of my Letter 

was very heneſt, yet the manner of it is ſuch, 
44 it will do more hurt than good. Which if 
it does, I can think but of two ways; either 
by encouraging the Noxconformiſts, or by ſet- 
+ ting the Lazty more againſt the Clergy. It 
is poſſible there may be ſome few People fo 
lamentably deceived. If there be, they 
| ſhall be conſidered by and by in that ſhort 
part, which 7 intended to add, wherein the 
Anſwerer will not be concerned: But in the 
mean time, we will ſec, what reaſon 7 have 
given them ſor any ſuch miſtake from what 
have laid. . 8 
Firſt of all, ſays the Aꝛſwerer, The grounds 
aud occafions of the contempt of the Clergy, 
though it be not a Text, yet it is a Theme, 4 
weighty aud ſerious Argumen', and ought to 
have 4 handled uccordingly; but the man- 
ner of my enquiry is tos jocular, drolling and 
ſporttve, 


—— 
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ſporti ve, &c. To which J have in the firſt 
place to ſay, That although 7 think it not 
at all immodeſt to manifeſt my Deſign, the 
end of that being only to prove that 7 was, 
and am ſtill very honeſt in the ſame; 
and likewiſe though ir be allowable to en- 
deavour to defend what 7 had written, this 
being only to ſigniſie, that it was not done 
out of pure idleneſs and Humour, but upon 
ſuch Reaſons as might be further explained, 
when occaſion ſhould require: yet 7 muſt 
confeſs, I am not as yet come to that degree 
of ſelf-conceit and confidence, as to recom- 
mend my own Words, Phraſe and Style; and 
and I had rather the A»ſwerer ſhould find 
fault with the manner of my Expreſſion, and 
delight himſelf in thinking, chat it is not 
ſuitable to the Subject, than be guilty of fo 
much Folly and Impudencc, as vigoroufly ro 
maintain or magnifie the ſame - Only thus 
much, Sir, may poſſibly be believed by you, 
and perhaps by ſome few beſides ; that (as 
much a Play as the Anſwerer thinks my Letter 

to be, let it be noramus, Selen, or any 

other Play, I ſtand to his courteſie (I did not 
put in one idle aud extravagant Word, on pur- 
poſe to render any of the Clergy contemptible; 
but did only juſt endeavour to keep People a- 
wake till they read it. But I pray, by the 
Anſwerers leave, Who are they that think it too 
light and drolling? I am afraid they are ſome 
chat ule to begin balf their Sermons in the 
SY Year 
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Year with Belſbaxzar or the like (though the 
Text be not about - Tribulation, for then the 
Anſwerer has learnt us to bring it in yery 

well.) And i'll tell you why, Sir; 7 heard 
of a Gentleman, that lives within a Mile of an 
Oak, who read over my Letter, approved of 
it very well (which is fomewhart more than 


I ſhould ſay, but let that go) lik'd its De- 


ſign, believed and hoped it might do good, 
and verily thought the Author was innocent, 
and free from all bad intentions. It hap- 
pened, that afterwards he calls ro Mind, that 


upon {ome odd time (it might poſſibly be in 
that great Thaw the Anſwerer makes mention 
of) his Text dropt or melted aſunder into its 


particulars : The Gentleman preſently takes 
the Book, and beginning again, cries out a- 
loud, Fire, Fire, Herefie, Relellion; ſo that now 

you can no more get him near that Book, 


than a Colt to a Windmill. Another alſo 


hear of, who lives not far from another Oak, 
who happening upon the foreſaid Letter, did 
in like manner read it, and was very realon- 
ably contented, and thought molt of it true: 
Aﬀerwards he found ir out, that he had 
matt ied to a very true and literal Abigaz!, 


Hah! fays he, What! are you there with your 


Bears? Come, give me Pen, Ink and Paper; 
it is all of it a meſt damgerous confounded Lye, 
it ic againſt both the Univerſities, againſt both 
the Houſes of Parliament, and againſt all the 
Gentry and Commonalty of the whole Nat ien. 

But 
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But by chance, my Coin call d him to Bed, 
and he having ſlept, the Book was pretty true 
again by next Morning. And I ſuppoſe, Sir, 
you have ſeen a Book call'd the Friendly De- 
hate, a Boot that ſhews a very honeſt Author, 
be he who he will; but becauſe he mix'd a 
little pleaſantneſs with his unanſwerable 
Proofs of the folly of his Adverſaries, here- 


upon preſently muſt he be called a Scoffer at 


Religion, a Proll upon all Godlinefs, a Doctor of 

the Stage, and I know not what beſides. 
Now, Sir, for my part, I muſt confels, 
that 7 am no great weigher and meaſurer of 
words; J have but one Rule, the end of 
which is only to be underſtood; and it is 
very likely, that when 7 had occation to 
mention ſuch toys and trifles, by the aſe of 
which Mzni/ters, do ſometimes bring upon 
themſelves contempt, that / did net then call 
ſor a great Canopy and foot-cloth, and ſetting 
my ſelf magnificently in the Chair, With ſet 
rebuking countenance, and words as ſtiff as 
ſteel, ſpeak to the eternal diſcouragement of 
pun or quibble; and then ſummoning toge- 
cher all the harſh Metaphors, and idle Simili- 
tades of the Country; bid them 4 be accur- 
ſed, and for ever ſhun my preſence ; and where- 
as they pretend to be the glory of all ſenſe, and 
jey of the underſtanding, tell them they are a 
company of empty Raſcals; and therefore let 
them all be gone. Perhaps this way might 
have done, it is a hard matter to pleaſe every 
body. 
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body. But, as the Anſwerer hints, there is 
one part of Letter, that concerns the Poverty 
of the Clergy ; a Grave and Tragical Subject, 
which ought to be lamented, not inſulted over. 
I know not how, Sir, to avoid his believing, 
that / do moſt mightily pride my ſelf over the 
mean condition of ſome of the Clergy ; though 
ſhould tell him never ſo often, that the great 
deſign of my Book was to wiſh, that there 
might be no ſuch mean ones to be inſulted 
over: And though I ſhould let him know, 
that I am fo far from any ſuch anchriſtian hu- 
mour, that there is none mors willing to de- 
vote part of his F/tate for the raiſing of their 
Revenue (if pu#/ick Authority ſhould fo think 
fit) than my ſelf: Bur in the mean time 
what have you done, what have you pro- 
pounded, fays the Anſwerer, towards this? 
Indeed I was not fo light-headed, and fond- 
ly doting upon my undertaking, as to ima- 
gine chat immediately aſter the Printing of 
Letter, the Parliament ſhould reſolve them- 
ſelves into a Grand Committe, and forthwith 
conſider of {ome preſent way of raiſing the 
Revenue of the meaner ſort of the Clergy : 


' 


But, for all that, I am not ſo dead-hearted 


but to hope in time that ways may bs 
thought of to bring about ſuch a great Bleſ- 
ſing to this Nation; for howſoever deſpair- 
ing ſome may be, yet 1 muſt confeſs, it re- 
joyces my heart more chan a little, to call to 
mind, how the Biſhops have augmented the 
— 5 Vicaridges 
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Vicaridges in their Gifts; and to hear of fe- 
veral ſums of money now employed towards 
the redeeming of the great Tythes, and to un- 
derſtand that there be many well diſpoſed 
People, that have already given back their 
Impropriations to the Church; and that there 
be others, that have made ſuch Purchaſes, on | 
purpoſe ſo to ſettle them afterwards 5 and | 
above all, to conſider the great care and pood | 
inclinations of our preſent Parliament towards | 
the Church ; who are not only highly watch- | 
ful ro maintain the Peace, and preſent Rights ; 
thereof, bur ſeem to be as willing to con- 
tribute towards the further Proſperity of the 
ſame. 7 have not indecd propounded any 
way, as was ſaid befoxe ; bur if you look, 
Sir, into a learned Author before mentioned, 
you will there {ce a' way propounded in the 48 
twentieth Chapter of his late Treatiſe: And 1} 
in the mean time, / hope I have ſaid nothing 
to abate the Charity, or good Purpoſes of 
Pious Benefaftors; or to ſtop the aſſiſting 
hands of our preſent Governours. And I per- 
ceive the Anſwerer by his Letter, ſeems not 
to be much againſt what J have ſaid, but 
only does not approve of the manner of ex- 
preſſion, and would have had me to have pi- 
tied, lamented, and howled. Now, Sir, 
ſuppoſe inſtead of ſpeaking my mind as I did, 
I ſhould have covered my felt with Sacteloath, 
and beſprinkld my Head with Afbes, ane 
with mournful and ſad countenance, = - 
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long rope of Onions (to carry on the work of 
crying) have taken a Journey to viſit the 
low Condition of ſome of the Clergy; and 


ſhould have gone about with a Bell and a * 
tone as doleful as the Mau that uſes to carry 7 
it; and have cried, alas! alas! poor Gent le- 12 
man, your Houſe is ready to fall, and your | A 
Glebe is very narrow, and ſomew hat ſhort, } þ 
Alas! alas! here take an Orion, I am come Ir 
to cry with you this evening, and to bewail 
your Misfortunes and mean Circumſtances. 


_ niſter before the following Sunday, and to 
make Widows apace; but what good elle it 
would do, J know not Or perhaps the 
Anſwerer would have had me to have drawn . 
a Scheme of a ſmall Benzefce, and have de- 
monſtrated that a Family of fix or (even can- 
not be honourably maintained with twenty 
or thirty pounds a year; and ſo putting down 
A. and B. tor the Miniſter and his Wife, 
three or four of the following Leccers for the 
Children, and an V tor the Vicaridge, have 
 ſeientificially proved that A. B. C. and the 
reſt that follow, would ealily eat up, and 
wear out more than . it they had it. lu - 
deed, although I was not in all places thus 
| Mathematically grave and ſerious; yet, where 
it was ncedful, I was more conſiderate than 
the Auſwerer perhaps may imagine; and did 
not frame and deviſe more inconveniencies, 
than the World is ſenſible of ; and where it 
| Was 


This is the way indeed to kill the poor Mi- 


2 0 e eee e. 


5; , 7 PRES 
was requiſite, 7 reckon'd up and well weightd 
all Circumſtances. — did not uſe 

2 Quadrant to take the height of every Vica- 
ridge Chinmey, nor caſt up exatly how many 
raus a diligent Starling might carry away in 
a day, if the Bird roſe early in the Morning. 
And notwithſtanding the Anſwerer thinks me 
ſo wofully and exceedimly byperbolical, yet as 
to the number of pr. of whipcord, and the 
dilapidation Inſtruments, I was ſo very near 
the borders of ſtrict, Grammarical and ſober 
Truth, that I know a Divine on this fide the 
Line, who was almoſt ready to ſet on another 
Lock upon his Study door, to fecure his 
whipcord from that FJeſuirical Plot, that he 
perceived my Letter bad againſt it: And, if 
need were, I could tell him of another, that 
thinks my Letter wholly written againſt his 
filling the Tumbrel, though there be fome 

other things flily pur in to diſguiſe the buſt- 

nels; and many more ſuch Stories I could 
tell you: For you know, Sir, my manner of 
Lite and Profeſſion oft-times calls me into 
Company, where People (as ſure as the Au- 
ſverer thinks he has got me) talk very freely 
of my Letter, when they think the Author is 
many Miles off. And the other Day, 1 was, 
vir, in a Place, where I heard that ſome Peo- 


ple (beſides the Anſwerer) were angry, but 


tor what, they profeſſed they could not tell; 
and amongſt the teſt, / muſt be asked, Whe- 
ther J had obſerved any Hurt in the _ 2 
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To which | anſwered (it not being con- 
venient at that time to be modeſt) no verily, 
I aw none. Upon this, Sir, | began to think - 


a little with my felf upon what grounds any 
one ſhould be diſſatisfied ; and I conſidered, 


that che things that [ did repreſent as idle, uſe- 
leſs, or blameable, are either in themſelves re- 


ally ſo, or not ; if they be, and Peoplebe con- 
vinced thereof, it is far more Manly and Chri- 
tian to abate or forſake them, than to be an- 


gry for nothing; but if ſo be 1 have under- | 
valued Expteſſions that are rich and precious, 


and diſliked things that are very commen- 
dable or allowable, I ſuppoſe People are not 
ſuch Fools as to run after my idle Fancy, 
and to fear my Diſpleaſure - Let them go on, 
I am miſtaken, and there's an end of ir. Aud 


he that thinks it his beſt and ſureſt way al- 


ways to begin with Adam, let him, it hc 
pleaſe, begin with the Præadamites, I do not 
intend to quarrel. And he that judges it 
convenient and ſaving, to trifle and quibble in 
his Sermon, let him do it alſo in his Prayer 
(if he be ſo refolv'd) and to take along with 


him a pair of Hats Belli, if the Rubrick 


will allow of it; Il affure him 1 will not 


write againſt him, for I have done. In like 


manner, if any Man be determined againſt 
being Rich, and is offended at me for will- 
ing him the great Tythes, let him ſtay where 


be is; for I do not intend to get a Writ to 


the Sheriff, ro force him into a betrer Pre- 


ferment; 
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ferment ; and if there be any one that will nor 


have his Dairy increaſed, bur will dote upon 
the ſweet Society of his ſingle Cow, if he be 
ſo ſet upon her, let him take his Pleaſure 
ſkill, and fetch her up daily, and ſometimes 
hiſs her (as the old Woman did, when the 
ſaid, every one as they like.) Hut in my Opi- 
nion, a ſmall Laity Boy, although he cannot 
reduce a Syllagiſm, nor knows any thing at 


all of the firſt Ten Peyſecutioms, may do the 


buſineſs as well, if ſhe be not very curſt and 
bad tempered. And if, after this, any body 
be (till angry, let him hold off a little before 
he raves, and conſider, that I am. not fo 
dainty mouth d, as that I muſt have Diſcour- 


| ſes purpoſely provided for my own curiofity 


and ſqueamiſhneſs; becauſe, Sir, you may 
very well remember, that what | hinted at 
in my former, were not things of my own 
diſliking ; but as I told you, were generally 
diſpleaſing. And indeed, in my fult Letter, 
did rather make it my buſineſs, to give a 
ſhort Hiſtory of what was derided or blamed, + 
than ſtudy to invent or complain of what might 


| becepreſented unprofitable or ridiculous. _ 


And though the Auſwerer may think, Sir, 
that I have made it my buſineſs ever ſince Forty 
I wogto liſten at Church Windows, or taking the 
prerence of my Briefs to go amonglt them; 
or to employ my diligent Factors in ſevetal 
Counties, - or to raniack all the Sermons 


that have been Printed ſince the Reformation, 
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to get together (as he ſays, page 67.) Twenty 
or Thirty paſſages, not Acurate or Scholar. like, 


and to repreſent theſe with all poſſible diſad- 
vantage, to the diſparagement of the Clergy, W- 
yet he and the World may know, that this 


was fo far from my Employment or intenti- 


ons, that 7 had quite finiſh'd what I deſign d 
in my firſt Letter, before 7 thought it conve- | 


nient to inſert ſo much as any one Story; 


and however harſh, unkind or diſingenuous / 


have been before, yer I will now be ſo civil, 
as not to ſay what little pains I was at, or 
how few Books 7 fearch'd into, to furniſh my 


ſelf with fic and proper inſtances to explain 
my meaning. And 7 cannot help ir, it ſome 

of the polztick (rhoic I mean that arc loth ro | 
part with ſome dearneſſes or other chat they | 


uſe in their Preaching) go along with che 
Anſwerer in cenſuring what 7 did, as an un- 


timely and unhopeful attempt: Bur I protels, 
J have fo little skill ia the nicety of Seaſons, | 


and critical ripeneſs of Books, that I know 
not of one Line, but might be Printed as well 


in Seventy, as in Seventy One, , If indecd |} 
What 7 faid, had been ſome mighty ſecret of | 
State, and known only to the Privy Council, 
the Anſwerer and my ſelf, we poſlibly out of 
dur reaching prudence, and well-weigh'd de- 

_ terminations, had reſolved not to declare as 
yet, but to lock up things, that ordinary 


Tradeſmen perceive and complain of, and that 


even Children of Ten Years of Age, obſerve | 


and 


ro my ſelf, I intend to have all that, no body 
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and make ſport with; is doubtleſs one of the 


great Intrigues that ſpting forth from the very 


inwards of Policy. 7 go ſuppoſe, to hear a 
Sermon, Where there be Five Hundred or a 


| Thouſand People; and the Miniſter out of 


imprudence, bad Education, or ſome other 
Misforrune, happens to think of very ſtrange 
Metaphors, or to make uſe of very bad 
Tales, Similitades, or the like: Mum, ſay I 


elſe ſhall have one Tittle of it: But perhaps, 
before the People get out of the Church-yard, 
they begin to repeat; and the Secret that 7. 


deſigned for my own private cenſure, by the 
next Morning is gotten all about the Town. 


Or ſuppoſe / am acquainted with ſome of the 


Clergy, whole Condition is ſo very low and 


dilconfolate, that they are forced to run up 
ant down half the Week, to procure a Pariſh- 
meeting, to pick up or borrow Three or Four 
Shillings ; or are aimolt ready to pawn their 
Bibles ſometimes, to get a lictle of the  Au- 
ſwerers that ſame, to ge to Market: This 
likewiſe by all means muſt be concealed, be- 
cauſe of the Anſwerer's old obſervation, Al 
things that"ate true, are not to be ſaid at all 
times. | wo ASE 
And now, Sir, I was juſt going to ſay, 
that I had done with the Anſwerer ; which 
could 7 lay with a fafe Conicience, it were 
the happieſt thing that 7 have {aid theſe 
Twelve Months; but I muſt not ſcape fo: 
8 n For 
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For after I had ſpent the prime of my Strength, 
and waſted my Spirits amongft Greek and 
Latin, Prefaces and Diviſions, Metaphors and 
Sim ilit udes, and many other ſuch like Ere- 
mies; up ſtarts a freſh and dapper Gentleman, 
call'd a Pfſcript: Dear Sir, | know not 
whether ever 1 ſhall write to you again; 
therefore let me beg it of you for once, as 
you value your own Reputation, your E- 
ſtace, your Health, Life and Liberty, and the 
welfare of your Relations, for the future be- 
ware of Poſftſcripts ; you never felt the ſturdy 
Blows, the ſharp Thruſts, and the deep Wound: 
that ſuch an Adverſary gives. 1 know, Sir, 
your Temper inclines you to bold and great 
things, and it is not a Letter, and a Letter 
too, that can eaſily afright you: But yer [ 
beg it once again, that you reckon a Poſt{crijt - 
the moſt dangerous of all After-claps. As 
for Appendixes, Corollaries, Supplements, 
Conc/ufhons, Continuations, and ſuch like ſmall 
Shot, theſe are not ro be dreaded ; but when 
a Letter comes tail'd with a Poſtſcript, and 
concerning Abigail too, that takes you off 
juſt in the middle. What a Fool was I, that 
J could not as well have put in Bette or 
Ridde, Suſan or Sarah; but muſt make the 
Anſwerer angry, and put in Abigail; or it | 
had put her in, what had | to 45 to trouble 
my ſelf concerning the Chaplain s fitting ſo i 
cloſe to her? Is it to be expected thar every 
Gentleman ſhould maintain Two Tables, to 
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keep them at a diſtarice > or that he ſhould 
keep a Servant on purpoſe to watch private 


Mints, treading upon Joer, twitching of Nap- 


tins, or breaking of Merry-thoughts under- 


board? And is there any thing more natu- 
ral, than for prettineſſes to begat lot ing, and 
for locking to begat admiration 2 and what if 


admiration and love together, aſterwards be- 


get a Vicaridge 2 | hope a Chaplain that has 


been true, truſty and ſerviceable, if Preſer- 


ment falls, may deferve before a Stranger. 
Well, Lſee 1 was a Fool, and there's an end 


of ir, But for all that, I believe the Genr/e- 
men have not as yet laid their Swords in Oyl, 


nor trimm'd up their Fire- Locks, as the Poſt- 


ſcript adviſes, for they have ſent me word 


that they love me, and underſtand me, and 
that the Anſwerer is out of his wits. 


Wich whom ! am ſo perfectly tired, that 


can ſcarce ſee his Boot, but that I am pre- 
ſently ready to fall aſleep. He that miſun- 
derſtands but now and than, or where there 


is any pretence or ground for it, is very par- 


donable ; but to do it through and through, 


from his very Preface to his Poſtſcript, nay, - 


even as far as Dr. Jezon's Verſes upon the Scho- 


lar of Bennet Colledge, is ſo very extravagant 
and humorſom, that it is ſcarce to be endu- 


red; and for all this trouble that he has put 


me to, he thinks he hath made me abundant 
latisfaQtion, in not guelling me, ot in not 
dealing with me as ſome ſharp and ſevere An- 

£  & Ba ſwerer 
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ſwerer might have done; but has (as he ſays, 
p. $3.) diſcoursd with me all this while as 
with a ſtranger, and has very little betray d 
that he has any knowledge of me. Whereas had 
he not been very ſparing and courteous, he 
could have blaſted my credit, and for ever 
wounded my reputation : He could have told 
the World, © That my great Grandfather to 
© his knowledge, was a very turbulent fellow 
in Queen Flizabeth's Reign; and did moſt 


* heartily wiſh chat the Spanzards might have 


_ * ſucceeded in their H,? That my great 
"* Uncle by my Mothers ſide, was ſuppoſed to 
have had an hand in the Gun-powder Plot, 
© upon ſome ſmall prejudice that he had con- 


* ceived againſt Xing James; that my neareſt 


* Relations, in the late times, were moſt of 
them Church-Robbers, Sequeſtrators, and 
Exciſe- men; and that one of them in parti- 
* cular, was intimately acquainted with 
* Bradſhaw and Jreton; that Il my (elf was 
born in the moſt quarrelſome and ſeditious 


Toms in all the Nation; and that I would 
not ſuck of any body but of a peeviſh and 
* ſchiſmatical Narſe, nor eat any milk, but 


ſuch as came from a kicking and ill. natur d 
Cow; that fo ſoon as I could climb up a 


Chair or Stool, my only delight was to 


tear Bibles, and all good Books apieces ; 
® and afterwards (as | grew able) to pull 


* down the Cburc hij ard. pales to let in the. 


2 Hogs," 0 root Out new buried People * 
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« of their Graues; that 1 did not care for 
© robbing any . Mans Orchard, or plucking 
any Mans Geeſe, but the Miniſters ; that 1 
had a little one, privately out at Nurſe, by 
that time |. was eighteen years of age; and 
that I gave Five and Six-pence a Week, be- 


\ 


„ ſides Soap, Starch, and Candle 3 his Name 


** was Belſhazzar, and he had brown Hair; 
and ſo on and on I went, wich conſtant and 
e peculiar ſpight againſt Miniſters, till, to 
the diſcredix of our Church, I writ the 
Contempt of the Clergy, Alter this fort, 
Sir, might the Anſwerer have dealt with me, 
{uppoſing he would have been ſevere, and ta- 
ken notice that he was acquainted with me; 
but ſuppole, Sir, that his [formation fails 


him, and that the Perſon he writes againſt, 


may either be of the Houſe of Commons, one 
of the Life-guard, a Builder of Ships, or a 
High Conſtable ; then let me tell him, that if 


1 be one of all thoſe (which I am, for ought 
he does know, or ever ſhall know) that he 


has loſt almoſt all the eighty firſt page, and 


abundance more up and down his Book: For 
whereas he there adviſes me to get a Licenſe 


to be Univerſity Preacher, to ſet up a running 
Lecture, to call together the Neighbouring Mi- 
niſlers, to learn them to Preach without Pre- 
face, Diviſion, Inferences, or the like; it had 
been altogether as proper for him (unleſs he 
had known me better) to bid me cock my Gun, 
prime my pan, face about to the right, _ 


* 
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| have (er me to any other Employment, till he + 
had been more ſure, Where / dwelt, or how 
I ſpent my time: For why ſhould any trou- 
ble themſelves to ire after me, for I am 
very well, thank Gs and wiſh all mankind 
ſo. But I know it is the humour of the 
Anſwerer, and ſome few more, to believe 
things to be true aud falſe, according to the 
Authors age, bulk, profeſſion, complexion, 
and County. Such a thing, ſays one, is as 


lives at London; but if at Tork, in my opinion 
he is ſomewhat ohſcure; and remove him but 
to Durham, and he is the greateſt Lyar in 
the world, next unto the bu; e one himſelf, 
Ves truly, ſays another, that may poſſibly be; 
nay, Ican ſcarce (ce how it can be otherwiſe, 
if he were not ſo very fat and ancient; and 
for ought any body knows, the Author is as 
thin as a Wafer, and never did as yet lec 
| ft - YT 2 e 
5 Bu as 7 ſaid before, Sir, I am quite tired, 
and have nothing more to ſay to the Anſwerer, 
but only to let him know, That had it not 
been for the ſake of that little which is now 
to follow, I had been fo rude and unmanner- 
ly to him, and ſo very kind to my ſelf, as 
not to have taken any notice of what he had 
written. And indeed, before I go any fur- 
thar, I muſt ſolemnly beg pardon of every 
one that hath read his Anſwer, for ſeeming ſo 
far to ſulpeR their Judgments, as to go about 
| 80 


plain, and evident as may be, if the Author 


. 
to point and direct to miſtakes, that lie ſo 
thick and obvious; and having obtained 
that, Sir, / hope alſo, that where your ſelf, 
or any other Reader, ſhall find your ſelves 


very much grieved, with the trifling and 


ſmall entertaigment which this ſecond Letter 


only affords, that you will attribute ſome - 
part of it to the ſlenderneſs of that ſtuff, 
which the A»ſwerer gave me to deal with, as 


well as to my great indiſcretion in underta- 


king it. And fo farewel Axſwerer for this 


year, and all that ſhall follow, . + 


And thus, Sir, / have briefly ſhewn, that 


as it was altogether againſt my defign, to 


bring any of the Clergy into contempt, ſo 1 


have ſaid nothing, nor after fuch a manner, 
as ſhould by any Reaſons be concluded to do 
the ſame; bur if there be any ſo weak, and 


ſo regardleſs as ro miſtake me; they are ei- 


ther (ome of the giddy and ſoſt- headed No- 

conformiſts, or ſome of the idle and inconfſide- 
table LA ©: 5 3 

As for the firſt, who think themſelves the 


only Saints of the Age, and to be now in 
chains for Chriſt, and his cauſe : Let me tell 


chem, that they have no reaſon at all to re- 


joyce at my firlt Lerter, becauſe they there 
find, that ſuch is the imprudence or unhappi- 
neſs of ſome of the Clergy, as ſometimes to 


occaſion. their on contempt. For if they 
pleaſe to examine again what is there written, 
they will then perceive their dear Brethren 
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to be as much concerned as any body elſe, 
and to have as great a hate in thoſe inſtances 
thac are produced out of idle Sermons : Bur 1 
did not ſet them out by themſelves upon two 
accounts ; Firſt, becauſe till they do conform, 
care is taking by Authority, that they may 
not publickly render the Miuſſtry contempti- 
ble by their ridiculous Preaching. And in 
the next place, becauſe all their foolerics, 
idleneſſes, and inſignificant canting, are fo 
_ peculiarly and faithfully fer forth in the fore- 
mentioned Friendly debates, that I could 
ſcarce think of any thing that could be ad- 


ded; but, becauſe thoſe reaſons I find were 


not ſufficient, and that I hear that ſome of 
them ſay, It is now very plain, how the world 
is altered, and what lamentable preaching and 
 trifling there is, now they are ſilenced : there- 
fore becauſe l would not have them too much 
ſpoiled and exalted, in thinking themſelves 
the only poor remain of People, that can diſ- 
penſe the word profitably, and "tpeak Suse, 
rhetoric and godiineſs; they may pleaſe to 
believe it, that if I had thought they would 
have been ſo miſtaken, I could have found 
out as many follies and extravaggncics, in 
one days time, out of their Sermons and D., 
courſes, as ina week any where elſe. To tell 
| Stories, you know, Sir, is endleſs and te- 
dious; but however, for once I muſt beg 
leave to be a little troubleſome, that what | 
now ſaid, ſome body elſe may believe beſides 


Near | 
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my ſelf. There is therefore one now amongſt 
them, who is counted one of their moſt pre- 
cious ſufferers, and a moſt healing inſtrument ; 
who is ſo full of idle Phauſtes, Metaphors, 
Similitudes, and all ſuch like frothy diſpara- 
ging ſtuff; chat you may ſet him almoſt 


againſt twenty of the moſt imprudent con- 


forming Preachers, that are to be found a- 
mongſt us. Of his rich vein of wit, I ſhall 
only give you one inſtance; which is upon 
that of the Pſalmiſt, But his delight is in the 


Law of the Lord. Where he obſerves that 


every word has its emphaſis, and therefore 
he begins wich the firſt word, BUT, This 


EUT, lays he, zs full of ſpiritual wine ; we will 


Broach it, and taſte a little, then proceed. He 
had better have ſaid, it was full of ſpiritual 
cakes, or precious ſtones: For this But will 
hold no more Wine, than a Net or a Sieve ; 
and one had as good go about to breach one 
of them, as this But Or if he would have 
have made the thing credible, he ſhould have 
ſaid, that this But 16 a Fogs-bead full of ſpi- 
ritual wine; (as one did that repeated it out 
of the Author) then you know, Sir, it is as 
plain and poſſible as may be, and we might 


have broacbed preſently : But of all things, 1 


ſhould have been molt pleaſed, if for once he 
would have ſpoken in Latin; and told us, 
that this /ed or verum, enim, vero, is ful! 
of ſpiritual wine; For then the wit would 


have been more admired for lying a great 


way 
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r 
way off. I ſuppoſe I need not go on, Sic; i 
you cannot but be ſufficiently ſatisfied con- 
cerning the great ſtretch of his fancy. 1 
might alſo, Sir, ſeeing that we have fer him 
abroach (as he will have it) give you juſt a 
taſte of his Metaphorical faculty. What think 
think you of a Cheſt or Cupboard of truth d 
or of the Rain-bow of Juſtice ? Mercy turns 
Fuſtice into a Rainbow ; the Rain. low is 4 Bw 
indeed, but hath now Arrow in it. Here the 
Author was double happy; Metaphor, and 
Wit into the bargain. Or what think you of 
ſweeping the Walks of the Heart; or of Prayer 
being a ſpiritual Leech; and of throwing in 
the angle of Prayer, and fiſhing for mercy > Or 
laſtly, What think you of God's /aying the ſoul 
a whitening Do you not think, Sic, that it 
would very much alter the countenance of 
the Waſhmaid, to find two or three large 
ſouls bleaching amongſt her lianen? But to 
ſpeak the truth of it, the peculiar knack, 
gift and glory of this Gentleman, conſiſt chiefly 
in making of /ikexeſſes; in which he is ſo 
lucky, and tranſcendently accompliſhed, that 
in a ſmall Treatiſe of his, called a Chriſtian 
on the Mount; in a very ſhort time, 1 found 
Meditation to be like almoſt a hundred ſeve- 


P 


ral things. £ : 

In the firſt place, Meditation is like a with- 
drawing- Room; we are very well ſatisfied if 
he will not carry us much further: then be 
calls us out to victuals, and aſter that, Medi- 
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tations 1s like chewing F the Cud. now we 
muſt walk Abroad, and Meditation is like | 


climbing ap into a tree; but if that be not 
high enough, it is lite a Mount or a high | 
Tower ; but jf we have got any ſtrain with 
climbing; Meditation is like going into a Bath : 
And if after baths 


| 
ling we grow hungry again, fl 
and faint, Medztation is Th re which [ 
we feed; and immediately after, it is lite Iſ | 
raels eating of Manna : And five lines after, | 
like a Cordial to be druxk down: So that in a 
very little compais, Meditation is climbing, 
bathing, tafting, eating, drinking, and chewing 
the cud. Within two or three Pages after, 
the Chri/tian is to take the Air again, and to 
be mounted, but not ſo high as before, bur 
upon a fiery Steed; and then Meditation 15 
the Chriſtian's curbing lit; and I know not 
well how ir comes about, bur it zs alſo lite a 
powerful Loadlſtone; and for all that, the 
next Line, it is like a Cork to a Net. And 
| fon after, like diſtilling of Waters, and like 
beating of Incenſe ; but now we go far 
deep, and Meditation is like digging ſpiritual 
Gold out of the Mine of thePromiſes ; but we 
loon come above ground again for a little 
while, and Medatation is like digging about 
the Roots of a Tree; but down again pre- 
1 ſently, for Meditation is like digging in the 
f Mine of Ordinances- We had not been in 
£1 this Mine as yet, we had only digg d in the 
. Mine of the Promiſes before : But I am afraid, 
; Sir, you Will ſay you have cnough ; if nor, 
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we go on; And Meditation is like the Sel. - 


vidge, which keeps the Cloth from ravelling ; oc 


like a Hammer that drives the Nail to the _ 
Head; or like rabbing a Man ina Soon; or lite 
A2 Bee ſucking out of the Flower of Truth preacht, 


and working it in the Hive of the Heart. Fur- 


thermore, Meditation is the ballaſt of the Heart, 


the Bellows of the Affections; and the Hen, that 


batcheth good Affecliuns; and like the Sails of 
the Ship, notwithſtanding that it was like the 
ppole the Author 


Ballaſt juſt now: But I ſu 
does not mean the fame Ship he meant before, 


but ſome other. But ſuſſer me I pray, Sir, o 


put theſe Grapes once more into the Preſs ( as an 
Acquaintance of his ſays in a Sermon) Medita- 
tion is like going to Plough, like Oyl to the 
Cy to the Lamp, like a Gun full of Powder 


| (but Prayer without Faith, is like a Gun dif- 


charged withoat a Bullet) lik wet Tinder, lik: 
4 Whip, li a Proſpective - Claſs, a golden 
Ladder, a Dove, a Touchſtone, a ſpiritual In- 
dex. It was juſt now the Oy/, but he holds 
not long in the ſame Mind, for now it is the 
Lamp it ſelf, that 1s to be fed with the Oyb of 
Reading; but then joya it with Examination, 
and it is like the Sun on the Lal. And laſtly, 
joyn it with praclice, and it is like a pair of 
Compaſſes. | 


And now, Sir, am I nor as good as my 


word ? have I not ſhewn you a mas, that is 
very fruitful and precious? ls it poſſible to 


be weary, where there is ſuch variety of 
| fancy 2 He begins wich you at hne, then 


cls 


ow  w”. 2 ow” JV 1 5 2 


n 
8 


914 


; calls you abroad ; brings you back again, 


then out ar Sea, then for the Ladies, carrying 
you into Mines, ſeveral Mines, Promiſe-Mines, 
and Ordinance-Mines; this muſt needs be 
melting and diſſolving. And 1 queſtion nor, 
as this Gentleman leads us through a great 
part of mechanick and natural Philoſophy, ſo, 
had he thought of ir, and been but at a little 
more leiſure, his fancy could have made Me- 
titation like all the Animals in Ceſner, and 
al the Plants in Gerrard; for ſome (mall 
rcalon, Or pretty report or other; For when 
nis hand was in, what had it been for him to 
have ſaid, that Meditation is like an Oftrich, 
2 Pheaſant cock, or a Robin-red-breafſt ; or 
like a Wha'e, a Pike, or a Gudgeon? For | 


do not at all doubt bur that a very (mall J- 


»-ntor may deviſe as good a reaſon for all 


thole /ikenzfſes, as he chat ſaid, that Faith 
vas like a Flounder, that laid a Chriſtian flat 


»por the Promiſes. | 

After him comes another Bartholomew Gen- 
:{eman, With a huge hamper of Promiſes, and 
he falls a trading with his Promiſes, and 49 
þ.ying of Promiſes, and reſting upon Promiſes, 


that we can hear of nothing but Promiſes : 


iVhich trade of Promiſes he ſo ingrolFd to 
mmſelt, and rhoſe of his own Congregation, 
chat in the late times he would got fo much 
as let his near Xinſmen, the Presbyterians,. to 
have any dealing with the Promiſes : And to 
forward this trade of Promiſes, the poor de- 
ved creatures mult be lately abuſed with a 
| ” new 
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new ſort of Concordance, by V. p. conſiſting 


of Commands, Threat ning and Promiſes; — 66 
beſides, leſt People mould take hold of, and 0 
apply a curſe inſtead of a Vl ſing. and a2 
threatning inſtead of a Promiſe, they ate all ” 
ſer forth with their particular marks : So that 60 
now | ſuppoſe, the trade of Promiſes will | « 
ſuddenly hereupon be much amended, and « 
ow ſtrangely quick and lively. And to be 0 
Ka (becauſe this Gentleman has been ſuffici- [| « 
ently taken notice of, by a late worthy Au. 40 
thor except it be idle preaching about expe- 40 
riences, diſpenſations, manifeſtations, diſcove- « 
ries, improvements, pledges priviledggs, ang 
preragatives z out-goings, in goings and returns, 1 
and ſuch like ſenſeleſs, inſignificant, cautiny | « 
words and phraſes ; there is ſcarce any thing * 
to be found in kim, or any of hole that are 45 
admirers of his way. 13 
And, as this fo much admired ove has 2 11 
peculiar trade in Promiſes, ſo others there be, « 
who are very muck for trafficking with Chriſt: 1 
And in the late times, we may remembe: " 
what a ſubtile Trade was driven this way, * 


and what a perfect Merchandize they made of 
Chriſt, and what abundance of eminent hold- * 
ers forth of Chriſt and his Cauſe, were ſent 


into the Country to ſell Chriſt tor Spoons, Bod- *. 
Ant and Thimbles : But 1 all thoſc 7 
that were then employed, none ever was ay 
found to make ſo very good a return of Chri// Ke. 


as FH. P. was obſerved to do; for he could + 
preſently call the People together, and tel! W 
| them. | 


CET. --- 
them, That he heard at London, that they 
were Without Chriſt, and he came on pur- 
'* poſe to bring them Chriſt, and what a great 
deal of Money he was offered upon the 

' Road for Chriſt, but he was reſolved to 


„part with Chriſt to no body, till the Be- 
* /oved that he was preaching to, had had the 


— refuſal of him; and if they did intend to 


_ © trade with him, they muſt down with their 


* Duſt iaitantly - for to his Knowledge, the 
* Papiſts did offer a very vaſt Sum of Money 
* for England's Chriſt ; and therefore, if they 
did not make all poſſible haſt to ſend in 
their Plate and Jewels, he would be ſoon 
ſhip'd, and carried away to Noe. But may 
{ome (ay, What if cruel Cavalier ſhould 
come, would not then our Chriff be in 


great danger, aſter all our coſt and charges, 


might not he plunder us of our Cbriſt. 
No: Cavalier indeed is cruel, and may get 
„away your ſbonlder of Mutton, may get 
„away your Chaldres, may get away your 
" Wife, and may get away your very Bible, 
and he may come allo for your Chrift, but 


he cannot get away your Chriſt ; for Chrift 


is yours, and he is Gods ; and therefore down 
with your Money. 1 do not ſay that all that 
were ſent forth then to repeat the word 
Chriſt, (for that was then, and is {till by ma- 
ny called preaching of Chriſt) did carry along 
with them ſuch knaviſh Intentions; bur ſure 
| am, that the vain repetition of luch good 
Words, is {till ro often that which the Non- 

5 22 conforni/t's 
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1 conformiſts call powerf, ul Preaching ; when 48 1 
there is nothing at all that is meant by them f 
ſelves, or can be underſtood by their Hearers. 2 
And this made Biſhop Taylor ſay in his Epiſt/: 
to the Realer, before his ſhort Catechiſm, 


elo 9 
That a plain Catechiſm doth more iuſtruct 4 1 

Soul, than a whole days prate which ſome daily h 

ſpit forts,” to bid Men get Chriſt, and perſecute 6 

bis Servants ; for he was very well a ware, f: 

I that theſe great Zealots that talk ſo much of 5 
Chriſt and his Iutereſi, were as forward to dt 

Cheat, Steal, or commit any Villanies, as in 

thoſe that had never heard of Chriſt, or the 1 13 

Doctrine that he preached. And indeed, I had b 

now taken very little notice of what was ten | 

| done amongſt them, if that idle, empty and 0 
| infignificant Preaching had ccas'd with the ol 
i Times; but ſtill | find People fo ſtudious to NF #1; 
1 deceive, and ſo willing to be deceived, that ti 
5 ſuch prattle amongſt many, till bears thc 0, 
| Name of the only /aving, powerful and edify- to 
ing Preaching, And indeed, though I will 4 

not accuſe every one of that Party, that now M 

{ſtand ſeparated from us, of the utmoſt extra- up 

vagancies of theſe Follies; yer I am very cer is 

rain, that the greateſt part, or at leaſt the Je 

moſt famous and prevailing amongſt them, | Je 

are lo generally addicted to canting, inſigni- 4 

ſicant Phraſes, and tedious 7autologies, that 1 Ps 

' ſhould we compare their continual Relig tous | leg 
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Nonſenſe, with the indiſcretions of the Co 
formiſts, theſe would appear tolerably Sober 
and Wary Rhetortcians. 

And this is ſo plain from what has been 
already mentioned, that very little need to 

be ſaid further; but only it happens that I 

have now by me, a Bo call d Apples of Gold 

for young Men and young Nomen; a Book ſo 

famous amongſt them, that it has to my 
Knowledge deceived the World to no lets 

than Eight Fdi:ions 5 and yer when we look 

into it (notwithſtanding the Subject is very 

large and proſitable) we ſhall there find little 
belides Chriſt, the Soul, Conſcience, Faith, 
TY and ſuch like very good words, over anu 


4 over repeated to very (mall pui poſe, and as 
1 often uſher d in with an engaging and crying 
* Introduction, of Ah ! young Men; and ſome- 


i times, Ah! young Men and Women, Ic is all 
5 one Sir, Where you open the Book, his Rhe— 
- torical Humour is ſo very much the ſame. 
Ah ! (lays he, Page 187.) young Men, young 
Men, if you muſt needs be leaning, then lean 
= on precious Promiſes, leun upon the Rock that 
- is higher than your ſelves, lean upon the Lord 
© Jeſus Chrift, as John did, John /eaued much 


„ (oh. 2 f. 20.) and Chriſt loved bim much: 
- Ab eas upon Chriſt's Wiſdom, lean upon his 
t Power, /ean upon his Parſe, lean upon his Eye, 
D lean ap bis Righteouſneſs, lean upon his Bload, 
, lean upon Merit. Now, Sir, we well underſtand 


1 and 


3 
and know the meaning of Chriſts Wiſdom, 
Power, Righteo«ſneſs, and the like; but 
to make a huge clattering of Chriſt, and 
a long empty tattle of Leaning, and to make 
People ſigh and cry by mere repetition of 
Scripture Words, when perhaps there is little 


further ſign of Senſe, than /hakmmg of the 
Fiead, and wringing of Hande, has much more 
in it of popular Deceit, than popular Rhetorick: 


But having ſet out with the word Lean, for 
the fine fzurative noiſe and eaſineſ together, 
that is to be continued as long as Lungs can 
hold, never minding to what it is joyn d, or 


how it is applied. And whence do you think, 


Sir, came all this idle rant about /eanirg on- 
ly from Fohn's being placed next to our Savi- 
our at Supper, and laying his Head or Flow 
in his Boſom ; therefore young Men, it they 
would be /eaning, they muſt ru their Head, 
into our Saviour's Purſe, and put their Elbeu- 
into his Eyes. And from this place of Scripture 
alone, ariſe all their inſignificant canting, a- 
bout a Believer's leaning and rolling upon 
Chriſt, it being no where elſe mentioned in 
the whole New Jeſtament; but only where it 
is ſaid, that Jacob l-aning upon the top of his 
Staff. And as he here runs away with the 
Word leaning; ſo the very ſame Method he 
ules for any thing elſe, that he ſhall happen 
upon. It is ſaid you know Sir, Mal. 1. 14. 
Curſed be the Deceiver which hath in his Flock 
' a male, and yet offereth te the Lord a corrupt 
thing. Upon which, immediately follow; 4! 
ah | young 
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| young Men and Women (who are lk; the Almond 
Tree) you have many Males in your Flocks, your 


Strength is a Male in the Flock, your 1ime is 
a Male m the Flack, your Parts are a Male in 
the Flock, and your Gifts are a Male in the 
Flock, &c. And whereas here he mentions 
only Strenzth and Parts in general, as being 
Males in the Flock, yet it his Breath would 

have laſted, he could have made every F:nger 
and Tee that a Young Man has, to be a Male 
in the Flock ; and I wonder how he mils'd 
Judgment, Memory, Fancy, and the Five 
S-aſes; for thele doubtleſs are all Males in the 

Flack, if he had had not forgot them. And 
this is that in which chiefly conſiſt the power 


and edifyingneſs (as they call it) of their Preach- 


ing, and by which they think themſelves ſo far 
to excel the Inſtructions of the cenſormable 
Miniſters ; as if theſe could nor ſay the Word 
Chriſt as often in an hour, as the molt porr- 
erfal and edifying of them; and I wonder were 
lies the myſtery and great difficulty of this 
gitted ſort of Rhetorick. | am diſcourſing lup- 
pole about the pardon of fin, and | bring in 
that of the P/almi/t, Bleſſed is he whoſe tranl- 
greſſion is forgiven, &c. Upon which occaſi- 
on [ exert my gs, and pour forth thus 1. 


is not, bleſſed is the bogour1b!s man, but bleſſed 


ts the pardon d main; it is not Blefſ-d is the rich 
man, but bleſſed is the pardon d man; it 1s not 
blejſed is the learned man, hut bleſſed is the 
pardoa d man; it is not bleſſed is the politick 

: P 4 man, 


| $1 BP 
man, but bleſſed is the pardond man; it is not 
. Bleſſed is the wittorious man, but Bleſſed is the 
pardon'd man. Or I am preaching ſuppoſe a- 
bout remember thy Creator in the days of thy 


morning of their youth ſeet, yea, ſeek early, 
ſeek _—_— ſeek primarily, ſeek mwariedly, 


good, the moſt dehrable good; who is a ſuitable 
good, a pure good, a Kenshin good, a total 
good, and an eternal good. Now, may not a 
_ Conformiſt, though of an ordinary invention, 
and not endued with the ſublimeſt gifredne/- 
ſes of our Separatiſts, ſay, ſeek, Fel. ſeek, 
ſeek, &c or good, good, good, god, &c. | 
am very ſerious, Sir, and you know it, and 
I wiſh thole J am now ſpeaking of, would 
think to too, and lay aſide their ground leſs 
pretences to gifts, and preach like Men and 
Chriſtians : for | bleſs A/mizhty God, | love 


wiſe to the ſalvation of themſelves and others. 
And notwithſtanding, that many of them 
are fo forward to boaſt of their ſpiritual at- 
tainments and improvements, and, will tell you, 
Flow often they have ſweat at Prayer, and how 
Long they frequented Ordinances, and what ab un- 
dance of days they kept, and time they ſpent, in 


and heart-difſelving preaching ; yet for all 


youth, and I guſh forth after this manner: 
Ab! that young men and women would but in the 


this God, who is the greateſ good; the beſt 


v 
all the World, and wiſh. that all men were | 


applying of Promiſes, and regiſtriug experien- 
ces, before they could arrive to this converting 


-- that, 
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that, it favours ſo much of the natural man, 


that I queſtion not at all, but that the very 


glory, and heart-breakingneſs of it (which 


chiefly conſiſt in an end leſs repetition of the 


ſame words) may be caſily acquired by a 
Lad of ſixteen years of age in a Months 
time. To make, Sir, this plain, l'II give 
you but one inftance of very high improve- 


ments in this kind; it is upon this particu- 


lar, viz. An old Diſciple, an old Chriſt tan is 
Rich in Spiritual Experiences. Whereupon he 


thus proceeds: O the experiences that an cd 
_ Chriſtian hath of the ways of God, of the work- 


ings of God, of the word of God, of the love of 
God O the Divine Stories that an old Chri- 
ſtian can tell of the power of the Word, of the 
ſweetneſs of the Word, of the Uſefulneſs of the 
Word ! O the Stories that he can tell you con- 
cerning the love of Chriſt, the Hood of Chit, 
the eit es of Chrift, the merits of Chriſt, the 

righteouſneſs, the graces of Chriſt, and the in- 
fluences of Chriſt ! O the Stories that an old 
Diſciple can tell you, of the in-dwellings of the 
Spirit, of. the operations of the Spirit, of the 
teachings of the Spirit, of the feaiings of the 
Spirit, of the witneſſings of the Spirit, and of 
the comforts and joys of the Spirit ! O the Sto- 
ries that an old Chriſtian can tell you of the 


evil of fin, of the bitterneſs of Sin, the de- 


ceitfulneſs of Sin, the prevalency of Sin, and 


the bappineſs of the Conqueſt over Sin! O the 


Storzes 
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Stories that he can tell you, of the ſnares o 
Satan, the devices of Satan, the temptations of 
Satan, the rage of Satan, the malice of Satay, 
the watchfulneſs of Satan, and the ways of tri. 
umphing over Satan! Theſe you fee, Sir, are 
Stories which an old Chriſtian, an old Diſci- 
ple can tell you. But do you not think, 
that one may procure a very young Chri/t;- 
an, ſuch as | before mentioned, who by the 
help of two ot three Syſtems, anda little skill 
in Jude xe, ſhould be able to tell you as 
many Divine Stories as theſe, and a hundred 
more, if it ſhould be convenient? may not 
be in a ſmall time, learn to begin with Di- 
vine Stories of God, the Scriptures, Chriſt, 
the Floly Ghoſt, of Sin, of Satan; and may 
he not improve in the uſe of his Sy/teme, and 
in time venture to turn on, and tell you Di- 
vine Stories of the Covenant of Grace, of the 
Sacraments, of the five points, of the ten 
Commandments, or of any thing elſe with very 
great caſe, according as he thinks to continue 

his Divine Stories. | 
I ſuppole, Sir, it were needleſs to go about 
to ſatis fie you further, that chis gifted ſort of 
preaching, that pretends more than ordinary 
to come from above, has as little in it of d:f#- 
culty or miracle, as of profit, I cannot, I muſt 
confeſs, imagine wherein the powerfulneſs and 
tſpiration ot that glols conſiſted, ,that is made 
by one oi this party that l am now ſpeaking 
of, concerning going out of our ſelves, and ſay- 
| | ms 
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ing, come Lord, return; O Lord; not return, 
O my trade returu : O return, O our Ships re- 
turn; not return, O our peace return; but re- 
turn, O Lord, return, © Lord. Nor of that 
which was made by another upon thole words: 
The Fear of the Lord is clear; clean within, and 
clean without; clean abouc, and clean belidu ; 
clean ow the left Hand, and clean on t he right ; 
clean on this ſide, clean on that , clean at home, 
and clean abroad, Now am las {ure as can be, 
that ſome of theſe People will preſently cry 
our, and lay, that 1 am againſt the fear of the 


Lord, and againſt Chriſt and his Intereſt, and 


that I am againſt all Soul. ſiftning means, and all 
Soul. melt ing means. And (as it is in the fore- 
mentioned Apples of Gold ) / am a diſcourager 
of all that is God-ward, of ai that is Chriſt» 
ward, heaven-ward, and holineſs ward ; 
and that / am for joul-hardning Company, 
| ſoul-hardnins Principles, and ſaul- hard- 
ning Examples; and for ſuffering of People 
to ge on in delufrons, that are Chriſt-dethroning, 
| a Conſcience waſting, and Soul-undoing Oppor- 
tunities, It they do, I cannot help it; but 
however, I bleſs Almighty God, that I' was 


bdorn of Chriſtian Parents, and that I was 


| brought up in the Chri/tian Faith; and I hope, 
that by the Pune Aſſiſtance, I ſhall continue 
in the ſame, and in well doing to my lives 
end. And whatever Opinion they may have 
of me, | know not; but notwithſtanding, I 
do moſt heartily wiſh, that ſuch as have ſpent 
their time in reading of Books and * 
| about 


4 * 
—  —— ———  ——— —  __— — — — — ——— 1 * 5 


[ 102 ] 


about Experiences, getting of Chriſt, and the 


like, would change them all away for the 
whole Duty of Man, that abounds with very 
pious and Intelligible Rules of Godly Li- 


tion. 


And I do wiſh furthermore, that ſuch of 


the Nonconforming Clergy, that are of this Hu- 
mour, Way and Stile ; that they would ad- 
vile, or ſuffer, at leaſt, ſuck as are now, or 
have been heretofore their {/-1rer5 and Ad- 
mirers, to read {ome other Books beſides their 
own, and hear {ome other Men Preach beſides 
themſelves : For as it has been alrcady made 
out, that the way of their Diſcourſes is not 
fo much above Human induſtry and inventi- 
on, as that it ſhould require any more extra- 
ordinary Aſſiſtances, or more pcculiar Illumi- 


nations, than the Conformi/ts may have juſt 


reaſon to pretend to; ſo in good truth as 
confident as they are of the Heavenlineſs, and 
Convertingneſs (as they call it) of their Me- 
thod and Expreſſions, they have very little 
grounds, or good Authority, ior that man- 


ner they proceed in. For, ſuppoſe, they 


ſhould be ſo full of themſelves and their own 
indowments, as not to attend to the Exam- 


ples of the firſt Famous Chriſtians, Saints, 


and Primitive Fathers, nor to the Rules of 
the beſt and moſt Judiciaus Orators , yet if 


they will be either guided and perſwaded by 


What our Saviour Preacht himſelf, or by thoſe 


Directions 


ving, and uſeful knowledge tending to Salva- 
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Directions which he gave to his Diſciples for 
ſo doing; they will find very little encou- 
ragement either to dote upon, and admire 
only their own Proceedings, or ſo ſeverely 
to cenfure and undervalue thoſe that ſhew 
not all willingneſs to be deceived by them. 
And in the firſt place, we are plainly inſtru- 
cted, as to what our Saviour Flimſelf ſpoke, 
taught or preacht; as well as aſter what 
manner he expreſſed his meaning. We very 
well remember what he ſaid to the young Mun 
that enquired how he ſhould attain eternal Life. 
He did not ſay, get me, get faſt hold of me, 
get your Arms fall of me ; but keep the Com- 
mandments, and give away your Eſtate; which 
laſt in thoſe times was neceſſary for ſuch as 
intended co be Diſciples of Chriſt, In like 
manner, When the Publicans and Souldiers 
came to know what they ſhould do; he did 
not bid them, Take hold of him, faſten upon 

him, and put their Arms round about him; but 
bad the firſt of them (whoſe Employment 
might tempt them to cheating and bribery) 
exact no more than what the Emperor demand. 
ef : And bad the others, be contented with 
their Wages and Pay; and not do wielexce, 
plunder or ſteal. And it was well that it was 
Chriſt himfelf that ſaid this, or elſe by chance 
(amongſt theſe lofty Teachers) this might 
have gone for groſs, carnal Realoning, and 
for ſuch dull moral! inſtructions as Alexander 
or Cæſar themſelves, that never * 
thing 
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thing of Chriſt, might have given to their 
Collectors and Armies. By theſe Places and 
the like, Sir, it is very eaſie to perceive after 
what manner our Saviour taught and preachr: 
for whateverhe ſpoke was Preaching,although 


what he ſaid upon the Mount (being a more 


continued Diſcourſe) was more particularly 
call'd his Sermon So that thus far we lee, 
that whilſt Chriſt preached Chrift, that is, 
of himſelf and his Doctrine, here's not a 
word of getting of Chriſt, or getting into 
Chriſt, or getting a ſhare, a ſtock, an intereſt 


ſignificant Expreſſions. In the next place, 
let us fee what order and inſttuctions he 
gave to his Diſciples about their Preaching. 
St. Mark tells us, Mark 16. 15. That he 
bad them go into the World aud preach the 
Goſpel, &c. St. Matthew tells us, Mat. 28. 
19, 20. he bad them, Go and teach al Na- 


tions, baptizing, them, &c. and teaching them 


to obſerve all things whatſoever he had com- 
manded them, Now, Sir, if chere can be 
any other meaning of rheſc laſt words, than 
that (after People were þaprized or admitted 
into Chriſtianity) the Diſciples thould ſpend 
their time in teaching and explaining ſuch 
things as Chriſt himſelf had taught or preach 
to them, which were not ſuch Riddles, Charms 
and ti-#/ing tuff as theſe People too often puc 
upon their Hearers, then (if his Majeſty will 
pleaſe to give me leave) I will promile never 

| | ro 


in Chriſt, or any ſuch like ftaring, and in- 
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to come at any Church again, ſo long as 1 
can find out the leaſt creeping Converticle: 


So that if theſe People will be either content 
to preach no loftier than our Saviour did 
himſelf, or as he appointed his Diſciples to 


do, Iam ſure they muſt not Preach as they 
do now, unleſs they have got ſome ſecret 
reſerve of Goſpels for. their own peculiar uſe ; 
or have received {ome new inſtructions and 
orders, fince our Saviour was taken up ; for 
in all the Goſpe/s which we arc acquainted 


withal, we can find nothing elle but that 


Chrift was the Chriſt ; and that Cod for the 
ſutute would be worthip'd after the manner 
therein declared. And he that preaches this, 
iz, what Chriſt did and ſuſtered, and whac 
tic ſpoke, preaches Chriſt, or his Goſpe!, or 
him crucified, or him and the teſurrettion, or 


| the Kingdom of God, or remiſſion of Sins, or 


the new Covenant, or Grace and Mercy through 
Chriſt ; all which, and many more, ſignifie 
the ſame; and not he that thunders out 
Chriſt a Thouland Times in a Sermon; lay- 


ing, Ab! none but Chirſtt, none but Chrſtt 


Ah! none to Chriſtt, noue to Chriſt ; no work; 
*0 Chriſts, n Dulies, 10 ſervices 40 Chriſt 35 


10 Prayers, no Tears to Chriſis; no rigbte- 


ouſneſs, no Holineſs to Chriſts, lay out for 
Chriſt, make ſure of Chrift, cloſe with Chrift, 
leave to Chriſtt, unite with Chriſt, reſt, lean, 
roll, roſs, tumble and wallow upon Cbrift. 
There is mention made (you know Sir,) 

- | Mt. 
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Mat. 28. 20. of Chriſt being with the Apo- 


ſtles to the end of the World ; which related 5 
to the divine aſſiſtance of the Hol) Ghoſt, d 
which they and their Succeſſors ſhould have " 
towards the propagating and continuing Chr. b 
ſtian Religion in the World; but theſe People F 
are for receiving Love-Letters from Chriſt, t 
1 they are for ſtrange entercourſes, correſpon- 8 
1 dencies, returns, expreſſzs, and | know not - 
| what. And, if it had not pleaſed God to Fe 
| have abated ſome of thofe Extravagancies, by | * 
reſtoring our Church, in time we ſhould have - 


come to Heavenly Proclamations, and Flea- 
venly Gareth. And 1 well remember there F 
was one amongſt them that pretended to - 


have got ſuch an intere/t in Chriſt, and fuch at 
exact knowledge of Afairs above, that he an 
N could tell che People, That he had juſt bes 3 


fore received an Expreſs from Chriſt Jeſus con- p 
ceruing ſuch a buſineſs, and that the Int was e 
Ccarce dry upon the Paper: At other times hc 
4 would ſink himſelf in the Peipit, and tell the c 
People, he would be with them again preſently, * 
he would only [peak one word with Chriſt; and 2 
's ſo pretending to have talk d with Chriſt, he 
it would come up again ſoon after, as full of 7 
Chriſt and his Advice as might be. And to nf 
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conclude this, Sir, how many Hundred and 9 
1 to 
[| Hundred times have you heard that place in au 
= the Colofſt2ro, viz. Chriſt is all in all, brought tal 


1 in at the claſe of any thing that went before, 
only becauſe it is m-/tinz, and may produce "Sa 
Sizh : 
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Sigh or Groan; for, if they would but conſis 
der of the Bible, as well as get by heart 
Words and Phraſes out of it, they might then 
have taken notice of thoſe many Heavenly 
Fxhortations, contained in the ſame Chapter 
to the Coloſſians, of -living more peaceably, 
godlily and righteouſſy than they had done, 
before they were converted to the Chriſtian 
Faith; and in particular, that rhey ſhould be 
now as kind, juſt and faithful to every Man 
that they had to deal withal (ler him be 
Greek or ew, Barbarian or Scythian,) as they 
uie to be, or ſhould be, to their own Neigh- 
bours and Citizens; fo that now, Chriſt was 
all in all, having taken away all DPiſtinatious, 
and made of all Mankind ove People. It is 
not, Sir, my intent here to comment upon 
Scripture ; but I would to God, that theſe 
Pcople that talk ſo much, and fo endleſſy 
the word Chriſt, would ſpend more time in 
explaining his Doctrine; it they did, I am 
fure the World would not only be much wier, 
but more peaceable and better. 

And as / would not have theſe people 
count themſelves the only godly and ſaving 
Inſtructors by abundant ſaying over new 7eſta- 
ment words; ſo it is a very idle thing for them 
to endeavour to have their preaching believed 
more ſanctified and ſearching, becaule they 
talk often times concerning the Bzb{e, giving 
only empty and looſe commendations of the 
Scriptares in general, There are (thanks be 
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bere, 


no comforts to Scripture comforts, 10 


to God) a great many Billes in this Nation; 
and though the Corformiſis, do not, poſſibly 
lay one in every Window,yert their Houſes nel 
not be ſuppoſed to be without the Scripture, 
nor themſelves without the knowledge and 
ule of them. And what if whilſt they are 
in the Pe/pit, with finger thruſt into the mid- 
dle of th: Book, they do not brandifh it up 
and down, as if they would diſcharge the 
whole of it together at ſome bodies head? 


What if they do not hold it forth with ſtretch- 
out arm and voice; and cry aloud, This is 


the Boot, this is the Book: Here it it, here it 
is; no Ward like this Word, no Book like this 
Book, no writing like this "'riting, no reading 
like reading here, no ſearching like ſearching 


Chriſt 7s here, Jelus Chriſt is here, the Lord 
Chriſt it here, the precious promiſes are here. 


Les doubtleſs (if it be a Bible) they are all 


there; and ſo is Genes, Exodus, Leviticus, 


Numbers, Deuteronomy, and all the reſt. But 


what is any body the better for this? Who 
will read, ſearch or conſider one word the 
more for this empty amazing noiſe ; or for 
ſuch as that, which I find alſo in one of them: 
Search the Scripture, Study the Scripture, 
dwell on the Scripture, delight in the Scripture, 


| treaſure up the Scripture ; no wiſdom to Scrip- 


ture wiſdom, no knowledge to Scripture know 
ledge, no experience to Scripture eo" 
e 


lights to 


| Scripture 
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 theniſh. 


Scripture delights, no convidFions to Scripture 
convictions, no converfion to Scripture canver- 
fon. Let them ſhew us any where in Scrip- 
ture (notwithſtanding their extraordinary 

skill therein) where any thing is adviſed or 

commanded after this ſloathful and flight 

way. If they be for elegant compoſure of 
long periods, let them obſerve after what man- 
ner the Ads of the Apoſtles are recorded; if 
they be for ſhorter Sexrences, let them exa- 
mine other parts of the holy Scriptures ; and 
if they would attempt to prophe/ie, let them 


read the Prophets, and let them attend to 
+ that topious vention, as well as /of:ineſs of 


expreſſion that is contain d in them. Surely, 


if they were not charm'd with lazineſs, their 


own conceits, and a contempt of all that are 
not in their way and phraſe, they would 
judge. it better, to explain to the People the 
Principles of Chriſtian Religion, and to give 
ſome tober di/ections of living well, and per- 
ſwafrue reaſons to begin a good Life, and pro- 


 c2ed in the ſame, than to think that time 


only lanctimoniouſly laid out, that is ſpent, 
in, crying, Here, here ; Look, look ; See, 
Je; whereas there is nothing to br ſeen, but 
the outfide of the Book, nor any taing to be 
heard bur a long ft ring of words to the ſame 
purpdſe ; and yet this alone muſt be call'd 
Haſhing, holy violence, preſſing upon, and break- 
ing into the Soul; and all ſober, diſcreet, and 
well examin d inſtructions, Earthiy and Hea- 
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Not leſs idle and extravagant is that hu- 


mour of theirs, of loading their Sermons with 


abundance of Scripture, where it is perfectly 
needleſs, and altogether impertinent. How 
far the true knowledge of one place depends 
upon others, the reſt of the world, that do 
not boaſt ſo much of Scripture, do very well 
_ underſtand ; but ro heap on Scripture after 
. Scripture to no purpole at all; but to make 
their followers Bibles ſtare again with turn 
down proofs, and the ſtriags and claſps to 
groan With being overcharg'd with dn! A 


leaves, is much too ſmall a foundation tor 


them to call or think themſelves the only rue 
diſpenſers of the word of God. And that wherc- 
in the excellency of theſe Mens humour may 
be plainly perceived, is this, That the leis 


the quoted Scripture is really tor their deſign 


(ſo it does but found a little towards their 
meaning) the more it is admired, this argu- 
ing, long ſearching, and experimental till in 
the Bible, and a more hidden and well d ige- 
ſted art of applying of Scripture. 1 have a 
Book, Sir, that teaches me how it is to be 


done upon that of St. Matthew; Bleſſed are 


the pure in heart, for they fhall ſee God. 


Now, Sir, to bring in all thole places of the 
Bible where the word pure is, may be done 


by a Scriptureleſ Divine of ordinary Concor- 


davce-parts; but to ſtuff in plenty of Scrip- 


tur- occaſionally, unexpectedly and wonder- 
'atly, is a peculiar privilege, and perfection 
5 of 
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of the godly. The Prinze therefore muſt 
be this, That the Saini's if Cod are pure 
Saints; nothing that is impure can fee God, 


nothing that dure can come to Cod; for 


he that cometh 'o God, muſt betlicue that he 
is, and that he 1s 4 rewarder of. them that 


diligently ſeek him, Heb. 11.5. And ag 


Jade ver. 4. Behold the Lord com:th with ten 


thouſand=——="Vhit > not Unbelievers, but 
Saints, pure Saints: An Unoeliever muſt not 


expect to be one of thoſe ten thouſand, he muſt 
not look to be one of that number ; for be that 
expects to be ane of that number, mu(f ſo num- 


Jer his days, that he nay apply his hearr to 


wiſdons, Plal? 90. 12. be ma ve careſul if 
his time, count up his time, aad think upon 
every day; but eſpecially the great day, the 
day of Fadgment. For as the Plalmiſt bas ity 
To day if you will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, as in the provocation, and as in 
the day of temptation in the wilclarueſ. And 
io, Sir, you may go on, with bear, voice, 


harden, heart ; which you pleaſe. And this 
ſerves inſtead of telling youz what is meant 


by purity of Heart, and what conver/ation ſits 
2 Man for a %%% and fruition of God, 
And thus much I thought ſeaſo able at 
pretent, to be ſaid concerning the preaching 
of the Noncouformiſts; wherein | would not 
wiltingly be fo miſtaken, as to be thought to 


charge every one of them with that folly and 
trachinels that is aboye-meation'd ; for | muſt 


W3- acknow- 
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acknowledge, that | know ſeveral of them 


to be Modeſt, Serious and Learned. But 
witha!, I alſo know, that the ſmall inconſi- 


 derabie 7riflers, the Coyners of new Phraſes ; 
and 4/Aawers Qut of long godly Words, the 


tick pourers out of Texts of Scripture, the 
mimical /q42akers and bellowers, and the vain- 


glorious admirers only of themſelves, and 


thoſe of their own faſhion'd face and geſture : 
I know, ay, that fuch as theſe, ſhall with 
all poſſible zcal be follow'd and worſhipp'd, 
ſhal! have their Buſkels of China Oranges, 
ſhall be ſolac'd with all imaginable Cordials, 


Eſſences and Elixirs, and ſhall! be rubb d 
down with Hand of Ten Shillngs an Ell; 


when as others of that Party, much more 


Sober and Judicious, that can ſpeak Senle, 


and underſtand the Scriptures, but leſs con- 
fident, and leſs cenſorioys, ſhall ſcarce be 
invited to the fire fide, or be preſented with 
2 couple of Pippius, or a Glaſs of ſmall Beer 


And as theſe People that are thus highly 


treated, have no reaſon to preſume upon 


their Parts, Improvements, and extraordina- 


ry Inſpirations, becauſe they can utter forth 


abundance of Scripture Wards, of very good 


concern and ſignification, if they were ſo- 
berly applied: So, in like manner, it were 


very well if they would not altogether judge 
of the bleſſedneſs of their Endeavours, by 


the tumult running after them, or becauſe 


they 
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they find by experience, that they can force 
from People Tears and Sizhs, and ſuch out- 
ward Signs of the hearts ſceming to be af- 


| fected ; for all this, and much more, may 


queſtionlels be done without either Sey/c, 
Oratory or Relinfos; long Sentences (ſuch as 
before mention d) rattl'd forth as faſt and 
furiouſly as may be, with Chri/t, Scripture, 
or the Soul, every Line; together with 


ide, Shoulders and Head devotionally ma- 


nag d, may be eaſily conceived to make weak 
and filly People gaze more, wet more, and 
wipe oftner, than any thing that our Saviour 
himfelf, or any of bis Apoſtles ever iaid. And 
this I know to be certainly true, becauſe I 
have often ſeen People placed ſo far from the 


Miniſter, that they could only fee him make 


very concerned faces, and ſhew often the 
Heavenly part of the Eye, and might ſuppoſe 


by che great pazns he took, that he was about 


buſineſs of very great weight and moment; and 
perhaps now and then, one fingle melting 
word loudly pronounced, might come down, 
and no more; and y et ſuch as theſe weepingly 


inclin d, ſhould be as full of all outward ex - 


preſſion of Devotion, as if they were juſt then 


to be Converted ; And therefore 1 would not 


have them delude themſelves, and think that 
their Hearers weep at their preſſing Religion 


more Home, and /earchin; the Hearts more 


throughly than others; but ar the Noiſe, the 
Tone, and fierce repetition of Words. And 1 


Q 4 think 
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| think I am not at all uncharicable, if [ lay, 


that many poor undiſcerning People, having 
oft- times ſo little grounds for being zea/ou/ly 
moved, are as perfectly deceived, as ever 
any body was, that took Sir Mart in Mar- all 


wide gaping, for melodious ſinging. And it 


is doubtleſs as caſie a matter to make People 
cry and ſob again, without doing them the 
leaſt good, as it is to make a Dottril ſtretch, 
or them yawn, without helping them towards 
Heaven. 3 ' 

J have but one thing more to beg of theſe 
People; and that is, That they would not on- 


ly ceaſe to call their Preachang along Spiritual, 
Idluminat ing, and I know not what; but allo 


that they would not think that they can, or 
ever did pray by the Spirit: For till I (cc 
their Children ſpeak Hebrew at Four Years of 
Age ( which ſome ſay may come to pals, it 
they be brought up in a Wood, and ſuck of a 
Wolf) and themlelves (without ſtudying ) 
all thoſe Languages that are mentioned in the 
Second of the As, I ſhall never believe it; 
but if they mean, they have ſeveral Prayers ol 


their own making, differing both in Senſe and 
| Phraſe ; or that they do not place every word 


after the fame manner; bur ſometimes pur 


Eterral before Almighty," ſometimes Almighty | 


before E:ernal 3 or that they do not always 
confeſs-rhe ſame number of Sins, but ſometimes 
put in Adultery and Stealing too, ſometimes 


Luulteg alone; then is this ſo far from ha- 


ving 


mw „  .  . 


ä 


* 


7 Ving any ching (of the Spirit in it (in that 
8 Senle which they would pretend to) that it 
ly is no more extdchpore, than that this Mor- 
er ning is read, bleſſed he the Lord God of Iſrael ; 
15 and to morrow, O be joyful in the Lord all ye 
ii 1 Lands: Or that ſometimes we pray for Razr, 
le or Fair Weather, ſometimes for Health or 
= Peace, according to our Neceſſities: Only 
h, with this difference, that this is printed, and by 
as Ad off Parliament, and what they lay, is nor. 
-— Bur ſuppoſe they come to that degree of 
(eo fl Confidence, as to begin at a vcature; and 
n- having a private Method, a ſtock of Scripture 
al, Phraſes (to be brought in after any manner) 
ſo with helptul- Abs, Hems, Coughe, Spittings, 
or iim and admitting beſides, rade Expreſſi- 
re | ons, improprieties, often repeated tranſitions 
of ( when invention fails) and the like, that 
i they hold out their intended time: Nay, fur- 
fa thermore, ſuppoſe they ſeldom or never (ay 
3 the ſame whole Line, plac'd after the ſame 
he manner; and that they do not conſeſs, that N 
7 by reaſon of their ſolitary Lives, they are as ' 
t wanton as the ſalacious Sparrow, nor pray unto | 
nd God for Syrup of Barberies, nor deſire the Lord 
rd to give « od That {ame ; and that they do not 
ut teach God 41nizhty how to defend the Trinity , 
tz i (Cas 1 haye heard them do a Quarter of an 
vs Hour together) and how he is to diſtinguiſh [| 
16s between numgrus nume rans, and numerus nume- g 
CS | ratus ; and that the rhewm does not fall down | 
la- oppteſſingl upon the S9irir and Lungs, but | 
Ng == _ that | 
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of inſpiration, which they mean; for there 


is not at all impoſſible for a Man (if he ſhould 
ſo reſolve and make it his buſineſs) never to 


| ſpeak the ſame whole Sextence in all his Life. 


And as for their ſaying, that they can plainly 


rceive a difference between a Prayer that is 


fran d, and one that is ſuddenly and ſpiritually 


pour'd forth; 1 am ſo very unwilling to be- 
lieve this, that if I do not procure a thin pale- 


fac'd Hec, as rank a one as can be got in this 


Town, that ſhares his time between ſwearirg 
and curfing, and he ſhall be taught a long pra- 


er, with a confeſſion of all the Yiilames that 
have been committed on this ſide the Line ſince 
the Flood, and well fill'd alſo with ſuch Phra- 
fes and Words as they delight in ; and being 


double cad, and having well learn d his Tone 


and Geſtures, a Mecting of thele Spirit Diſ- 


cerners ſhall be call'd 3 and if this very ſmall” 
Saint thus accompliſh'd ( ſuppoling he does 


not put in ſometimes an Oath inſtead of, 0 
Lord) does not wet as many Handkerchiefs, 
and draw forth as deep and as many Groans, 


as any of their greateſt Pretenders to Illumina- 
tion, then will [| never hear Common: Prayer 
again For if I could tell where to hear Peo- 


ple pray miraculouſly, it were very imptudent 
to run after, or liſten to frail and mortal com- 
politions. | 

And 
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that they proceed very clearly and ſmoothly ; 
yer ſtill there need be nothing of ſuch a ſort 


being ſo many ſeveral Words in the World, it 
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And by the way, Sir, 1 would not have 
the Papiſts pleaſe themſelves too much (as l 
have heard they have done upon my firſt 
Letter, ) with an opinion of their own. Pru- 
dence and Preaching Abilities, notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe lmper fections, which I ſo freely diſ- 


covered amangſt our felves; for by what | find, 


by chance, in one of their Sermons, concer- 
ning Contrition, I perceive that they can per- 
ſecute a Metaphor, til it be as ridiculous as 
People can poſſibly endure to hear it. It be- 
gins thus. The Falcon when be has taken his 
prey, he defireth no more thereof but the Heart, 
and therewith he is content; ſo our Lord Jeſas, 
when he had ranſom , us nut of Flell, he defe- 
reth no more but a mc and 4 contrite Heart 
of us : Therefore as the Falconer, cer he will 
give the Heart to his Falcon, firſt he will cut 
it, aud then take out the Blood and waſh it : 
$9 muſt thou give | thy Heart to our Lord : firft 
cut it with the Knife of Contrition, and then 
take out the Blood of Sin by Confeſſu:n, and 
after, waſh with ſatisfaction ; and ſo with the 


Knife of his Paſſion, cut your Hearts and not 


your Cloaths, having in Mind that the Blade of 
this Rivife was made of the Spears Head, and 
Nails, "that his precious Body and Heart was 
thrill wit ha!; the Haft was made of the holy 
Tree of the Croſs 4 and the wyrel was made of 
the Crown of Thorns that was about his Head. 
bet this Aaiſe on his bleſſed Body, that ſo 
hard and cruelly was tormented on the Croſs ; 
BE | make 
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wake alſo the Sheath of thy Knife, of the White 
Skin of our Lord Jeſus, that was painted with 
red bloody Wounds ; then with the Cords that 
he was bound to the Pillar, bind this Knife to 
the Girdle of thy Heart And I doubt not, be 
thy heart never ſo hard, it will begin to break, 
It is doubtleſs a very ſtrange heart indeed, 
that will not ſuddenly break all in pieces at 

the noiſe of ſuch Rhetorict. And whereas it 
| has been obſerved, that ſome of our Clergy 
are ſometimes over nice, in taking notice of 
the mcer Words that they tind in Texts; fo 
theſe are fo accurate, as to go to the very 
Letters. As ſuppole, Sir, you are to give 
an Exhortatioa to Repentanie, upon that of 


St. Matthew, Repent ye, for the Kingdon: of 


Heaven is at Hand, Lou muſt obferve, that 
Repent is a rich Word, wherein every Letter 
exhorts us to our Duty: Repent, R. readily; 


. Repeat, E. earneſtly ; Repent, P. preſently ; 


Repent, E. effettually ; Repent, N. nationally; 


Repent, T. throughly. Again, Repent roar- 


#nyly, eagerly, plentifally, heavily (becauſe of 


h) notably, terribly: And why not, Repent 


rarely, evenly, prettily, elegantly, neatly, 


rightly? And allo why not A. Apple-paſty, 8 


B. bk it, C. cut it, D. divided it, E. eat 
it, F. fought for it, G. got it, &c. | had 
not time, Sir, to look any further into their 


way of Preaching ; but if | had, | am ſure I 


ſhould have found that they have no reafon 
to deſpiſe our Church upon that account; 


and 


n r 


| 
: 
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and they cannot but ſee it themſelves, if 
they do but look over and conſider their own 
 tnfirmities And I would have them know, 
that what I ſaid in my former, was not in- 
_ tended to help on their undervaluing us, but 
our own amendment. 9 
And as much miſtaken are the Laity of 
this Nation (which was the next thing I pro- 
miſed to ſpeak of) if there be any of ſo mean 
a judgment, and fo idly and wickedly bent 
as to think that I deſign'd to encourage them 
in the Contempt of our own Clergy; being al- 
ways ſo very far from promoting any ſuch de- 
ſign, that there is no one in the world thar 
ever was more ſenſible of the groundleſs and 
 kumourſom exceptions and prejudices, which 
ſome of thole ſmall and iconfrderable people 
have entertain'd againſt our Clergy in gene- 
ral, than my ſelf: into which, Sir, although 
in my former Letter 1 did not think it requi- 
fite to enquire, by reaſon the intention of 
that was only to look into ſuch things as to 
ſome few at leaſt, beſides my ſelſ, did ſeem 
to weaken the Reputation and Service of ſome 
of our Clergy, yet in this ſecond, I judg'd it 
convenient to ſeparate their foppiſh and un- 
reaſonable objeftions from ſuch 22 
and mifortune; which I mention d in my 
firſt. TY 
And in the firſt place comes rattling home 
from the Univerſities, the young pert Soph 
with his Atoms and Globuli; and as full of 
MS defiance 
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defiance and diſdain of all Country Parſons, 

let them be never ſo learned and prudent, 
and as confident and magiſterial, as if he had 

been Prolocutor at the firſt Council of Nice. 

And he wonders very much that they will 
retend to be Gon- men, whereas he cannot 

foe ſo much as Cartes's Principles, nor Gaſ- 


fandus's ſyntagma lying upon the Table; and 


that they are all ſo fortiſh and ſtupid, as nor 
to ſell all cheir Libraries, and fend preſent- 


ly away for a whole Wagon full of new Philo- 


ſephy. II tell you, Sir, fays one of theſe ſmall 
whifiers, perhaps to a grave, ſober and judi- 
cious Divine, the Unzverfity is ſtrangely al- 
tered fince you were there, we are grown 
ſtrangely inqutfitive and ingenious. I pray Sir, 
how went the buſineſs of motion in your days ? 
we hold it all now to be wiolent, I hear your old 
dull friend Atiſtotle drown'd himſelf, becauſe 
he tould not underſtand the flux and reflux of the 
Sea ; if he were now alive, and good for any 
thing, we could fave his life. I can preſently 
demonſtrate ts you how it is to be done, if you 
will but lend me pen and ink, and ſuppoſe but 
the motion of the earth, and two or three more 
things that I ſhall reil you, Yes, but for all 


that, this youth of ſo much worth, ingennity, 


inquafitiveneſs and demonſtration, may be very 
ignorant, and be very much a Coxcomb, and 
have ſo little grounds to contemn ſo worthy a 


perſon, that if the Gentleman pleaſe to carry 


him into his ſtudy, and ſhow him his Plato, 
- e Plutarch, 


. i... 
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Plutarch, and ſome ether of his Greek Authors, 
the poor thing perhaps may find as much rea- 


ſon to hang himſelf, as Ariſtotle did for diſ- 


poſing himſelf otherwiſe ; for he never ſtands 


ro conſider, that chere be Authors, ſuch as 


Euclid, Tully, Plutarch, and many others 
that have been for many Generations of con- 
ſtant Fame, and are likely ſo to continue, 


when as we find that curiouſly laid Hypotheſes 


have their periods, and their credit much de- 


pends upon the humour of the world; and a 


Country Divine that is well Skilld in thoſe 


Books (together with ſuch as peculiarly be- 


long to his Profeſſion) may deſerve very good 
reſpect, and be of great ule to the World; al- 


though he has not the convenience of every 


Philoſophical Newsbook, nor can call every ſpoe 


in the Moon by it's proper name, nor has 2 
Letter (ent him of every new Star that peeps 
into the world. But to proceed, Sir, upon 
Sunday the ſearching young Philoſopher vouch- 
ſafes to go to Church, the Gentleman preaches 
concerning the Reſurrection, and having 
ſhewn what method his Text ditects him to 


obſerve, he teaches bis People according to the 
| Scriptures that Chriſt did certainly riſe from 
the dead, and that the ſame power is able to 
raiſe us alſo; and (although we ſhall have been 


long dead) to call together all the ſcatter d parts 


| of our bodies, and to make of theſe glorified bo- 


dies. Very dull, ſays the young Ry ; - 
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good Text was here [poil'd, to divide. it into 


this and that, and I knew not what, when as it 


would have gone ſo eaſily into corpus. and inane, 


or into three Carteſian elements > Beſides, like 
an old dull Philoſopher, be quite forgat to ſuppoſe 


the motion of the Vortexes, upon which the 


grand Bufineſs of the Hypotheſis of the Reſar- 


rection altogether depends. But this tis 10 truſt 
people with Texts, that cannot tell what to do 


with them, Flow many brave opportunities diu 
the Miniſter loſe of bringing in materia ſubtilis, 


and materia ſecundi elementi 2 f I had been 
in his place, I could have done it at leaſt eight 


times : and then he muſt go and droniſhly tell 
us, that the ſcattered parts of people that had 


been long buried and waſted, ſhould upow the 
ſound of the Trumpet be all ſummon d together, 


&c. and never think to tell us, that the body 
which had been long abſorpt in fix foot of earth, 


ſhould break open the cortex of the grave ; and 
frezing it ſelf from the maculeting dirt, -the 


flat, the ſquare, and the round particles ſhould 


be all affociated ; and combining themſelves 
into a celeſtial and well concocted maſs, ſhould 


Become a ſbiving and fix'd Star of glory. And 
this, Sir, he returns triumphantly to the 


Colledge, not only very full of the vanquiſh- 
ment of the Miuiſter of the Town, but allo 
throughly confirm'd in what he has fo often 


heard, that all Country-Par/ons be they who 


they will, are the fraugeſt and moſt mean 
bins thar belong to the earth. But W 
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ſat Meet, / ls. it impoſſible car the 
word Parſcr, cſpecially if you put Country 


befare-it, ſhouſd admit of any milder 
fication + And is ir neceſſary that every 
chough of very gapd worth and knowledge, 


all his memory and parts, and general iguo- 
rage ſhould de ſurprize him, fo ſoon 
as he moves his name off the. 7ables > Per- 


bags it is but a report; and l do not appre- 


bend but a Gen-lemay may underſtand as well 
Barnet, as at his Lodgings in Lincolus- Iun- 
Fields; neither does he . preſenc 
decay and waſting of parte, ſo ſoon as his 


Cagch gets off the ſtones, nor ſuch great im- 


provements of kimſelf, hen he is coming 


eino or Experimenteer z who having per- 


— bows a Glaſs, en a Faser- mill, or a Bell 


tun, chat knowg within two Houles where 


the beſt CHyaiſ in Town dwells; and dined 
oats Where one of the Royal Society ſhould 
haye been; and looked another time into the. 


door at G-</ham, when the Company was fit- 
ting: He comes down With a receipt 


micaculous {ort of Ginyer- bread, with g4iccle 

Pot of double r fue Jefim, and a box full of 

Specifick per fan / '4 Lo:+nges, and a little licens'd 

ejſence of Orang „and he calls the te 1 
R 


if once he be ſetled out bf the noiſe of the 
Bells, and does not every day fee the Schools, 
ſhould pretently grow deaf and blind, loſe 


Ties n Hligbgate Hill. 
he next e ol the Clergy is the all 
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and foam ; and they muſt be e al fend 
wonder, and he alone muſt /mzle, as if he an. 
lerſtood the reaſon. And ſo he rides up and 


at with a May 
_ Botelean Parſonandthe People mean, that the 


1 - 
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n and the chick —— and he 4 


falls to his ingenious tricks and operations, 
and freezes a Jg bo the ſlot by the fire fide ; 
5 up half a dozen Tobacco-pipes, and then 
makes them fall into a Mathematical aftoniſh- 
figure: After this he deſires to 5 


and puts Claret and ow & 
4 


brings them out anxyix/'; and 
for a glaſs of water, and with ſome few wordt, 
and a we! finger, makes the glals firſt to free 
and complain, and then the Liquor to 


down the Country, afid every.7own he comes 
pole, he wonders what the {be 


do not preſently cut it down, and ſet up ſu 


a one as is at Greſham College, or St. Tames's 


Park ; and to what purpoſe is it to preach to 


2 le, and g about to ſave them, without 


eleſcope, fl a Glaſs for Fleas. And for 


all this, perhaps this great aydervaluer of the 


Clergy, and admirer of his own ingenuity, 


can ſcarce tell the difference between aqua 


fortis, and aqua vitæ, or between 4 prptir, 


and a crucible, or a furnace, and a cloſe-ſtook. 


And beſides, he forgets to call to ind how 
many honourable and worthy Clergy-men are 


 now- Members of that Society (of which he 
knows no more, than mecrly co prattle) wha 


have: given {@ many and o large Teſtimonjes 


of 


G A 


of their log7nviry, 


throu 
. 


on thar Nopal, 
| one they reckon themſelves preſently much 
7 that ſhould happen 


r © Er rw Sy oo Es Twwr 


3 
8 
of 


rnd 


one that is in Cami Slack, may look 
28 long a Glaſs, and fee as far into a 
, as he that wears 2 light Drugget : 
And it muſt not be denied, that a great part 
of what has been as yet, or is likely to be 
diſcovered amongſt them, muſt be attributed 
ro the diligence and quick ſightedneſs of Ec- 
clefralt ical Perſons, as well as others. I know 
there, be 4 great many, who foreſceing 


but contriye a clearer Tale, and charge it up- 


Honourable amd Learned Coma 


ingen Ae 
to 078 the Long 


, Or a perpetual mo- 
tn; but then Ea 5 — up their fories, 


and perhaps they may find that the unordain 


part of that Society may have rid upon as 
many pacing "ſaddles, hav weigh as many 
Pikes, and ate as ready 
ſauffers, as thoſe that are in Orders. '# 

But fill, Sir, chere be more contemners be- 
hind; for after theſe follows the nu Gen- 


tleming newly entred into the Modes, and 


ſmall accompliſhments of the Town ; who ad- 


miring himiclf in his Morning- gown, till about 
eleven of the clock, then it is time to think 
of ſetting the Muff; and if he chance to 


find out a new to: for faſtning it, that day 


three 


- as do plainly ſhew, that | 


that 
it is much eaſier to undervalue and abuſe 
knowledge, than attain to it; if they can 


to ſave the chargs of 


i very Engemionſly 3 Then he walks 


1 26 . 
three or four rurns in his Charter, to make 
| himfelf conſiderable; and looking in the 

glals, and finding it ſo to be (having turn d 
down TI new place onward in Lirtleton) he 
ſtretches forth, and in approbation of his 
own worth, tralees himſelf down the ſtairs : 
Then at the gate, it is to be confidered, 
where he ſhall eat ;. after that, which of the 
Houſes he ſhall go to, and if he brings home 
2 little of the Prologue, and learns but ewo 
or three of che Players names, his memory 
in the evening ſhall be commended, and his 
improvements acknowleds ddl. And as for this 
Gentleman, he having nothing (poor heurt) 
to lay againſt the Clergy-man, he combs: his 


temperate) he walks the room, and ſweats 
very much againſt him; and by way of - 
jeition, now and then propounds three or 
tour ſteps of a Corant; and it he be ſo far 
entred into prophane, as to tell him, that he 
has brought him a new Pſalm from London, 
and them gives him in writing a baudy Song. ; 
he needs not be witty again all the tune that 
he ſtdysjn the Cuut ß. 
But the great deftrozers, Sir, ate” fill ro 
come; tor next appears che modiſß, grave, 
and well confdering Gent/cman, that often calls 
himſelf to an account, and always finds him- 
ſelf full weizhe, and meaſure, but all the 
Clerg y to be very light and contemptrible for 
leyeral reaſous. And in the firſt place, he 
obſerves 
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obſerves, that Divines ate à ſort of penple 
that mind only the inconfiderable things of 
this world; they never take notice how this 
Dukes or that Lords livery differ from ano- 
ther; and they will idly ſuffer many a N. 
Jie mans Cogch to paſs by, and never conſt 
der the thing that is behind, or whether they 
be ZForſes or Mares, Engliſh or Flanders. 
Which of them can tell the private paſſage out 
of Covent-garden, into - without asking 
at the Barbers ſhop 2 or where the ſeveral 
Embaſſaders lodge; where they dined yeſter- 
day, and where they ſhall dine to morrow? 
And then for che humour of che Town, alas / 
Sir, chere is not one Divire of forcy, that 
+ dogs or ever can underſtand any ching of it. 
How hard a matter is it to judge, whether it 
be beſt to dine at Speerings, or to ſlide in af- 
recwards ; and what time of year and whe - 
cher is moſt proper for che outward rom, and 
what for the /zward ? How much practical 
 Rhgtorick is requiſue to make a Coachmany 
fully beheve,. that he ſhall have a couple cf 
/billings, and ax the ſame time, reſolve to let 
down the bow, and with a ſteady mind walk 
loftly gut to a Coſfee· houſe, a litilꝛ before you 
come d your Ladgings 2 Again, what ac- 
curacy of palate and breeding'is neceſſary to 
have a clear apprehenſion of a mighty and lofty 
diſb; and to do revercnce and ſtrict jnſtice to 
2 glaſs of Florence, Champagne, Frost iniack, 
| Bux deanx, Largaedac, Hlaſcon, de vin, uin de gaur- 
4.443 Leg 
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gongne, vin de Preſſorage, vin Pare, vin de 


* 


Parole and Taffalette ; and to begin ſmall 
Princes with a Loach, and to end the Emper- 


ours With a neats tongue? Be not, deceiv'd, 
Sir, it is 'S Logict,  Metaphyficks, Father 5 
and Councils, and all the reſt that ever can 
expect to know or do theſe things, or half of 


them. Beſides, if we conſider the great rude- 
neſſes that are oft-times by Clergy-men com 


mitted, in barbarous managing of hat, im- 


moral picking of teeth, unconth and unfaſhi- 


onable ſneezing, clownith pronouncing of 


words, that ſhould haye been gracefully IM, 
and rude and flat ſetting both feet upon the 


ground, when one ſhould haye ſt in t- 


terixg readineſs upon the toe ſor a conge ; 
when we conſider, I ſay, theſe and ſive and 
fifty thouſand things more, we muſt plainly 


conclude, that it is only for great headſieces, 


3 men of birth and education, of prudence, and 


a mighty reach, to pretend to hour and re. 
putation ; not for poor unobſerving Bool. men 

1 4 in black. Then, to all this muſt be 
added, the vaſt skill that is required to the 


tendring a vii, wich approved and mou ib ac- 


curacy, that it be done punctually at the 


critical minute, neither before nor after ; that 


the ſervant that comes to the door, he duly 
en to, according to the Rule provided in 


great affair; that the Golaſboes be leſt in 

their true and proper place, that the Foorboy 

de expert in oblery Ving his tutor d diſtangg, * 
* 


there is further to be w 


| Monch whereas 


l 


be A* allo wan ce for Sumner and Winter 3 


and that he never ſtands exactly behind, but 
2  reſpeRful point or fo, North or 


South of his Maſter. Then having got over all 


theſe. i and made ſui 


table addreſs, 
hed, whether the 


a ſpeaking one ; 


vifit is to be a ſilent vifit, 


and if any thing is to be ſaid, whether the 
viſiter is ficſt ro open, or to cx 


courſe be offered; 


till diſ 


and when, and in what or- 
der the healt! of the family is to be inquir'd 


into. Lack a day! fays one of the accom- 


FliſÞ'd, in what a lamentable condition | have 


© a mortal C/ergymar, when he has '25k'd 


for a Son or a Daughter that has been dead a 


himſelf into the danger of a ſtumbling excuſe, 
for not knowing =; it before 3 how will bis 


ſently half a ſbixgers to get of cleaver- 
5 2 Bur till, Sr. there be many things be- 


hind; It is no ſuch eaſie matter upon 
word, to judge how much of the handle chief 


ney hang out of the coat packer, and how 
poyle ic exactly wich the 7 artoife- ſhellcnm! 


| o cf tide ; and if there be Parut⸗ to 


older, where is the man of the C rel; 


That can tel! whin ir is to de Lone co Q!4 87 


n the King, and When, Aft eq N of 4 
Abe rate 5 en 775 Ye apc! lt 18 
a e $0 be conſiderable, and of any 
R 1 * moment 


— WT ——ů i re — 2 


5 ſhould have felt our all 
2 . thoſe things by degrees, and never have run 


puling Cor tence * the ro ir, to rap out pre- 
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. 
moment in the Nord, that it would almoſt 
mau, but to hear repeated all the arcampliſh. 
ments that are 3 make up 2 may of 
_ _ werth Burghen ſuppoſe a Dinh ofgtraordi- 
nary parts and quickneſs, and that has got, 
1 know not whence ſo much of our modi 
blood in his veins, as to,apprchend, in ſome 
low degree, what makes men for ever Bleſſes, 
and ſhould arrive to fome fer forms of being 
_ x<ceptible ; how will they make ſhift Jor 
Speeches and Complements, Paſſes and Repaſſes, 
Parties and Reparites'® Put the cale, Sir, 
that a fair Lady or perſon of bonour by ſome 
chance or other, drops a glove or handlerchieſ; 
Where is now, - {ay chey, your man in Orders, 
that can preſently ſnatch it up in an 'extaſie, 
deliver it with Zone grace, and inſlantlyfay ' 
ſomething ſuitable ro fo great and (udden; oc 
cafion 2 + Nay , furthermore, ſuppoſe we 
ſhould give them fome of the grounds. and 
elements of our being immortal, and lay dow) n 
before them ſame of thoſe ineſtimable ri 
ples, by which we become excellent and ad- 
mirable in the eyes of men, omen and chil- 
dren and ſhould diſtover to them ſole af our 
ſeveral vows to Gad, Madam. as Lan ner. 
Madam; as / hope for Mercy. Madam; as 1 
tex your. pardon, Madam : As alſo ſome of 
our rapenres and heights, as { am 4 finner 
ant Go and your Ladiſtip; as I hope tofind 
merry in leaves, and in your Lad I; 
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; Ladiſhigs e 


facri ces, guſtos, flambos, cum 
| dandos, Ferdimanios : [ fay, ſu 


things, 
hum ing Of a fe/hisuatle word, that thete is 
Unt very (mall Hopes chat any Cle "Man 
ble in is life, 


kat 


! it 2 TP of 
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as I defire 'o commit my {elf to God an the. 
fpofat : 945 1 a hire fo, auly 
Moles's, and. jour FLadiſhirs Commend. Nay. 1 
ro all tus ſhould we wirow in ſome of our 
geurle and very helpful words; 85, int rigis, 
harangue, cbligaf iin, devotion, altars, ſhrines, 

wa/tos, and Or- 
ppoſe a tender- 


hearted G uv, having a little pity and com- 


paſſion for the low condition and ſtyle of the 


ey, ſhould unboſom and reveal himſelf 


afrer chis free and open manner; yer ſtill 


' black is black for chere is ſo much of native 


gentry in cue jult uſè and »icking of theſe 
and ſo much of er) in che right 


J be cver happy ot valua 
il, vir, we farg#e che great baſineſs of 
marking, the writing of  7.o:rers 5 Where is 


the Lilie That Can do it, cither 49 Miſtreſs © 


or Friend, as a man that knews the WW orld, 


Pe! hamynt of the Toms, ad chat has lived 


upon, cat and read men? Aud ſuppoſe we 
mould beſtowupoa a poot low thinking 
Black bs, one of our beſt forms,” ſuch as 
follows ; it is five to one he would commit 
ſome Eccleſraftical blunder or other, in ſet · 


ding his name co near, ot in * or 
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Moſt bright and 4 renſcendental Madam, 


Pr eſume by: the interceſſion of this courſe and 


I ecrroneous Paper, to arrive at your fair 
infallible Fingers ; aud to pay the utmoſt tribute 
my Devotion at the Hig ; Altar of your Per- 
2 . The great concern, Madam, of my life 
wow, 15 only to ſactifice the poor remain of it, 4 
jour intrigues and to make all my Interclts and 
| Inclinations 7a be obſcrvant of your Commands, 
and to do homage at the ſhrine of ymur YVertues. 
Nay, Madam, I am in ſome curiolity , whether 
be above, or an — the * 8 
: coner was I beam n by your ing 
L but I feemed E. to be altoge- 
ther air wa * a N of the Palate are 
| come gains inſipid; it is the Contem- 
4 Madam, of * your glorics «lone, in which 
can find any 8 guſto. I. fine, Madam, 
were there not hopes of ſeeing once more your 
** rn wy receiving ſome * 
Font 's — g, I couli preſently 
reſalue to commence 5 2 and Rn it 
nut for the Oriental perfumes that ne from 
vou Breath, it ſhould wot be long before I ſhould 
pat à period to my om. Shoul J. Madam, go 
alen to make an Harangue anſwerable raja] 
; obeſe Jewels that lye from your Eyc-lids to your 
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and a the Aquinoctial Line - And 
_ therefote in end that, I have nothing elſe 
but to proſtrate at Jour ap th: everlaſting dif. . 
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n. moſt devoted of all your Paſte | 
d _ meaneft 795 your Foot-tools | i 


Alas ! alas! a Clergy-man muſt not 
$0wrice thus; his Blood is ſd low and creeping, 
that it can never be inflam'd to this pitch of 

paſſion and expreſſion, with all the url in 

. theWorld. Now, Sir, would it not vex any 

Creature upon Earth, to fee 2rifles and Fea- 
7 thers, hes of of Ribbon, Cringes, vifits and de- 
voirs, a few. faſhionable Manas and Phraſes, 
| and a form or two ofa phantaſiich Letter, and 
2 very little beſides, to undervalue charity 

and piety, real worth, and ſubſtantial Knows 
ledge, auly becauſe it is — and the name 

6 of 1 is Divine? 
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4 | | 
0 ' Thave, mahing more, Sir,-10 ſay to bete 
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People, only it would be > delighrfal thing if 
any of them upon what 1 now ſaid, ſhould 
miſtake me as throughly as the Anſwerer did 
of Greek and Lai e and Diygffons, | 
1 3 arrous and Chap rains ;; * | 
guft 0s 1 | 
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guſto's and flambo's,  alrars and ſacrifices, fe- 
thers and garters, perukes and galoſhoes, bead 
„and heels, body and ſoul! of the Laity : For 1 
* ſuppoſe, notwithſtanding” any thing that. I 
have ſaid, a Man may put on a New'Suzt 
twice a week, eat and drink of the belt he 
can procure, have all his faſbionable dreſſings, 
and modiſb attendants, and yet be modeſt and 
_ difcreer, and not think it any vaſt break and 
elegance, to toſs his head at a Clergy man, be- 
cauſe his Hair may be ſhorter ; nor to de- 
ſpiſe him to dirt, becauſe he is conſtantly 
oblig d to the ſame Canonital Flabit. 
But this laſt, Sir, that I was juſt before 
ſpeaking of, is but a vom 7 Cod, Mas, a 
great looker over his Shoulder; a ſilent and 
moderate deſpiſer of all Eccleſi 2 Perſons ; 1 
that only profeſſes by lis troth, and as be 16 
a Gentleman and a Sinner, chat there 15 no- 
thing in Nyture to be found ſo altogether ig 
notant of Human Affairs, and f6 empty 4 
inconſidetable a8 4 Clerzy man; for after him 
comes the 7-arer and Co. fruncer of all that 
belongs to Divinity ; that troubles not him- 
ſelf ro reaſon out the point, wherher'a Ph 
in Orders, may not poilibly underſtand as 
math; ſpeak and write as well and d as 
much Service in 2" Nrion as others ; but to 
male it all fure and ſhort; (wears it Home, 


that chey ate all of them a Company ot mean 
a 1 e ple. Now, Sir, what 


* 3nd by what mgaſvres 
they 


„ 
they proceed; and how likely they are to 
be very ſevere Dilgerncrs of what is worthy, 


deadly witry Arts they make uſe of to diſpa- 
rage that Holy Profeſſion ; and by which allo 


. they would raiſe themſelves the tepuration 


of Men of Parts and Wis : And the firſt 
thing wherein they are ſo ſevere and ſatyri- 
cal, is upon their Names and /abits. And 


you may foon fee, Sir, the portion of Wit 


chat is amongſt ſome of them, and the ſmall - 
_ neſs of their O4je#:ons ; when to lay, There 
goes a Black-coat, ſhall be reckan'd a very 
good and ſpecial fancy ; or Co ſay, Here's to 
you Parſon, ot, Good morraw Parſon ; if the 
word Par ſun be bumourſomely and flurringiy 
pronounced, (as, ſome of them can do ic) if 
well conſideted, is a very notable abule. 
Aud ll warraat you, that arch Blade that 
look d upon a Married Miniſter, and ask d 
him how Mrs. Parſon did, thought himſeit in 


liccle leſs than a rapture 3 and it was well, if 


he did not go prelencly to Bed, and take a 


doſe of Diaſcordium. But if a Clergy-man 
chance to meet an 0d Tejtament Wit; and 


that he ſets into his 7ricks and Prolliags; 
then he muſt expect to be called Levite: 
And that you may not think his Fancy to be 
ſti ned, ſometimes he calls him Jrile, ſome - 


times Lev:ticas, And tor Variety ſake, at other 


times Nambers, 4 need not, Sir, go about 


* 


to commend theſe, they having been ſo often 


approved. | 


and what is not, may be caſily ſeen by thoſe 
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approved. Bur of all the Wags, and ſſy ones, 
that thus play ppon a Clergy-man, he certain- 
ly is moſt dreaded, that calls him Doctor; 
which if ir be ſpoken wich the urmoſt keen- 
neſs of intention, which chat word ad- 


any thing that can be ſaid. cannot forget 


(before Saſbes and broad Hats came into fa- 


ſhion) how much I have ſeen a ſmall Pary 
W, delight in himſelf, and how korribly 


be has thought to dune alhfed 4 Div, 


only in twiſting the ends of his Girdle, and 


aaking him the 2 of his Brimmer : But that 
ether ſo conſiderable now, 


Ages. * * 

1 Another witty way they have of under va- 
ui 
to Church - As if a Man of a 
reach and phanſie, might not ſtay at Home; 


or if they do chep ir n 
2 


Talking 


ghing, when there is no 


„ at all for it, nor reaſon to do it: 


For as I was concern d in my former, (and 
alſo in ſome part of ths) that there ſhould 
be ſuch Diſcourſes utter d 
tempt the People to abuſe and flight the 
Preacher: ſo am las much coricern'd now, 


extravagant Peo 


the whole Profeſſion" of the Clergy at a ven- 
ture; from the higheſt ro the mcaneſt; let 
their. Carriage aud Behaviour be in all Cir- 

| cumſtances 


goes the deepeſt meo'the Bake; of - 


ng this Profeſſion is, that they will not go 
very ordinary 


by ſome as might 


chat there ſhould be ſuch idle, foppiſh, and 
ple, that ſhould undervalue 


E ¼—ũ⅕rw : 


4 to acknowledge that the 


ſo wen 


7 1 


 cumſtances grave and unblameable ; and let 


their Sermons be as Serious, Judicious, Lear» 
ed and Profitable, as Pen can write; for al- 
though it be to no purpoſe to deny, that by 
realon of the unhappy Education of ſome, the 
low e end 1 and — — 
carriages of a third fort, many of our C4 
ate often lighted and diſregarded; yer 4 
che other fide, it is a ſign of nothing bur 
perfect Madneſs, Ignorance and Stupidity, 
preſent Church 
England aftords as conſiderable Scholars, 
and as ſolid and eloquent Preachers, as are 
any Where to be found in the hole Chri- 
ftian World. And if theſe People would but 


a little examine themſelves, and not counr 


every Qath, Curſe, abuſe of Scripture, and 
the like, ſor Wit, Humour, Judgment, and 
everything, they would find themſelves not 
ogderfully overſtock d with Ingenuity 
and Kgowlewge, as utterly ro deſpair of re- 
ceiving from the Pulpit any uſeful Advice and 


Information. Aud |, have oft-times much 


wonder d, that ſach as make fo greac Pre- 
tenees to Wir and Accompliſhments, ſhould 
pitch upon ſo eaſie a Method of being ad- 
mir d, and valuable in this World ; when 
as they ſee, that the grounds upon which 
they endeavour to be ſo Famous and I lluſtri- 


ous, are ſo preſently apptehended, that the 


low. born Coachen, Carmen and Porters, 
ate come to great Perſection, as the oſtieſt 


of 
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of cheſe Spcaters. Tbat ' certainly was a 


YE ſony attentive Chi/d, who, as he was 
ightin 


g himſelf Home upon a Saterday night 


(after his Work was over) was heard to-day 
over, and. ſort all the Os and Curſes that 
he had learn'd in the whole Week, from his 


his way, the 
if a Trial in Weftminfter- Hall goes not 
the very caſe it ſelf is a Son of a H e Gu/e ; 
and that Purge that gripes, or gives 2 Stool 
more than ordinaty, is a ,Sor of 2 Wher: 


Purge. | know, Sir, that rhele H. ing De- 


ſpiſers of all Biack Cours, think they urge 
very hard for the neceſſity ot their chugdeing 


and terrifying Style; by laying, chat che 


degenerate part of the Worls,” wers it not for 
that, would grow laucy and unmanageable; 
and the unworthy, and mean, ſpirite Creep» 


ers, would make ho difference berwgen them 


telves, | and the brave and bold Command. rs 
of the Age. Curſe | (fay they) m Gr 


— 
by 


or 


—_— : - 
— S2 


* 1 2 


anyt 

| thortly 

ter, and hang d himſelf with his own Gar- 

ters. In ſhort, Sir, were not People quickn d 

to Duty and Obſervance, by (i 
remarkable Expreſſions, the World muſt ſud- 

denly end, and the very Gentry of the Nation 
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attended upon. 
neceſſary to the ſtanding Government and 
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or Offer three or four times luſtily, juſt be- 


| fore you go to Bed, and your Jie will 


very near caſt his Coa?, and begin to ſhine by 


the Morning ; and give a Drawer half a Do- 


zen Granadoes as he goes down the Stairs, and 


if he be ſo irreligious, as to bring you up 


ving bur true Terſe, you will for certain 
, that he has murdered his Ma- 


brisk and 


would be as much neglected and diſobeyed, 
as we find the modeſt and cowardly Clergy 


now to be. Indeed, it is great pity, but that 


Gentle-folks ſhould be duſy reverenc d, and 


(ſuppoſing Swearing and Curffug be ſo very 


Welfare of a Nation) that a ſmall Iaſtrument 


(about the ſtature of PugineZo) might poſſihly 


be ſo contriv'd with Two Rows ot Stops, one 
for Swearing, and another for Curfing, that 


might upon all Occafions expreſs it ſelf with 


as much Diſcretion, Propriety and Elegance, 
as the very Owner of the lictle zoo! ſhould be 


able to do himſelf, But then indeed, Sir, as 5 
porary and occaſional Wit, that 
is oft-times ſhewn in abuſing the Holy Scrip- 


to the exrem 


tempted by ſuch 


tures; that muſt never be at 


a Gentleman of Mainſcot; but muſt be per- 
Gentleman of Wain be pr 


But, I was thinking, Sir, 
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formed by Hum in Mouth it (elf ; for there is 
fo much of /uddenneſs of apprebenſſon, and ex- 
4 «kill in the application of Scripture, 
har is requiſite to that buſineſs; that to go 
about to perform it by Holes, Springs, ot 
Wires, would 3 more difficult and 
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chargable, than Paradiſe, or Sandis Nate, 
works. For ſuppoſe, Sir, a Gentleman going 
to Dinner to Houſe, and walking through 
the Narrow Alley, miſtakes his way; then, 
Sir, what Engine upon the ſudden, of Wood, 
or Paſt board, (but Gentleman himſelf) could 
- preſently ſay, Strait is the Gate, and narrov 
s the way, aud few there be that find it. Do 
"you ſee, Sir, how hard it is: There is not 
ſuch 2 place again for that occaſion, and for 
that very particular Alley in all the Bible. 
Well, Sir, he proceeds, and coming at laſt 
to the great Houſe, he knocks at the Gate, 
and the Porter being not juſt at hand, then 
comes out that of the P/almiſt, Lift up your 
Heads, O ye Gates, and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
laſting Doors, &c. Upon which, che Porter 
hearing ſuch great Wit and Divinity at the 
Gate, preſently runs, and opens; the Gentle- 
man enters, and there finds a Servant ſweep- 
ing ; then comes very properly that of the 
_ Prophet, concerning the Peſom of Deſtrution : | 
Tor indeed, what more exactly like the Deſs- 
lation of Babylon, than the [weeping away a 
little Dirt out of a Court yard After this he 
walks into the Hall, where he happens * 
| the 
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viaus can he ſhew himſelf to be in his return 


L . 
the Butler, and two Jefts ; Good Morrow 
Pharaoh, ſays he, (for you know, Sir, Pha- 


| raoh had a Butler) where's your Maſter, 


Pilate > (for you know allo, Sir, that our 
Saviour was carried into the Common-Hall.) 
Where by the way, Sir, you muſt obſerve, 


that a true Wit is as good in the n/ide of the 


Houſe, as at the Gate. Dinner time draws 
nigh, and ſoon after the Victuals appears: 
The Gentleman is defired to fit down: No, 
he ſbrugs, and begs pardon having read, 
that the firſt _ be laſt, and the laſt ſhall be 


firſt ; and then he Prugs again. However, 
at laſt, Sir, we fall to; and amongſt other 


things, chere is ſomewhat thar requires 
rs ; upon that he deſires his Neighbour 
to remove à little of the Mountain to him; for 
if ye have Faith like a grain of Muſtard-ſeed, 
ye 27 remove Mountains. By and by, Sir, 
half a dozen Chickens are brought in; which 
preſently he commends for a Diſb of very fat 
Feruſalems ; becauſe of, O Feruſalem, Feruſa- 
lem, thou that killeſt, &c. though if he had 
pleaſed, he might as well have call'd them, a 


Diſh of Prophets, or a Diſh of Would-nots : 


for you know, Sir, Jeruſalem, Prophets, 


| F erſe. In ſhort, Sir, my Lord Mayor him 


ſelf, cannot provide a greater number of 
Diſhes, than this Gentleman ſhall have always 
in readineſs Divine Phanfies z not leſs inge- 


S 2 Au 


[142 ] 


(if there be accaling) than he was in his co- 


the Streets, bur preſently, Tabitha, ariſe ; 


be it Boy or Girl; nora Porter eaſe himſelf 


oſ his Burden, but, Come unto me all ye that 
are heavy laden, &c. nor a Water-bearer be 


at the Conduit, but, Paul may Plaut, and 


Apollos may Water, &c. I know not, Sir, 
bow many there be of this fort of People in 
the World, who have nothing to ſay againſt 
a Prieſt, but only to ſwear more than ordi- 
nary in his Company, or to apply a few 


Script ure-words, with impudent Nonjeaſe. If 5 


there be no ſuch at all, then what I have now 
ſaid, belongs 
the Moon. Burt if there be, I would to Gad, 
that (in the mean time, till they come 10 
ſome ſenſe of Religion) they would in ſame 
meaſure conſult their own Credit and Repu- 


zation; of which, if thay be ſo nice and ten= | 


der, as upon all aecafions they pretend to 
be ; they might plainly perceive, that this 


their childiſh way of ſcoffing at God, and 


his immediate Servants, is fo far from lead- 


ing towards Wit or Honour, that it is nothing 


elſe but dry, blunt, infacetious Atheiſm. 
And ſeeing, Sir, we have been now ſpeak⸗ 


ing of ſome that think themſelves the very 


Princes of the Age and Wit, it may not be 
amis to hint alſo at other more modeſt ſort 
of People, who are not for ſuch notori- 
ous ſcofling at God, and fmezring down 


Towers 


ming; for a Child cannot drop before him in 


perhaps to thoſe that dwell at 


„ wa FT EMH £Aa AaAqyw@ as as 


AQA-ctyS  P.Tu 


* 
A_it oo cc . 


[comin 


- 
7 
2 
c 
* 
1 


£0 EX 


2. » 
Towers and Steeples ; but yet having but 2 
ſmall Opinion of Religion, and little re- 
gard to Honest) and Conſcience ; (Wit and 
Humour ferving inſtead of that) they muſt 
needs undervalue, and laugh at all ſuch, 
whoſe duty and ſerious Employment it is, 
plain the Scriptures 3 and from thence 
to exhort to all Meekneſs, Temperance, and 


| Righteouſneſs ; thoſe, I mean, who, if they 


can but cheat a little Boy of his Link and 
Livelihood ; blow out a poor Mans Candle, 
and make him prick his Fingers, beat down 
a Bastet full of the biggeſt Apples, pawn a 
Gentieman for the reckoning ; and then 
call it by the rig: name; they ate in their 
own Opinions yery much wiſer than all the 


grave and formal Clergy-men in the Nation; 


who are commonly to very dull, as to think, 
that one that is in the prime of his Fancy, 
Invention, Gayneſs, Frolick, and Archieve- 
ments, ſhould ſubmit to ſer forms, and to cat, 


drink, and walk the Streets by Canon. 


Now, Sir, | muſt needs fay, ſuppoſe a 
very ancient and folemn Profeſſor of Cobling, 


be very intent upon the great buſineſs of re- 


paration, and all things promiſing highly 


well, the Aw! glides nimbly through; the 
|| Candle conſents, and burns very clear; no- 


thing of fear, cloud, or diſappointment ap» 
pears; but he ſings or thrums at the great 


| likelihood of the reſlaurati on of the Shoe ; 


ſeeing nothing but that the Eveairg may cloſe 
| 83 well, 
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well, bis Sleep be undiſturb'd, and his En- 
deavours be crown'd with being — next 

es upon 


Morning; on a ſudden, Sir, ru 


him Darkneſs, Deſpair, and a /prightful Gal- 
lant ; that ſpoils all his Hopes, ſhatters his 


June, and in ſhort, with one puff, blows out 
every bit of his 3urning Candle, and bloſſoming 


Deſigns. Now, I ſay, this was very well 


blown; for if Coblers ſhould not ſometimes | 
be fruſtrated in their Plots and Contrivances; |} 


but ſhould always ſucceed in their brisk and 


jolly Hnmour, without diſturbance or Inter» 


ruption, they might in time come to diſre- 


| ſpe the great Maſters of Fancy, and place too 
much confidence in the o/d ſboe part of the 
World, But for all that this great and juſt 


diſappointer may go to Church next Sunday 
and give due reſpet and attendance to his 


Inſtructor, notwithſtanding he did fo utterly 


defeat the Cobler. I alfo deny not, but that 


he that in the Evening lets in the Air at Three 


or Four Windows, may poſſibly keep People 
from Sleeping too ſecurely, and to preſerve 
their Houſes from being afterwards burnt. 


But ſuppoſe a Divine has a mind to walk 
right on to his Lodgirgs, and not to make 


ſuch Remarks and Obſervations in his paſſage; 


there is no reaſon that he preſently ſhould be 


—_"- 


counted a ſenſeleſs Sgt, and others the only 


Wits and Humouriſts of the Age. For you 


know, Sir, if the Night be very dark, and | 
People be but faſt aſſeep ; Windows, 8 


_——— 
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frail, anc frangible 4 
things; and they will caſily give way to a 


cuadgel, though clowniſhly, and unbumourſom- 
H applied; as well as if directed by the moſt 
Asxgenious and frolu tſame hand: Whereupon I 
lay again, as we ought to take ſpecial carc, 


that we do not ſet too low an eſſeem upon 
theſe enterprizes ; ſo on the other fide, not 
{o to over-yalue them, as to think but that 
our forefathers poſſibly might have attempted 
ſomething in this great kind : And therefore 
if the Miniſter in his Sermon, give ſober Rules 
and Advice to live peaceably and modeſtly, 

and to make /atisfattion for Oflences commit» 
ted, he may with much more reaſon be bes. 


liev'd, and liſten d to, than wonder'd, or 


laugh'd at; for the Jeſt is never a whit the 
leſs, though the Glaſs be paid for. I have allo 


(according as my occaſions would permit) 


taken into ſome conſideration, that great at- 
fair of Apple- ſoilling. And I am thinking, 
Sir, if the Bastet ſtands a little leaning a- 
gainſt the Hal, or ſloping upon a Beard, and 
that the Apples be very round, and the Sur- 


prize be very ſudden, and that the medita- 


ring Governeſs be very old, ſtiff, or lame; 1 


do then verily believe chat much of the la- 


mented Fruit may get into the Kennel, be- 
tore it can poſſibly be recovered. But ſup- 
poſe there be not ſuch great Advantages 
to make all things thus ally hopeful, ani 
yet that the Coarrivance is ſuch, that the 
41 Humour 
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Humour takes, and the Frolick ſucceeds ; 


however let us behave our ſelyes with fome 
calmneſs and moderation, and not as if we 
had killed a Giant, ot flew the Dragon. MF 
muſt therefore always confeſs, that I did 

more than a little admire at the ſmiooth and 
even temper of that Gentleman, who finding 


a Pail of 1/lington Mill ſtanding all alone at 
the Door, and pouring it out every Drop 
into the Street, went on as unconcerned a- 


bout his buſineſs, as if he had done nothi 


but waſh'd his Hands that Day; whereas ik 


ſuch a ſpecial opportunity had fallen into 


ſome other Fumouriſts Hands, who was apt 
to overplame himfelf upon ſuch Enterprizes ; 


he. would have run preſently back, to have 


told it at his Lodgingi; have counted him- 
ſelf as great a Wit, as Ben Jobiſon, Fletcher, 
Beaumont; and have utterly deſpis d all the 


ſtattch'd humourleſs Blact- coats for fix Weeks 
after, becauſe of the great ad venture of the 
If I were at leiſure, Sir, I might alſo 
briefly mention another ſorr of more /hrewd 


and judicious: Deſpiſers : who have a very 


ſtrange Opinion'of Religion, Scripture, and 


the Clerzy: But they profeſs it not out of 
| Humour, Fro/ick, or any prejudice ; but that 
they have look d far back into the Hiſtory off 
the World, obſerv'd the riſe and deray of 
Kingdoms, conſulted the Laws and /nclinations 
of Humane Nature, and have very well 


weigh d 
$! 3 1 


„ 4 , 
. * .c< 
0 * 1. 1 
3 * 7 
. - 9 * _ 9 4 
* Pl 
F r * 
1 r. 
* 


r wh e 3 
k 2 n 7 FR 1 


| 
. 
* 
WW 
5 
1 
5 


r 
Ls 


(147 ] 
weigh'd and examin d the »iceft cirumſtances, 
and poſſeb:lity of things; and hercupon do 
very much wonder, that ſuch thinking Crea- 
tures as Men, ſhould be ſo long deluded with 
Bug bears and tales; and the groundleſs Tra- 
ditions of the miſtaken and impofing Prieſts. 


And I need not, I ſuppole, vir, tel] y ou, 


that theſe are the Diſciples of Mr. Hobbs. 
And what fridt weighers, and punctual Exa- 
miners of things theſe are like to be; you 


may very near gueſs, by the eaſineſs of their 


Converſrox to his Doctrine and Opinions One 


he comes, and ſays, he is very confident that 


Mr. Hobbs is a Gentleman, and a great Diſco- 
yerer of Truth; for he hears of ſeveral very 
accompliſh'd and creditable Perſons, that do 
very much admire the ol Gentleman, and are 
eloſè adherers to his Principles; and therefore 
he is reſolv'd to be a fine Perſon too; and to 
be as accompliſh'd and creditable as they ; 


and to believe all, ſay all, and admire all, 


that they believe, lay, and admire; fo ſoon 
as any body would be lo kind as to tell him 
any one ching that Mr. Hobbs holds; for if 


he could bur get it once by the end, ler him 


alone for the improving and management of 
it: Another ſays, he is altogether as ſure 
char all che World is in a Miſtake, except 
Mr. Hobbs and his Followers; for that he 


was lately at a Meeting, where a Friend of 


his aſſerted right down Atheiſm to the v 


Tecth of a Clergy man; or, that if there 


Were 
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he muſt needs be a brave Max : I dur 1 85 
moſt ſwear, ſays he, that what he holds is 
abſolutely true, let it be about what it will; 
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were any Cod at all, it muſt be a kind of 
wooden Cod, ſuch as Mr. Hobbs God: And 


he knows this Friend of his to be ſo much a 


Gentleman, and of ſo much integrity and con- 


ſideration, that he would ſcorn to ſay any 


luch thing, if he had not well examin'd it, 


and found reaſon to conclude fo; and there- 


fore for his part, he ſhall rake his Word and 
Judgment concerning the buſineſs of a God, 


| before any methodical Prieſt chat dotes upon 
his Bible. Yes, ſays a Third, Mr. Hobbs 


Philoſophy is certainly the only n 
al- 


or elſe ſuch a one would never have ſhewn 


bo much I breed:ag, and encouraged ſo much 
error, as to begin his Health with ſuch Cere- 
mony and Obſervance. If it pleaſe the fates, 


the next Company I come into, ll put it a- 
bout, Two in a Hand, upon my Word, and 
it ſhall run, To A1ſr, Hobbs, and the utter 


 confutation of all Spirits and Spiritual Men; 


and ſo he is ſufficiently enter'd, and faſt e- 
nough. O, by all means, lays a Fourth, 
Mr. Hobbs muſt nceds be in the right: [ll 
pawn half my Eſtate upon ir, that he is; he 
ſhall diſpute with all the Ecclefraſticals for a 
Hundred Pounds of my Money. For he 


| perceives now where the pinch of rhe buſineſs 


lies; for he has worn him above this half 
Year in his Pocket, Day and Night, age 
| above 


. 
above Twenty Places of Moment turn d down 
ſome beſore, and ſome aſter the Candle was 
out. O, ſays he, how i nt, and dead- 
ly cold am l, if by chance I leave him at 
Home; he is a great deal more comfort- 
able and warm than a Sguirrel in the Sleeve. 
But if you happen upon one that has worn 
the Phzlofſopher ſo long, that Two or Three 
of his Phraſes are got through his Pocker, 
and at laſt have inſinuated themſelves into 
his Temper; he proves preſently a Chair- 
man in all Companies: And if he looks but 
upon a Clergy-may, he is as great a Prince as 
ever Mr. Hobbs gave power to. Then,come 
Sir, ſays he, Come now for your Immaterial 
Subſtances ; have you ever a one about you, 
Sir > I hear that you are much acquainted 
with them ; you live by the Spirit, Sir; it 

is a wonder that you ſhould not have one in 
your pocket : | have got honeſt material 
Mr. Hobbs in mine. I could ſhew you for 
a need, Sir, Spirit of Wine, Spirit of Salt, 
or Spirit of Hartsborn; but | have enquired, 
and never could get, or lee any Spirit of Sub- 
ſtance, Spirit of Subſtance / that's fine indeed. 
What, Eſſence of Eſſence 2 pretty I profels. 
Indeed we have had a very curious time of 
it, a company of very ſeeing Prieſts, and 
ſearching Philo phers; that thould go on, 
and reach one another ſuch plain, palpable, 
and m1niielt Contradictions. Ask them how 
{uc! au ettect comes to paſs ; it is done, ſay 

they, 


by a 0 body body, or by a »o thing thing, I 
was very well for this Nation, that Mt. Hobbs 
was born at laſt; and half a dezen of us, of 
willing and parts, to underſtand him, 
otherwiſe the World had continued in a brave 
blind condition. It is not, Sir, to my pur- 
poſe, at preſent, to meddle with, or examin 
their Maſters Principles: But I much wonder, 
ſeeing they may be daily convinced how 
much he has been miſtaken in his Mathemari- 
cal Attempts, that they ſhould take his bare 
Word, and believe him not to be failing in 
his other Writings; becauſe he confidently 
ſays he proceeds by evident come x ion and de- 
monſtration. And whereas heretofore it was 
a work of many Years ſtudy and ſeriouſneſs, 
that could entitle one but to be ſuſpected of 
Atheiſm, now he that has but {cen Mr. Hobbs 
Boots, and can make but a Mouſe-trap, is as 
fully privileg'd as if he could pluck up the 
Earth by the Roots, or make a Man. 
I believe, Sir, there may be ſeveral others 
that without any reaſon at all are ill affected 
towards the Clergy. One thinks that what- 
ever Epiſcopacy be, yet the Lands thereunto 
nging are not jure divine; another is of 
opinion that the Clergy muſt by no means 
ride; becauſe they are to go, and teach al 
Nations. And others there be, who are 
therefore againſt 7ythes, becauſe they ou 
they. 


"LI 

they give them. Bur theſe were partly men- 
tion'd in my former; and if they were not, 

it is all one; for I can ſay no more at pre- 
(car, beirſg ſuddenly ſent for into Devonſhire ; 
where I expect to find ſuch employment, as 
will certainly ſecure the World, from me be- 
ing ever troubleſome in this kind again. I 
am, once more, 


SIR, 
May 24, Your Humble Servant, 


——_— 


